Pans asks Bern to extradite Iranian 


PARIS (R) — France formally asked Swiss officials on Tuesday to 
ortfltfti* an Iranian held in connection with the murder of former Iranian 
prime Minister Shapour Bakhtiar in Pans last August. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Daniel Bernard said the request to hand over Zeya! Sartiadi, 
25 , was sent to officials in Bern by diplomatic bag and was expected to 
arrive there on Tuesday afternoon. Mr. Sartiadi was anrested last week on 
an Interpol warrant as be left Iran's embassy in Bern. Switzerland says he 
ijoes not haw diplomatic immunity. A French investigating 'magistrate 
befieves Mr. Sartiadi helped Mr. Baldniar’s killers escape after stabbed 
km and his secretary to death on Aug. 6 at Mr. Bakhtiar’s Paris borne. 
-Xbe magistrate set the extradition proceedings in motion last week. Iran 
|ss protested against the arrest, sparking a diplomatic row with 
Switzerland, which d o sed its embassy in Tehran after Iranian airport 
guards briefly confiscated the diplomatic passport of one of the Swiss staff 
(see pap 2). The closure broke contact between Iran and the United 
States because Switzerland has represented Washington's interests m 
Tehran since 1979. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

The Jordan Times will not be published on Thursday-Friday 
Jan. 2-3, 1992 due to the new year holiday on Wednesday. 
The next issue of the paper will appear on Saturday. Jan. 4. (1 
The Jordan "Hmes wishes its readers and advertisers a very b 
happy and prosperous 1992. | 
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4 journalists killed 
11991 

RUSSELS (R) — TWo jou mal- 
ts were killed on Monday, 
-juging to 84 the number of 
wna&ts killed this year on 

■Hgn ment or because of their 
ork, the International Federa- 
jn of Journalists (EFJ) said 
uesday. The Bnissels-based IFJ, 
porting a death toll of 83 on 
ionday, had said it was already 
e highest annual toll on record, 
be latest deaths were in Col- 
nbia, where nine journalists 
ive now been killed this year, 
bd in Yugoslavia, taking the 
satb toll among text and photo 
mrnalists there to 22. But the 
1 said in a statement that Egyp- 
m journalist Mahmoud Abdul 
1 Azeen Ahmad Megahed re- 
nted mfesing in imq since Jano- 
y 1991 and originally included 
nong the dead had returned to 
gypt. The 84 killings had taken 
lace in 23 countries, it said. 

tig drug haul in 
oufheast Iran 

TCOSIA (AP) — Police in 
rath eastern Iran seized about 
30 kilo of drags in December, 
binding heroin, opium, and 
ishish, the Islamic Republic 
ews Agency reported Tuesday, 
he* agency quoted a press re- 
-ase from the anti-drug cam- 
aign centre in Sistan- 
alucbi start province as adding 
tat the drug sweep resulted in 
54 arrests on charges of drag 
'affidring or other “gross felon- 
ies. " Among other contraband 
sized were 56 pornographic 
ideo tapes, 50,000 pornographic 
ictures and “countless'’ bottles 
f liquor, the centre said. These 
eras are illegal in Iran. The 
rovince, which borders Pakistan 
nd Afghanistan, straddles a ms- 
or smuggling route. 

Bulgaria pledges to 
espect Muslim 
ights 

NICOSIA (AP) — Bulgarian 
Foreign Minister Stoysn Ganev 
m Tuesday told his Iranian coun- 
:erpart that his country respects 
±e rights of its Muslim commun- 
ity, Tehran Radio reported. “The 
new government, which rejects 
foreign domination and influ- 
ence, is giving consideration tc 
basic human freedoms, respect 
for religions and, especially, re- 
spect for the. rights of Bulgarian 
Muslims,” the radio quoted Mr. 
Ganev as saying. Inunan Foreign 
Minister Ah Akbar Velayati told 
him the fate of Bulgarian Mus- 
Kms- U is very important to us. as is 
the fete of Musfims in the rest of 
the world,” the radio reported. 
Mr. Ganev arrived Tuesday on a 
One-day trip to Iran. 

Canadian minister 
holds talks in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — Canadian De- 
fence Minister Marcel Masse held 
— Jks in Kuwait Tuesday with his 
counterpart in the emir ate and 
the emir, Sheflch JaberAl Ahmad j 
A1 Sabah. No details were given 
of Mr. Masse’s talks with the emir 
and Kuwaiti Defence Minister 
Sheikh AK Sabah. AI Salem AJ 
Sabah. Officials nM Mr. Masse, 
who- arrived in Kuwait Monday 
night tor a three-day visit, would 
visit the head q uar t e rs of the Un- 1 
ited Nations Iraq-Kuwait 

. Observation Mission (UNIKOM) 
during his stay. 

Americans held by 
Iraq In 'good health 1 

: BAGHDAD (R) — Two U.S. 
businessmen held in a Baghdad 
fail after being arrested <m the 
£rah-Knwait border are "in good 
health, a Polish' diplomat said 
Tuesday. “They are well, . they 
are safe ” the official :at tbe 
American interests section of the 
polish embassy Mid Reuter* The 
diplomat said te .coaldjx&give 
further details rat* the U.S 
Stele Department had teen con- 
tacted about the case. A State 
Department spokesman «uti - in 
Washington .Monday the two 
men, whom he would not iden- 
tify, were arrested cm Det 6, 
Washington was sot told antfl 25. 
The spokesman said Ba ghdad 
planned to try the twb men on 

^charges of Mtegal arrival and 
peseiTHOOn of Iraq?, 

Iraq has not conuniRded cm the 
case: ... 


Palestinians still set 
to leave Kuwait 



espite visa respite 


KUWAIT (R) — Palestinians say 
they are relieved that Kuwait has 
extended their permits by five 
months to stay m what for some is 
the only home they have ever 
known. 

But many believe this is no 
more than a breathing space and 
that the bitter legacy of the Gulf 
war, when the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) sup- 
ported Iraq, means most will 
eventually have to leave. 

“We have been living through 
hell not knowing what will hap- 
pen to us,” a woman bookshop 
assistant told Reuters on Tues- 
day. “At least now we have time 
to sort things out.” 

The Kuwaiti government said 
on Sunday an end-of- December 
deadline for tens of thousands of 
non-Kuwaitis to apply for renew- 
ing residence permits would be 
extended to the end of May. 

Many Palestinians had feared 
that the government would refuse 
to give them permits and they 
would have to leave. 

“Now we can relax and collect 
our thoughts.” a 59-year-old 
Palestinian father of 10 said. 
“We’ll work on two levels: To 
satisfy the. requirements of the 
visa and to prepare our travelling 


plans to Jordan. 

“If they let us stay, fine, if not, 
fine, we’ll leave.” 

After Kuwait’s liberation from 
seven months of Iraqi occupation 
last February, thousands of 
Palestinians and Jordanians, most 
of Palestinian origin, lost their 
jobs. 

Kuwait’s Palestinian commun- 
ity has dwindled to about 50,000 
from 400,000 before the invasion. 
Some fled during the invasion. 
Many left after losing their jobs.. 

A Palestinian woman, who like 
the o there declined to be named 
for fear of reprisals, said she and 
her brother had sold their shop 
after 38 years in Kuwait and were 
leaving to Jordan on Wednesday. 

“Hib is no place for us,” she 
said. “The Palestinian commun- 
ity here has been shattered, most 
of my friends have left and we are 
now scattered across the world.” 

Official sources said earlier 
Kuwait would approve giving re- 
sidence visas to about 35,000 
Palestinians and Jordanians who 
remained in the emirate during 
the Iraqi invasion and did not 
collaborate with the occupiers. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Salem Al Sabah said 
in an interview published on 


Tuesday that security was cur- 
rently the main concern in 
Kuwait. 

He said the government was 
studying plans on the future 
population structure in Kuwait to 
determine bow many Arabs and 
foreigners it would allow to stay. 

Hundreds of Palestinians and 
Jordanians were arrested this 
month in a security clampdown 
before and during a Gulf Arab 
summit in Kuwait City. 

Palestinians say many were 
given exit visas and had to leave 
the country, some were freed and 
others remained in detention. 

A Palestinian man in his 70s 
said his son was arrested at a 
checkpoint. He was taken to a 
police station and has been held 
there ever since without charge. 

“Do you want me to believe 
that die extension q£ the applica- 
tions is because they want us to 
stay?” he asked, “TTiey are only 
giving us time to end our interests 
here and finish our packing.” 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians, seeking jobs and a 
second home, flocked to the oil- 
rich emirate after Israel was set 
up in 1948 and following the 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967. 


Also-rans in Algerian elections 
scramble to unite against Islamists 


ALGIERS (R) — Secular Alge- 
rians. shaken by a landslide lead 
by Muslim fundamentalists in the 
country’s first free general elec- 
tion, scrambled Tuesday to try to 
assemble their forces to “save the 
country." 

Trade unions, employers, man- 
agers and a human rights group 
joined a “National Committee to 
Save Algeria” after election su- 
pervisors announced official re- 
sults from a first-round vote. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), determined to put Alger- 
ia’s 25 million people under Isla- 
mic law, won 188 out of 231 seats 
decided in the first ballot for the 
430-seat parliament. 

“This first round has given a 
majority to a force which still 
declared itself against democracy 
and the constitution," the hastily 
formed committee said in a state- 
ment. 

More than 5.4 million of 13.26 
million eligible electors failed to 
cast their votes and- the FIS won 
the first round with just 3.26 
million votes. 

Heading the initiative to fight 
to fundamentalists is the main 
trade union, the Union General 


des Travaillaurs Algerians 
(UGTA), which has 800.000 
membeis. 

Six organisations joined the 
committee, including those repre- 
senting employers and managers 
in state and private firms and one 
of two human groups. 

The committee gave no details 
of how it intended to “save 
Algeria from the FIS” which 
needs just 28 seats to win out- 
right. 

One analyst said the vague 
character of the save Algeria 
committee, giving no precise lead 
to voters — either to turn up or 
boycott the second round — 
could discourage voters who 
might have backed the National 
Liberation Front (FL N), an d the 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS) in a 
second round. This could in- 
crease the FIS margin even more. 

In a separate initiative, the 
Communist Party called for the 
poD to be declared void and the 
FIS banned. 

“The only way out today is to 
put partisan interests aside and 
direct all efforts... towards 
annulling the parliamentary elec- 
tions... and banning totalitarian 


and obscurantist parties,” said tbe 
politburo of die hard-left Avant- 
grade Socialist Party (PAGS) 
which boycotted tbe election. 

Secretary-General Said Saadi 
of tbe Rally for Culture and' 
Democracy (RCD), whose party 
failed to win a angle seat, called 
for strikes and rallies “to stop the 
internal process.” 

“All actions are being studied. 
We must fight, fight... time pas- 
ses... the second round can be 
nothing less than entry into a 
tunnel with no exit,” he said. * 

FFS leader Hocine Ait Ahmad, 
whose party came second with 25 
seats, appealed earlier for a 
march for national unity in 
Algiers next Thursady. 

The former ruling FLN, which 
took just 15 seats, has appealed 
to voters who abstained to turn 
out in force in the January 16 
second round. 

Two leading candidates will 
compete for the 199 seats where 
none won 50 per cent at the first 
go- 

The FIS expected to have 
candidates in most run-offs, in 
competition mainly with the 
FLN. 


agMad heralds new year with 
security after car-bomb blast 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Baghdad prepared for its second 
new year under United Nations 
sanctions with tighter than usual 
security after the first car-bomb 
blast in years ripped through a 
hotel car park. 

Guards armed with heavy 
weapons stood watch on top of 
government buildings on Tuesday 
while a large number of uni- 
formed soldiers patrolled the en- 
trances. 

Guards at checkpoints 
throughout the city stopped driv- 
ers to examine identity papers. 

But a security blockade which 
virtually sealed off major hotels 
after Monday's explosion at the 
Ishtar Sheraton in central Bagh- 
dad was eased by Tuesday morn- 


ing. 

U.N. sources said the blast, 
which damaged or destroyed 10 
care and slightly injured a female 
hotel woriter, was caused by a 
large bomb placed in the boot of 


srivate car. , 

t was the first car Domb xn 
ire in the capital, where the 
rcrmnent keeps a tight grip on 


potential unrest. „ 

“It was definitely a message, 
said one diplomat. 

But it was unclear who the 


message might have been aimed 
at. 

The Ishtar is frequented by 
Iraqis but is directly across from a 
hotel used almost exclusively by 
U.N. staff posted in Baghdad 
since die end of the Gulf-war last 
February. 

“Who knows who (fid it,” said 
one Iraqi. “It could have been 
Kurds, it could have been Shiites, 
it could have been the govern- 
ment.” 

The army crushed anti- 
government rebellions in the 
Kurdish north and Shiite south 
after the Gulf war. 

Iraq had tightened visible 
security and increased searches 
for weapons, particularly in Kur- 
dish and Shiite areas, in the few 
days before the blast. 

The Iraqi government’s aefc- 
nowlegement of the explosion 
was its first of any violence since 
tbe springtime rebellions. 

Rumours frequently sweep 
Baghdad of attacks on army com- 
mand posts and government 
buildings but are impossible to 
substantiate in the tightly control- 
led society. 

The blast has not dampened 
the Iraqi mood for celebration. 

Major hotels, where Iraqis who 


.can afford it celebrate weddings, 
birthdays and holidays, are de- 
cked out in neon lights blinking 
“happy new year.” 

One hotel is charging 500 di- 
nars per couple for a dinner- 
dance, more money than a 
cabinet minister makes in a 
month in Iraq, where millions of 
people under the grip of U.N. 
trade sanctions are scrambling for 
food. 

Iraq’s protest 

Iraq's charge d’affaires was 
again summoned to the Foreign 
Ministry in Tehran Tuesday and 
handed a note protesting what 
was described as an attack against 
two Iranian diplomats in Bagh- 
dad last week. 

Tbe Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said Foreign 
Minis try official Mostafa Fouma- 
rt! also provided die Iraqi envoy 
with “the full identities of die 
plotters of the assault, and de- 
manded their extradition to the 
Islamic Republic.” 

The agency did not name the 
Iraq’s official, nor did it provide 
any further details beyond saying 
the two Iranian diplomats were 
“severely injured” in the attack 
Dec. 23. 



WHI TE YEAR-END: An in no vati v e driver has snowman perched on his hack as be drive-through the snow-dad streets of 
Amman Tuesday (see page 3) pmd ty vcusei *1 


Shamir battles for budget 


T57Y 

VJ 




budget might force elections 
ahead of their November 1992 
date. 

Hours before the midnight 
(2200 GMT) deadline for starting 
the debate in parliament, Mr. 
Shamir was not assured of a 
majority for the 107 billion shekel 
(S45.5 billion) budget. 

The religious factions were 
feuding over how to distribute 
funds for religious schools and 
institutions. Right-wingers de- 
manded more money for Jewish 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Parliament convened Tuesday 
to vote on preparatory legislation 
for the budget Debate on the 
budget is open-ended but was to 
begin before midnight Tuesday to 
end with a vote, said parliament 
spokeswoman Sarah Yitzhaki. 

Mr. Shamir headquartered 
himself in parliament for the day, 
and consulted with Finance 
Minister Yitzhak Modal and lead- 
ers of the coalition partners, Mr. 
Ahimeir said. 


Mr. Ahimeir appeared confi- 
dent the drama would end with- 
out the government failing. “I: is 
a known ritual that repeats itself 
every year before confirmation of 
die budget,” he said. “Small par- 
ties. religious and other, put their 
final demands on the table. We 
hope we will succeed.” 

He said Mr. Shamir would like 
the government to serve out its 
term. “But everyone can see 
what is happening around us. 
There is a possibility chat there 
will be crises and that elections 
will be held earlier than sche- 
duled," Mr. Ahimeir tolci Israel 
Radio. Mr. Moca: said t:. • dead- 
lock seemed to be worsening. He 
singled out the fighting over the 
special allocations for the reli- 
gious. 

Last week Mr. Modai said that 
if the pressure groups managed to 
extract the money, he would have 
to "knock on the doers of the 
United States, and good Jews and 
good gentiles" to help foot the 
bill. 


U.S. expects peace talks next 


Somali 
ceasefire 
appears 
to hold 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — Quite 
hung over Somalia’s battle-tom 
capital Mogadishu Tuesday as a 
ceasefire between clan factions 
appeared to be bolding after six 
weeks of vicious fighting, relief 
officials said. 

* 

“It’s still too early to say, but it 
was quiet overnight and the ceas- 
efire seems to be holding,” said a 
Nairobi-based United Nations 
official in contact with tile city. 

After several failed attempts in 
the past few days, neutral dan 
leaders apparently persuaded riv- 
al wofkwds Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad to stop mortar bombard- 
ments and gun battles at dusk on 
Monday, Nairobi-based aid 
workers said. 

They said leaders of the 
Hawiye dan-based United Soma- 
li Congress (USQ, to which Mr. 
Ah Mahdi and Gen. Aideed both 
belong through their membership 
of the same extended dan, were 
meeting in Mogadishu's old par- 
liament building. 

The terras of the ceasefire were 
unclear and relief workers were 
sceptical whether the uneasy 
peace could last for long. 

“Their ammunition is not run- 
ning out, why should they stop 
fighting?” said one aid worker. 

The Horn of Africa nation was 
first plunged into anarchy last 
January, when Hawiye guerrillas 
ousted dictator Mohammad Siad 
Barre and turned to bloody fami- 
ly feuding. 

Rough estimates for the Dum- 
ber killed and wounded in the 
capital since the current round of 
fighting started on Nov. 17 run up 
to 20,000, most of them civilians 
caught in crossfire. 

Fighting between rival factions 
also erupted last week in the port 
of Kismayu, 450 kilometres south 
of Mogadishu, aid workers said. 

O mar Cheiss, a warlord figure 
leading a rebel group which 
fought to topple Mr. Siad Barre 
and regarded as a long-term ally 
of Gen. Aideed, was reported to 
have taken control of the port 
and killed one of tbe ousted 
president’s top generals. 

Mr. Siad Barre is still living in 
his homeland region of western 
Somalia, dose to the Kenyan 
border, and the few people who 
have seen him report that be has 
been reduced to squalid condi- 
tions. 

Another dash in the northern 
Red Sea port of Berbers also 
appeared to have ended, sources 
said. 

Both sides in the Mogadishu 
conflict appeared to be trying to 
improve their positions in adv- 
ance of a United Nations peace 
mission due in the city on Friday, 
said Peter Stocker, regional 
director of the International 
Committee of tbe Red Sea 
(ICRC). 

U.N. General Secretary Javier 
Perez de Cuellar is sending James 
Jonah, his under-secretary for 
African affairs, to Mogadishu in 
an attempt to end the fighting. 
Mr. Jonah was to arrive in Nairo- 
bi on Thursday, then fly on to 
Mogadishu the next day. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, raring 
against a deadline, lobbied Tues- 
day for parliamentary approval of 
the 1992 budget in a vote seen as 
a crucial test for his government. 

The budget vote will be a 
pointer to the stability of Mr. 
Shamir's right-wing coalition gov- 
ernment, which has to deal with 
more controversial issues in the 
future, mainly tbe peace process. 

With 64 seats in the 120- 
member parliament, Mr. Shamir 
should theoretically have no 
problem: But four religious and 
two ultra-rightist coalition parties 
vowed to vote against the budget, 
and if they cany out their threat, 
it would be tantamount to the 
collapse of the coalition. 

“It’s like a motion of confi- 
dence. .. the conclusions are the 
same. We cannot imagine a situa- 
tion in which members of the 
coalition don’t vote for the 
budget,” Shamir spokesman Yos- 
si Ahimeir said in an interview. 
He hinted that failure of the 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Bush administration has ex- 
pressed confidence that Arab- 
Israeli peace talks would be re- 
sumed next week. But officials 
said a specific date had not been 
nailed down. 

“We are in touch with the 
parties regarding the details of 
the next round,” said Mr. 
Richard Boucher, a State Depart- 
ment spokesman, “We don’t 
have any announcements for 
you.” 

Israel is negotiating on three 
fronts with a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation, and with 
representatives of Syria and 
Lebanon. The talks recessed here 
on Dec. 17 with an infoimal 
understanding they intended to 
resume the week of Jan. 6. 

“I don't have any reason to 
doubt that,” Mr. Boucher said 
Monday. 

Tbe negotiations apparently 
will be held in Washington again, 
which is a big climbdown for 
Israel. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir wanted to deal with the 
Arabs in Middle East as a way of 


gaining symbolic recognition. 

Mr. Boucher, asked what role 
the United States was taking, 
said: “The intention of the Un- 
ited States is to continue to work 
with the parties to see the talks 
take place.” 

The last round did not produce 
solid results. But behind the dis- 
pute appears to lark an interest 
by both Israel and the Palesti- 
nians to reach an agreement. 

Asked whether reports were 
true that Israel has asked the 
United States to postpone the 
talks with the Syrians and the 
Lebanese but not with the 
Palestinians and the Jordanians, 
Mr. Boucher said: “I don't know. 
I hadn’t seen that report. I think 
as far as what Israel thinks and 
what Israel wants, you’d have to 
check with tbe Israelis.” 

Asked whether it was still U.S. 
policy that the U.S. was happy to 
see progress on any front and did 
not necesariiy tie one set of talks 
to the others, Mr. Boucher said: 
“I don’t want to start comment- 
ing on a report I haven't seen or 


to take the occasion of a report I 
haven't seen to reiterate what’s 
standard U.S. policy. We’ve ex- 
pressed ourselves before on the 
need for talks, on the importance 
of talks, and our desire to see 
people get together and get down 
to business. That remains the 
case.” 

‘No free peace’ — Egypt 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Tuesday Israel 
would not get peace for free and 
warned that Arabs would not 
continue to put up with what he 
called the Jewish state's intransi- 
gence in future negotiations. 

He said ties between Egypt and 
Iran were “tenser” over Gulf 
security arrangements and hinted 
that Tehran should not meddle in 
Arab affairs. 

“Israel cannot take anything 
for free,” Mr. Musa said in a 
statement to parliament's foreign 
relations committee. “Israel must 
recognise the rights of the Arab 
parties and return land to its 
owners. This is a position we 
cannot withdraw. 


Husseini fights an uphill battle 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — 

Few Palestinian leader Faisal Hus- 
semi, it was a rough day on the 
campaig n trail. 

On Monday morning, Mr. Husseini 
came to debate the peace process in a 
hall in the occupied West Bank town 
of Tulkarem, and was silenced by 
Muslim militants who threw rocks 
and bottles and shouted, “Dawn with 
the traitors.” 

In the evening, on the campus of 
Tel Aviv University, he had to dodge 
Jewish militants with placcards that 
read, “Death to Husseini the inciter.” 

“Peace is a battle.” remarked the 
5!-year-old Husseini after emerging 
unscathed from both incidents. 

The hardliners numbered only a 
few dozen on each side, but they 
represent the extremes of die debate 
that has tom both Israeli and Palesti- 
nian society since the U.S.-brokered 
peace process got under way. 

Having played a key role in leading 
the Palestinians into tbe talks, Mr. 
Husseini is now conducting a hectic 
campaign of public appea ra nces. In 
tbe West Bank, be must convince 
Palestinians that they have not been 
sold out. In Israel, he most prove to a 
suspicions electorate that his inten- 
tions are sincere. 


Mr. Husseini was invited to Tel 

Aviv University by a leftist group, 
which invited about 1,000 Israelis 
mostly known to be sympathetic to 
the demand for a Palestinian slate 
alongside Israel. 

He urged Israelis “to come out of 
the ghetto, stop thinking tbe whole 

world is against you.” He said a small 
Palestinian state could pose no milit- 
ary threat because it would “need 
every penny to rebuild itself," 

With Mr. Husseini on the podium 
were fellow Palestinian Ziad Abu 
Ziad and two Israeli former generals 
—Tel Aviv Mayor Shlomo Labat and 
Mordedhai Gur, a former chief of 
staff. 

The evening was suffused with iro- 
nies that demonstrate the subtle com- 
plexities of Middle East peacemak- 
ing. Mr. Lafut is firmly for Palesti- 
nian s tat ehood. His party, the ruling 
Likud, is against it. Pr^Palesthrian 
sentiment is strong in Mr. Gut’s 
L abour Party, but Mr. Gur lines up 
with die party leadership in thinkin g 
that statehood k a terrible idea. 

Mr. Abu Ziad. a bespectacled 
lawyer, described his people's painfiil 
journey away from the hope of eradi- 
cating Israel to accepting that it k 
here to stay. 


"We lived in a dream." he said, 
speaking the perfect Hebrew he 
taught himself in order to reach out to 
Israelis. 

But finally “we asked ourselves 
whether we could allow ourselves to 
go on living in the illusion that we 
could turn the dock back, or start 
dealing with reality.” 

* r - T(X * ay - ** said ' “we have passed 
from the dream of all Palestine to the 
approach of a two-stale solution — a 
state of Palestine alongside the state 
of Israel.” 

Mr. Husseini painted a vision of 
regional harmony in which Israel and 
its Arab neighbours could come 
together like Western Europe. 

Mr. Lahat spoke eloquently in sup- 
port of a Palestinian.stete, while Mr. 
Gur presented himself as the hard- 
nosed strategist, saying: "Nice words 
won’t solve the problem. Nice words 
must be accompanied by the right 
actions." 

He did not doubt Mr. Husseini’® 
good intentions, but worried about 
other processes beyond Israel’s con- 
trol, such as the Islamic surge dcroon- 
straied by the Algerian election re- 
sult, and the breakup of the Soviet 
Union which could add more Islamic 
republics to Israel's list of enemies. 
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Arabia expected 

keep Iraqi oil 
Deline closed 


DUBAI (R) — Iraq, desperate 
for an alternative to Turkey » a 
route for oil exports, will not be 
allowed to reopen its pipeline 
through Saudi Arabia while Sad- 
dam Hussein remains in power. 
Gulf industry sources say. 

Iraq has so far refused to 
accept United Nations terms for 
resuming limited oil sales. It says 
Turkey, designated as the sole 
point of export, has demanded 
exorbitant fees. 

Baghdad said last week it had 
repaired its section of the 1.6 
million barrels per day (bpdl 
capacity pipeline through Saudi 
Arabia, which ends at Saudi Red 
sea port of Muujjiz. and was 
ready to use it. 

■’Saudi Arabia will never allow 
Iraq to export oil through that 
pipeline as long as I Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein remains in 
power." said one oil industry 
executive close to Saudi thinking. 

Saudi Arabia closed the 1 .500- 
km pipeline and the oil terminal 
after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
August I'M) and a subsequent 
U.N. trade embargo slapped on 
Baghdad. 

Oil industry sources say there 
are still about 20 million barrels 
of Iraqi crude in the system, half 
in storage tanks at Muajjiz and 
half in the pipeline which crosses 
the Arabian Peninsula. 

The Gulf crisis also stopped 
Iraq's oil flowing through two 
other main outlets — the 1.6 
million bpd capacity twin pipeline 
through Turkey to the Mediterra- 
nean and its export terminal in 
the northern Gulf at Mina Al 
Bakr. 

The U.N. Security Council has 
given Baghdad permission to ex- 
port some oil to buy food and 
medicine. Iraq says the scheme 
infringes its sovereignty and the 
SI. 6 billion export limit is too low 
for its needs. 

Responding to Iraq's claim that 
it was demanding too much in 


pipeline fees. Turkey said last 
week it could negotiate a deal. 

Iraq said earlier this month that 
its Mina A( Bakr oil export ter- 
minal in the northern Gulf, dam- 
aged by allied forces during the 
war for the liberation of Kuwait, 
would be ready in the next two 
months. 

Oil industry sources said Bagh- 
dad's announcement about its 
section of the Iraqi-Saudi pipe- 
line. meant that it must have 
repaired a key pumping station 
hit by the allies. 

Iraq currently produces around 
450.000 bpd of oil for its domestic 
needs and a small amount for 
export to Jordan. Industry 
sources say it could push output 
up to 1.6 million bpd if exports 
are permitted. 

Iraq produced around 3.2 mil- 
lion bpd before it invaded 
Kuwait. Some of its oil produc- 
tion and transport facilities suf- 
fered heavy damage during the 
war. 

Another Gulf-based oil eco- 
nomist said Saudi Arabia might 
“amputate" its section of the 
pipeline and take over all the 
Terminal and pumping facilities. 

“Saudi Arabia might take over 
the whole thing on the grounds 
that Iraq never paid its construc- 
tion costs and pipeline fees," he 
said, adding such a decision was 
political and could only be taken 
at a high level in Saudi Arabia. 

The state-owned oil company 
Saudi Aramco operated the five 
pipeline pumping stations inside 
its own territory as well as the 
loading terminal at Muajjiz. 50 
kilometres south of Saudi Ara- 
bia's own Red Sea oil terminal at 
Yanbu. 

Saudi Arabia first allowed 
Baghdad in 1983 to export crude 
oil through its own petroline from 
the Gulf fields to the Red Sea. A 
special pipeline for Iraqi exports 
was completed in Jaunary last 
year at a cost of S2.7 billion. 


U.N.: 1980-88 war cost 
Iran $92 b in damages 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar estimated 
Iraq inflicted S97.2 billion in 
civilian damages to Iran dur- 
ing their 1980-88 war. accord- 
ing to a report obtained by 
Reuters Tuesday. 

He 'ever. the report stop- 
ped .:iort of recommending 
iraq pay reparations and in- 
stead suggested the United 
'•'a' convene a “round 
table" to get international 
reconstruction aid for Iran. 

The 119-page report, dis- 
tributed to Security Counci) 
members, was prepared by a 
former U.N. undersecretary- 
general Abdul Rahim Far- 
rah. who visited Iran from 
Nov. 7 to Dec. 1. 

His mission was based on a 

1987 Security Council resolu- 
tion that resulted in a U.N.- 
brokered ceasefire in August 

1988 and also asked the 
secretary-general to investi- 
gate responsibility for the 
war. 

In a report on Dec. 10. Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar blamed Iraq 
saving that although Iran had 
encroached on Iraqi terri- 
tory. this “did not justify 
Iraq’s aggression against 
Iran." 

Technically, the two re- 
ports could fuel Iranian de- 
mands for compensation 
from Baghdad, which is 
already obliged to pay huge 
reparations stemming from 
its August 1990 invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait. 

A Security Council source 


said that it would be counter- 
productive at this time to 
make Iraq compensate Iran, 
a measure not clearly spelled 
out in the 1987 resolution. 

Initial reactions from 
Tehran said the government 
appreciated Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar’s efforts, particularly 
on the need to collect dam- 
ages through “international 
channels." the Iranian news 
agency, IRNA, reported. 

Mr. Farrah. in his report, 
said he arrived at the $97.2 
billion figure for "non-milit- 
ary war damages" on the 
basis of Iranian government’s 
assessments, computed at 
1988 replacement costs. 

He said other indirect los- 
ses. such as the war's impact 
on the country's social and 
educational institutions, 
would have considerably 
raised this figure. But they 
were excluded because of the 
difficulty in calculating them. 

Iran's oil industry was also 
severely damaged but be- 
cause of its centra] role to the 
economy, immediate repairs 
were made to keep the oil 
flowing, he said. 

The report also noted “that 
the quantity and technical 
quality of the reconstruction 
effort is impressive, particu- 
larly since it has been almost 
completely undertaken 
through the domestic mobi- 
lisation of resources." 

But it said Iran's level of 
reconstruction was a “small 
fraction of what needed to be 
done." 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
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More rains arc expected in ibe va- 
rious parts of the Kingdom, and snow 
is expected io fail in hilly areas. Winds 
will Ik westerly to northwesterly fresh. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly dowdy and 
rainy and winds will be fresh and seas 
rough. 

Min ./mu. temp. 

Amman IV3 

Aqaba 6/14 

Deserts 2 1 6 

Ionian Valley 7/10 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 


Former 

hostages 

lead 

honour 


LONDON (A?) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth a honoured Britain's for- 
mer hostages in Lebanon with 
awards for their “courage and 
fortitude" Tuesday and bestowed 
knighthood upon actor-writer 
Dirk Bogarde. 

The annual new year's hon- 
our's list, like the queen’s birth- 
day honour's list in June, awards 
titles, honours and medals to 
some 1 .000 people in Britain and 
its former colonies. Although 
they are officially the monarch's 
honours, most names are selected 
by the government. 

Soprano Elisabeth Schwarz- 
kopf was made a dame, the 
woman's equivalent of knight- 
hood. 

Pioneering heart surgeon Mag- 
di Yacoub becomes a knight, as 
do Michael Checkland, director- 
general of the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC), and 
Hugh Annesley. chief constable 
of the Royal Ulster Constabul- 
ary, Northern Ireland's police 
force. 

Richard Eyre, director of Lon- 
don's Royal National Theatre, 
becomes a commander of the 
British empire (CBE). 

Obes, officers of the Order of 
British Empire, go to novelist and 
mystery writer Dorothy Dunnett. 
and to historical novelist Rosem- 
ary Sutdiff. 

Former hostages Terry Waite. 
John McCarthy. Jack Mann and 
Brian Keenan become comman- 
ders of the British empire, cited 
“for courage and fortitude while 
held hostage in the Lebanon." 

Mr. Keenan, who holds both 
Irish and British passports, was 
released in August 1990 after four 
years in captivity. His former 
cellmate, John McCarthy, was 
freed a year later after nearly 5^ 
years as a hostage. 

Mr. Mann, kidnapped in May 
1989, was freed Sept. 24 this year. 

News of the award for Britain's 
last-released hostage. Church of 
England envoy Terry Waite, 
came while he was vacationing 
with his family in the Bahamas. 

Mr. Waite, released last month 
after nearly five years in captiv- 
ity. issued a statement through 
the British high commission there 
that he was “pleased and hon- 
oured." 


Mr. Bogarde. Britain’s latest 
actor-knight, is also the author of 
five volumes of autobiography 
and three novels, and now writes 
book “Death in Venice." “The 
Spanish Gardener" and “Oh, 
Wh3t a Lovely War." 

Sir David Wilson, governor of 
Hong Kong, was made a baron, 
one of five life peerages bes- 
towed. Downing Street indicated 
Monday that Sir David would 
retire as governor before the end 
of 1992." 


Veteran news cameraman 
Mohammad Amin, who lost an 
arm in an explosion while report- 
ing with the BBC on last year s 
civil war in Ethiopia, was made a 
member of the British empire. 

Mr. Amin is back at work with 
an artificial arm and a specially 
adapted camera. "I never 
dreamed 1 would one day join 
this illustrious roll of honour. I 
just wish my father had lived to 
see the day," he said. 


Along with public figures in 
sports, the arts and politics, the 
honoured also include the less 
well-known. This year, for exam- 
ple. Elizabeth Pickard received 
the Royal Victoria Medal for her 
work as chief upholsterer at 
Buckingam Palace, and Fiona 
Jane Daliymple was awarded the 
Order of the British Empire 
“for services to the pig industry in 
Scotland." 
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Tehran Times says Swiss 
embassy closure too hasty 


NICOSIA (AP) — A leading 
Iranian newspaper Tuesday ack- 
nowledged the confiscation of a 
Swiss diplomat's passport at 
Tehran airport was a mistake, but 
said Switzerland reacted too 
hastily when it closed its embassy 
as a result. 

The English-language Tehran 
Times said the Swiss were using 
the incident as a "smoke screen" 
to cover up what it called Switzer- 
land's mistake in arresting an 
Iranian in connection with the 
murder of Iranian opposition fi- 
gure Shah pour Bakhtiar in Paris. 

The embassy was closed Sun- 
day after Christa Felder, a Swiss 
diplomat, was prevented from 
leaving the country. Her passport 
was confiscated for several hours, 
causing her to miss her flight. 

The Swiss also have looked 
after U.S. interests in Iran since 
1979. when Washington severed 
ties with Iran. 

“It is quite obvious that the 
Mehrabad airport staff have com- 
mitted a mistake which has to be 
looked into by the concerned 
authorities,” the Tehran Times 
said in its editorial. 

“But political observers believe 
that the closure of an embassy 
under such circumstances and in 
response to a mistake that could 
have taken place anywhere in the 
world is a hasty, unjustifiable and 
uncommon reaction.” 

The diplomatic squabble began 
Dec. 23 following the arrest of 
ZeyaJ Sarbadi, an Iranian sus- 
pected of assisting Mr. Bakhtiar’s 
killers. 

Mr. Bakhtiar, a former pre- 
mier and strong critic of Iran's 
Muslim fundamentalist leaders, 
was assassinated at his home near 
Paris on Aug. 6. 

Iran claims that Mr. Sarhadi, 
25, is an employee of the banian 
embassy in Bern and is immune 
from aTTest, but the Swiss say be 
entered Switzerland on a tourist 
visa in September and never reg- 
istered as a diplomat or embassy 


employee. 

Tie Tehran Times, which often 
reflects the view of President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, said in- 
formed observers “believe the 
Swiss authorities have come to 
realise their mistake in arresting 
Sarhadi and that was not at all 
involved in the Bakhtiar 
murder.” 

"The Swiss authorities are thus 
trying to create a smoke screen to 
cover their blunder, they are an- 
xious to create and international 
scandal so as to throw the ball 
back into the rival’s court," the 
newspaper wrote. 

It said Mr. Sarhadi apparently 
was arrested after Swiss author- 
ities received “false information'' 
and called upon the Swiss to 
“have the moral courage to con- 
fess to their mistake." 

Mr. Sarhadi filed a request for 
freedom Monday, claiming be is 
an embassy employee with im- 
munity from prosecution. 

An immediate federal court 
decision on his request is unlike- 
ly. France has until Jan. 10 to file 
a request for Mr. Sarhadi ’s ex- 
tradition. 

Another newspaper, the radic- 
al Jomhuri Is I ami, also urged 
Switzerland to make amends for 
what it called a "political mistake 
it has made in its relations in 
Tehran." 

The newspaper urged Switzer- 
land not to turn what it called 
France's failure to identify Mr. 
Bakhtiar's murderers “into her 
own problem." 

"Obviously, each country en- 
joys freedom in its relations with 
others and Switzerland is no ex- 
ception,” wrote the newspaper, 
quoted by the state-run Islamic 
Republic News Agnecy. 

“But, since the first step in this 
connection has been taken by 
Bern, the next measure determin- 
ing bilateral relations will depend 
on Tehran," the newspaper said, 
without elaborating on what Iran 
might do next. 


:erian women activists 


campaign against Islamists 


ALGIERS (AP) — Women's 
rights activists are charging Mus- 
lim fundamentalists who won 
Algeria's first free parliamentary 
elections with planning to return 
the country to rhe dark ages. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) hopes to impose a state 
guided by Koranic law. Many 
women tear they will be forced to 
wear veils and be denied jobs and 
education. 

The Independent Association 
for the Triumph of Women’s 
Rights, the country's largest such 
organisation, in a communique 
urged algerians to block the FIS 
from taking power. 

“Will the FIS voters, just 25 
per cent of the electorate, be 
allowed to impose the Middle 
Ages on all of Algeria? the group 
asked. “Will they be allowed to 
bury women alive?" 

Tire fundamentalist party won 
1S8 seats outright in last Thurs- 
day's election for the 430-seat 
national people's assembly, just 
28 short of a majority, according 
to final results released Monday 
by the Constitutional Council. 

The National Liberation Front 
(FLN), which ruled Algeria as a 
One-parry Marxist state for 29 
years, took just 16. The liberal 
Front for Socialist Forces finished 
second with 25. Three were won 
by independents. 

A run-off election will be held 
Jan. 16 for the 198 remaining 
seats, where there was no out- 
right majority. Most contests will 
pit the FIS against the FLN. 

The present parliament, com- 
posed entirely of the FLN, con- 
cluded its present session Mon- 
day. It seems the last time a 
purely FLN legislature gathers. 

The women warned that a FTS- 
run parliament could provoke a 
civil conflict. They urged voters 
who abstained last week to turn 
out Jan. 16 and "block the road 


to the FIS. 

Only 58 per cent of Algeria's 
13.3 million registered voters cast 
ballots in the first round. Many 
who abstained are believed to 
have been women, who are often 
controlled by their male relatives. 

Losing parties have contested 
the results in about 50 seats, 
mostly charging the fundamental- 
ists with irregularities. 

Allegations include pressuring 
voters outside polling stations, 
filling in ballots for illiterate vo- 
ters, and distributing consumer 
goods to voters in exchange for 
their support. 

Algeria's Sunni Muslims are 
more moderate than the Shiites 
running Iran. Acting FIS leader 
Abdul Kader Hachani, consi- 
dered a moderate, has said that 
Iranian-style people's courts will 
not be imposed, and that women 
will not be confined to their 
homes. 

But hardliners contend that 
women take jobs away from men 
and spend their money on 
makeup. 

Much of the party’s popular 
support comes from poor, unem- 
ployed young men. About 75 per 
cent of Algeria’s 25.7 million 
people are under 30, and unem- 
ployment stands at 23 per cent. 

Mr. Hachani has moderated 
FIS demands for early presiden- 
tial elections, saying President 
Chadli Benjedid should serve out 
the two years left on his term if be 
does not interfere with parlia- 
ment. 

Real political power is held by 
the president. Mr. Benjedid con- 
trols the army and is the only 
power that can launch reforms to 
the 1989 constitution guaran- 
teeing political pluralism. 

Mr. Benjedid has declared wil- 
lingness to stay in office whether 
the fundamentalists control par- 
liament or not. 


Iran daily 


warns 

Turkey 


TEHRAN (R) — A Tehran daily 
has said instability in former 
Soviet republics could make Ira- 
nian borders insecure and warned 
Turkey not tq whip up nationalist 
sentiment in the newly-indepen- 
dent countries. 

Expressing the first Iranian 
alarm about the political fallout 
from the Soviet Union's collapse, 
the Tehran Times said "foreign 
hands” were at work to stir trou- 
ble among Iran's Azeri and Turk- 
men minorities. 

Anti-Western Iran and NATO- 
member Turkey, each with their 
separate religions and ethnic ties 
with former Soviet republics, are 
vying for influence in the region. 

“TOe unstable condition in (the 
former Soviet) republics could be 
a serious cause of insecurity along 
the 2,200-kilometre border Iran 
shares with those countries," the 
pro-government paper said. 

"Already foreign hands can be 
felt to be at work in those repub- 
lics, especially in Azerbaijan and 
Turkmenistan, with the ultimate 
objective of brewing discord 
among Iranian Azeris and Turk- 
mens by instigating ethnic and 
nationalistic sentiments. 

"Apparently Washington ex- 
pects Turkey to play a dominant 
role in setting in motion the new 
nationalistic movements.” 

Iran is Shiite Muslim, Gke most 
Azeris, while Turks are mostly 
Sunnis, as are the majority of the 
people in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz- 
stan, Tajikistan. Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan. The six republics 
have a combined population of 60 
million. 

Iran shares a border with Turk- 
menistan in the northeast and 
Azerbaijan and Christian-domin- 
ated Armenia in the northwest. 

Turkish Prime Minister Suley- 
man Demirel said this month that 


government and business should 
act as "elder brother" for the 


newiy-independent republics. 

In Turkey's case, the former 
Soviet republics' ties are with its 
majority population, but in the 
case of Iran, the strongest link is 
with its 10 million Azeris. 

Some 1,000 people have been 
killed since 1988 in a dispute 
between Azerbaijan and Arme- 
nia over the Armenian-populated 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh in 
Azerbaijan. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoted die television sta- 
tion in Nakhichevan — a strip of 
Azerbaijan hemmed in by Iran, 
Armenia and Turkey — as re- 
porting that the area suffered 
from acute shortages because of a 
food and fuel blockade by 
Armenia. 

It said the television showed 
watch towers and border fences 
being stripped down by Azeris 
along the Iranian frontier. 

Thousands of Soviet Azeris, 
seeking to meet relatives in Ira- 
nian Azerbaijan, crossed illegally 
into Iran in early 1990 before 
Tehran and Moscow eased cross- 
border travel. 

Russia’s tsars took control of 
modi of the region after defeat- 
ing Persia in two wars early in the 
19th century. 

In 1945 a left-wing republic was 
set up in Iranian Azerbaijan 
under the shadow of the Soviet 
army which refused to withdraw 
like other allied forces at the end 
of World War U. 

It lasted a year, collapsing 
when the late Shah’s troops 
moved. in after the Soviet army 
finally pulled out. 

Iran's Islamic government has 
had no serious trouble with its 
Azeris since the 1979 revolution. 

There was minimal protest in 
parliament and press when an 
Iranian deputy made a speech in 
Azeri in parliament in Jaunary 
1990 after Moscow's military in- 
tervention in Baku fondled off a 
wave of pro-Azeri sentiment in 
Iran. 

Leftist groups active among the 
much smaller Turkmen minority 
were suppressed in 1980. 
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PLO urges protection of Palestinians 


TUNIS (AP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation (p£qi- 
asked the U.N. Security Council Monday to protect Pakstiaaasi; 
from Jewish settlers in tbe West Bank and Gaza Strip. Spokesman 
Ahmad Abdul Rahman said that tbe United Nations had been . 
asked to intervene following alleged acts of vandalism by Jewish 
settlers on the Palestinian village Anabta. The settlers, supposed 
by Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, “want toestabiohde . 
facto authority” in the occupied territories, Mr. Abdul Rahnra 
said. Mr. Abdul Rahman accused the settlers of trying to sabo&2 
the Middle East peace talks orchestrated by tbe United States; iarf j 
urged Washington to develop a harder line with Israel . -. j 


King Fahd promises assembly 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia's King Fahd has prrajusedjo 
establish tbe kingdom’s first representative assembly wiflrin ‘two 
months. He briefed the Saudi cabinet Monday of progress modern 
revising the way Saudi Arabia is governed and «tab&hmg'- a - 
co nsu ltative (shura) council, the official Saudi Press Agency • 
reported. He said the new rules would be pu Wished inffie montfcef 
Shaaban, which starts about Feb. 3. King Fahd pledged at die 
height of the Gulf crisis last year that he would introduce a shun 
council to establish an element of popular participation in 
government. The council’s functions are widely expected to be 
purely advisory. Western diplomats in the Gulf say it is enUkdy to 
have legislative powers although some of its members may be 
elected. But it will be a major innovation for Saudi Arabia where . 
tbe Al Saud family has ruled absolutely since King Fatal's father, 
the late King Abdul Aziz, established the kingdom in 1932, There 
are mainly-appointed consultative councils in other Gulf Arab 
states such as Oman. The government of Kuwait, the only Gul£ 
state that allowed a Western-style parliament until the mid- 1980s, 
has promised elections for a new legislative assembly next October. 


Three hurt by bombs in Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — A bomb in an Ankara rubbish bio and another 
planted in an Istanbul hotel car park wounded three people, - the 
Anatolian news agency reported Tuesday. It said two people 
slightly hurt when a bomb exploded underneath a car during' the 
night in the car park of a hotel, Swissotel the Bospfaoras, in 
Istanbul's Dolmababce district. A previously unknown left-wing 
group calling itself the People's Liberation Force claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack in a telephone call to Anatolian’s Istanbul 
office. In Ankara, a passer-by was seriously wounded by a bomb 
which went off in a rubbish bin outside tbe offices qf_-t}ie 
mass-circulated Hurriyet newspaper. It smashed all the buikfifigi 
ground-floor windows, but no-one inside was hurt. Anotaej 
previously unheard-of group, the Islamic Resistance Organisation, 
claimed responsibility for the attack in a call to the Ankara office of 
the liberal KfiDiyet newspaper. • 


Mubarak meets New York cardinal 


CAIRO (AP) — New York Cardinal John J. O’Connor, starting! • 

Middle East h umanitari an tour, met Tuesday with President Hosni , 
Mubarak. Cardinal O’Connor told reporters afterwards be fbgad IhQ f* 
Mr. Mubarak “very optimistic and very confident" about -the luui 
outcome of current Middle East peace efforts. But he said his talks • 
with the Egyptian leader were concerned primarily with;- the | 
activities of tbe organisation Cardinal O’Connor heads,-. life 3 Uv* 
Catholic Near East Welfare Association. “We have various 
h umanitarian activities — schools, hospitals, orphanages md-ro 
on,” Cardinal O’Connor said. The cardinal also will visit Israel, r ~ 
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria during bis tour, his fourt since 1986 as ~ -• 
the association's president. Cardinal O’Connor arrived Monday a ! ' : 
from Rome, -where he had an audience with Pope John PaoMt, 


Briton fined for flying over Rabat palace- 


•* ■ — •” r ~ • , 

•RABAT (R) — A Moroccan court fined a British pilot who flew 
low over oae of King Hassan’s palaces after losing his bearings in 
cloud, diplomats said Tuesday. Jonathan Barrett was oideredTb * : 
pay 2,000 dirhams ($250) for flying his light plane in a prohibited * 
zone. He flew over the king’s seaside palace at Skhirai rieSqr 
Rabat after being refused permission to land at Casablanca r^r 
because of bad weather. He was told to fly back to Rabat but jbst .- 

his way. When he came out of dense cloud he found himself over 
the palace. Diplomats said they bad no other dethrb about Mr. .■ 
Barrett or his plane. He was questioned by security forces' dh > r 
landing at Rabat but was not detained pending his court appear- - t. 
ance. ; ■ '-~ 


Morocco frees three French brothers 


RABAT (R) — The Moroccan authorities released three French 
brothers Monday jaded without trial since 1973 for allegedly 
helping military prisoners to escape, lawyers said. Tbe brothers 
Rene Midhat, Ali Auguste and Bajazet Jacques Bourequat were 
freed after spending 18 yean in a secret detention centre at 
Tazmamart in a remote part of the Atlas Mountains. The 
Bourequat brothers, who have dual French mid Moroccan 
nationality, were allegedly detained on suspicion of helping 
military prisoners to escape. Officials did not acknowledge they 
were detained. Relatives, including two sisters and another 
brother, were unable to obtain any news of their whereaboutvA 
lawyer who escorted the men out of prison said they had gone-lp 
stay with one of their sisters who lives in Casablanca. The 
Tazmamart jail was demolished in September and the inmates 
moved to other detention centres. 




Reporter appointed head of Israel army radfe 


TEL AVIV (R) — Defence Minister Mosbe Arens and tbe aria/iil 
chief of staff appointed veteran military correspondent Mosbe 
Shkmsky commander of armed forces radio, Israel Radio said 
| Monday. Oiief of Staff JEhud Barak and Mr. Arens turned to-MK 
Shkmsky following the resignation this weekend of the foster . 
commander after he criticised them in a newspaper interview; 
Israel Radio said<Reservist Amos Gil boa was in the post folg " 
than a week. Mr. Shkmsky, 43, has covered military affairs fo S 
Israel television for nearly a decade and had been slated to replace 
its correspondent m Germany, Israel Radio said. . J 
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Hrgtirai regions’ 

ini an s 


Is 


bills to increase 


(XT.) — The govern-, charge on bflls for at least seven 
"medt ptos to collect the cost of years to come up with the needed 


electrification 


rural 


J}** .Washed Tuesday 
' • lCr -. ^r^’JBae report quoted informed 


}' J tSfc : ^wrtesras saying that a total of 
‘ '^^ui pf - " vfllgges wfll be covered in the 

was to 


JD23, million. 
ir< 61 per kilowatt per 

- "^oor consumed mil be added to 
' the hills issued to subscribers so 
* as to. raise funds for the project. It 
p r> ’ is exj^eded to raise JD 3 million 
' T:n,v "*iS* anMalTy^noted the report. 
pT, -cit. ‘-.-The report said tbs govem- 


•ii asks.,?*- . m£^ : which mil be implementing 

' l e. -11 ?— ■» diMUiak ,1... T_J._ 




Li . r r . through the Jordan 
o :r. ^Electricity Authority (JEA), will 
J KcS?* -Jkusbe hnpoang the one fil extra 

3 


sum for the project. 

Should the government resort 
to borrowing the JD 23 million, it 
would have to pay at least JD 3 
million interest on the sum over 
the coming eight years. 

The JEA, which generates the 
electricity in Jordan and then sells 
it to the Jordan Electric Power 
Company (JEPCO) and the Irbid 
District Electricity Company 
(IDECO), and over the years 
demanded that the rural regions 
be supplied by electricity and had 
been urging JEPCO and the IDE- 
CO to cany out such projects. 

According to the report, the 
JEA bad early as 1980 suggested 
that the government collect one 
61 per kilowatt consumed to be 
paid to the two electric power 
companies to enable them to 


cany out this project. Successive 
governments, however, approved 
of the plan but foiled to imple- 
ment it. 

Still, the two companies which 
have concessions to carry out 
electrification projects in the Am- 
man and the Irbid regions had 
gone ahead with their rural elec- 
trification plans incurring addi- 
tional financial expenses without 
any compensation from the gov- 
ernment. 

Sources at the two companies 
were quoted as saying that the 
two companies will not forefeit 
their right to demand compensa- 
tion for the part of the rural 
regions they supplied with elec- 
tricity before the freezing of the 
plan took effect. 

JEPCO had sustained severe 
losses as a result of its expansion 
and its management had been 


adamantly refusing to respond 
favourably to workers demand 
for better pay. JI-PCO sources 
said that the workers are now 
threatening to stage a strike 
sometime in January to back their 
demands. 


JEPCO management sources 
said that the company has sus- 
tained JD 3 million in losses due 
to paying extra for the spare parts 
and equipment following the de- 
cline in the value of the dinar and 
because the company bad to hon- 
our its various commitments to- 
wards expansion under the con- 
cession given it by the govern- 
ment. 


The workers are demanding 
what would amount to JD 2.2 
million annually in increases, a 
health scheme and end of service 
compensation. 
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^Guardrails nwfalM in down town Amman and other i 
: being blamed for a decline in business (FOe photo) 


; to alleviate the traffic problem are 
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Chamber of Commerce complains 
of harmful effects to businesses 
of downtown reorganisation plan 


- 1 - 


: palace 


:hers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Plans to 
. .. v. .reorganise traffic in downtown 
Amman and the long rail built 
:l Along the pavements to stop 
,<r. : j‘ pedestrians irom spilling onto the. 
streets have stirred, a dispute be- 
tween the Amman * 
and the Amman Chamber 
Commerce. 

• Die chamber- board met in an 
emergency session Monday even- 
■ing to discuss the new plan which, 
y said, have had a de- 
__ unental effect on the commer- 
I” dpi. businesses downtown. 

“ t . i The chamber set up a comnrit- 
-T fee to take op the question with 
. V. ; -the. concerned authorities at Am- 
. j. ^ njaa mundp a Hty as previous indi- 
'■ vidual merchants' contacts with 
; die municipality proved fruitless, 
according to Chamber President 
Mohammad Asfour. 

.--Amman Municipality officials 
jiftd said earlier in December that 
.plans are underway for reorganis- 
ing, the downdown areas of Am- 




man at the cost of JD 2 million to 
facilitate traffic movement. Die 
rails, estimated to be 2,000 
metres long installed along the 
-pavements, were part of die plan. 

According to Mb’. Asfour. the 
--.new plans, which including some 
changes in the direction of traffic, 
have adversely affected the 
buying and selling activities, with 
some merchants reporting a 60 
per cent drop m business. 

Die committee set up by the 
Chamber of Commerce board 
will be demanding from the muni- 
cipality the following: 

— Return to the old system. 
New system is confusing to 
motorists and pedestrians alike, 
they said, 

— Removal of the rails so as to 
allow pedestrians to visit shops 
and various stores across the 
street, 

— Special arrangements for 
unloading goods to stores from 
trucks at certain poults. 


— And creation of areas where 
cars can park downtown so cus- 
tomers can shop. 

Upon announcing the reorgani- 
sation al plans, engineer Hussein 
Madam, the project director, said 
that the reorganisation ' would 
save JD 2 million worth of fuel 
now consumed by vehicles in 
traffic jams. In addition, there 
will be less pollution in the area, 
which contains the main shopping 
centres and banks. 


Mr. Madani noted that the 
installation of additional traffic 
lights, budding of pavements and 
other improvements entailed in 
the {dan would have to wait until 
funds have been secured. 

Several merchants and 
storekeepers in downtown Am- 
man have been airing their grie- 
vances in the daily papers about 
the harmful effects to their busi- 
ness of the rail and the changes in 
traffic directions. 
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As tawjihi students prepare for tests, 
weather may delay examinations 


% j AMMAN (J.T.) — Tawjihi stu- 
- " p dfeftts wiD start a 1 0-day mid-year 
. ’ aanrination session Thursday in 

different parts of the Kingdom 
and Ministry of Education 
sources said nearly 73,176 male 
rfemafc students are to take 
the tests in 971 examination halls. , 
,.^ 1 ? .The sources said that students 
literary, scientific, com- 
^marriah agricultural, industrial, 
management and nursing 
-^ . ^Sreams will take the examina- 
" turns, which were prepared by the 


Ministry of Education. 9700 male 
and female teachers were 
assigned the task to supervise die 
examination session at the 
assigned halls. 

Die .ministry’s teachers nor- 
mally begin marking and evaluat- 
ing the students answers as they 
are received. Each subject is ev- 
aluated separately. The results 
will not be out before the end of 
February, officials said. 

The same students wQl take 
their second and final examina- 


tion by the end of May 1992/ 

In view of the current bad 
weather conditions, sources said 
that the Ministry of Education 
could be malting special arrange- 
ments which might mean delaying 
certain examinations. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Tbouqan 
Hindawi said m a statement that 
should the snow fall continue, the 
ministry could take a decision 
Wednesday to delay the start of 
the tawjihi examinations. 


PS 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


l^ng congratulates Cuba 


•AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
T&esday seat a cable to Cuban President Fidel 
Castro to congratulate him in his name and on 
behalf <Sihe Jordanian government and people 
on Cabals national day. King Hussein wished Mr. 
Castro ca ntim wi good health and happiness and 
- Sbc Chbaa-peopte 'farther progress and prosper- 

■ \\:vv 


were extended to new projects which will be 
producing lighters and clothes. Five loans worth 
JD 63,000 were extended to existing industrial 
projects for expansion purposes. Two loans 
worth JD 170,000 were granted to two touristic 
projects to help them purchase cars and furni- 
ture. For the year, the IDB has granted 107 loans 
worth JD 15.39 million. 


$te£Mngratulates Sudan 


Sawt Al Shaab names new 
director 


r : ; AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Meat a able to Sudanese leader Omar 


•r ffossaa Al Bashir to congratulate him on his 
■’ — « j — rr - — wished Mr. 


. day. King Hussein 

, good health and happiness and 

j* ^Sudanese people farther progress and 

pronator, . 


AMMAN (Petra) — The board of directors of 
the Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily has appointed 
board member Mohammad Totah as director 
general of the company as of Dec. 24 when be 
assumed his new duties. 


Upper House to meet 


loans 


(Petra) ’ The Industrial Develop- 

has granted 11 loans worth JD 
_ _fo JhEuice industrial and touristic prt>" 

■* K'h- ^ %-iriiXBS, three worth JD 233,000 


AMMAN (Petra) — The speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament will hold a meeting Wednes- 
day to discuss a number of draft laws referred to 
the House. The session will be attended by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and the cabinet 
ministers. 
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Sboul 
leaves for 
ministers’ 
council 
meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Interior 
Minister Jawdat Al Sboul 
Wednesday leaves for Tunis at 
the head of a Jordanian delega- 
tion to take part in the meetings 
of the Arab Interior Ministers 
Council due to open Thursday. 

The three-day meeting is ex- 
pected to discuss topics related to 
a pan-Arab stategy on combating 
crime, inter-Arab cooperation in 
security matters and decisions 
passed by the first conference of 
Arab Police Chiefs, which was 
held recently in Tunis, with par- 
ticular attention on drug abuse. 

The meeting will also discuss a 
study prepared by the council's 
permanent secretariat related to 
facilitating the travel of Arab 
citizens among Arab states, ex- 
change of information about 
crimes and criminals and the 
prospect of issuing a unified 
travel card for vehicles from va- 
rious Arab states travelling across 
borders. 

Mr. Sboul is accompanied to 
the meeting by Public Security 
Department (PSD) Director 
Fadel' Ali and several other offi- 
cials. ; 

A technical committee had 
^eeri meeting in Tunis over the 
past few days to prepare for the 
ministerial meeting. 


v J ' ■ 


. ■ -* - V *.»- ‘ * 






.. — , 1 . 




Heavy snow and rain Tuesday blanketed most of Amman. Not all 
of Amman, however, stayed inside as some people took time out to 


— i . JgSL i 

take advaqt^ee of the year’s first snowfafl (Photos bv Yousef Al 

’AUan) • — 


Roads closed as Kingdom 
braces for more snow 


By A Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Severe weather con- 
ditions. heavy rain and blizzards 
Tuesday swept over the eastern 
Mediterranean countries as a re- 
sult of the low depression cen- 
tered northeast of Cyprus, 
according to Meteorology De- 
partment Director Ali Abanda. 

Dr. Abanda said in a statement 
to Radio Jordan that the depress- 
ion is accompanied by severely 
cold wind blowing from the polar 
regions causing a sharp drop in 
temperatures. 

On Tuesday, snow fell in Jor- 
dan on hilly regions, at least 1 ,000 
metres above sea level. By mid- 
night Tuesday a new cold front 
was predicted to affect the King- 
dom. causing further decline in 
temperatures and bringing about 
more hail and snow in Amman, 
Balqa. Ajloun and all other hilly 
areas in the northern and south- 
ern regions of Jordan. Dr. Aban- 
da said. 


He said that the severe weather 
conditions will continue through 
Wednesday, Thursday and Fri- 
day. 

By noon Tuesday, roads were 
still passable but many of them 


em pans of the capital and the 
road to Salt were difficult to 
travel on. 

The official said that pans of 
the road leading to the Jordan 
Valley were affected by land- 


Amman municipality on alert 


AMMAN (Petra) — The greater Amman municipality put all 
its equipment and machinery on alert In preparation for 

any emergency that might arise because of the prevailing weather, 
municipality sources said Tuesday. The sources said part of the 
equipment and machinery is available at the municipality's 
emergency office in the Raas Al Ein area. Other equipment is 
distributed over the remaining 20 constituencies of the capital, they 
added. Citizens can call the municipality’s telephone numbers, 
787111, 787109, to report any problems, they said. 


were covered by snow, making 
travel difficult depending on the 
location, according to the Public 
Security Depanment (PSD). 

A PSD official said that roads 
in Sweileh, Wadi Seer and west- 


slides and traffic had to be di- 
verted to side roads. The official 
said that in the northern regions 
around Irbid, road-clearing 
equipment went into action after 
roads had been blocked by snow. 


These roads were mainly around 
Jerash and Ajloun. 

The official cautioned motor- 
ists to travel very carefully. 

The president of the University 
of Jordan announced the closure 
of the university in the next two 
days in view of the severe weath- 
er conditions and as roads are 
being blocked bv snow. 

M"c an while, the PSD 
announced that it was taking ex- 
tra measures in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Public Works and 
the Civil Defence Department to 
deal with any emergnecy on the 
roads and in residential areas 
affected by the current storm. 

A spokesman for the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company in 
Zarqa said that extra measures 
had been taken to ensure suffi- 
cient fuel to all regions of the 
Kingdom. 

Police and municipal author- 
ities in Tafileh. Irbid, Karak and 
other areas have reported that 
they were taking extra pre- 
cautionary measures to deal with 
any emergency. 
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Ministry preparing plan to help 
modernise works in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat Tuesday said that the 
ministry is preparing a new plan 
to achieve qualitative progress in 
municipal work. 

The plan enviages a modernisa- 
tion of legislations of the minis- 
try's duties and activities and 
expands its terms of reference to 
enable it cope with the increasing 
volume of work. 

The new plan gives wider re- 
sponse bilites to mayors to help 
them improve the services 
offered to the citizens, the minis- 
ter said. He pointed out that the 
ministry will bold a national con- 
ference for chairmen of municipal 
councils during which they will 
discuss means of developing 
municipal work and services 
through involving the parties con- 


cerned in developing local man- 
agement. 

He noted that the ministry had 
prepared a memorandum calling 
pn the government to authorise 
an increase in the mayors' salar- 
ies. The ministry had allocated 
JD 3 million this year to support 
* local councils, be added. A simi- 
lar amount was also earmarked to 
the village municipal councils to 
spend on their projects during 
1992 and to enable them over- 
come their difficult financial 
situations, he said. 


paigns, planting of trees and con- 
structing new gardens. 


In this regard. Dr. Tubeishat 
pointed out that the ministry was 
in the process of preparing a work 
plan to construct a garden in each 
city or village and to name it 
‘The Hashemite Garden.” 


Dr. Tubeishat, who was speak- 
ing during a meeting with provin- 
cial governors, mayors and heads 
of village councils in Balqa Gov- 
ernorate, stressed the importance 
of abiding by the organisation’s 
provisions and called for directing 
special attention to cleanup cam- 


At the end of the meeting, an 
intensive debate took place dur- 
ing which the minister pointed 
out that the cities and villages 
development bank was ready to 
grant loans to any municipality to 
help it finance any investment 
project. He called for the fair 
distribution of services in all the 
aties and villages of Jordan and 
added that the ministry in the 
process of developing the muni- 
cipal and rural affairs depart- 
ments and to create a new 
maintenance unit. 



GERMAN AID TO PSD — The German govern- 
ment has announced that it wffl offer equipment 
aid to tbe Public Security Department totaling U 
million Dentsehemarks. According to an 
mim n nf w nwit Monday by the German embassy 
in Amman, the aid is to cover the period 
1992-1994. The scope and details of thb aid have 


to be fixed through mutual agreement, the 
announcement said. Earlier this year, the Goman 
government provided Jordan with three helicop- 
ters and vehicles with special equipment to 
combat drug trafficking and monitor border areas 
to prevent snuggling. 


Lower House speaker reviews 
ties with Iranian delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat Tuesday 
met with the visiting Iranian de- 
legation headed by Atallah 
Mahaj Irani, the assistant for par- 
liamentary and legal affairs to 
President Ali Hashemi Rafcan- 
jani and discussed with him issues 
of common concern. 

Dr. Arabiyat said that Jordan 
had faced and is still faring the 
Zionist challenges and that it had 
lived the Palestinian question 
since its beginnings. 

He added that Jordan had al- 
ways been on the frontline in 
defending the Arab Nation. 

Dr. Arabiyat said that Jordan 
had always supported Palesti- 
nians and the Palestine cause and 
pointed out that the Lower 
House includes a special commit- 
tee on Palestine and the occupied 
territories. 


Mr. Muhajirqni said he had 
noted the effective role played by 
the Lower House in all fields, 
particularly in the field of nation- 
al legislation and implementation 
of government derisions. 

He noted that the Palestine 
question is a basic issue for the 
Iranians and voiced his country’s 
support for it. He added that the 
Iranian Consultative (S hours.) 
Council has a special Committee 
on Palestine. 

Mr. Mubajirani congratulated 
Dr. Arabiyat on his re-election as 
speaker of the Lowr House. 

At the end of the meeting, an 
extensive debate took place be- 
tween the Iranian delegation and 
members of the Lower House. 
The debate touched upon the 
Gulf crisis, elections in Algeria, 
the conditions in the region, the 
peace conference and the situa- 
tions of the Islamic Nation. 


Minister visits Zarqa, 
reviews social situation 


ZARQA (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Social Development plans to 
open two offices in Zarqa to 
promote the voluntary work and 
the role of charitable organisa- 
tions in the Zarqa Gove morale. 
Minister of Social Development 
Amin Mashaqbeh announced 
Tuesday. 

The ministry also plans to 
widen the scope of activities of 
the National Aid Fund (NAF) in 
order to ensure aid to the greatest 
number of needy groups in the 
govemorate, the minister said. 
He was visiting Zarqa to meet 
with Governor Mohammad AJ 
Shobaki and other local officials 
to review services and projects in 
the region. 

The Ministry of Social De- 
velopment is directing its atten- 
tion to the needy groups and it 
plans to promote the role of 
charitable and voluntary orga- 
nisations in all regions, the minis- 
ter said. 

He said special attention would 
be given to a programme entail- 
ing vocational training courses 
stressing the need for small-sized 
income-generating projects to 
deal with the questions of poverty 
and unemployment in (he Zarqa 
region. 

The ministry will also give due 
attention to the work of the NAF 
with the purpose of providing for 



Amin Mashaqbeh 

the needs of poor families. A JD 
8 million allocation in the 1992 
budget will be distributed to these 
needy groups in Jordan, the 
minister added. 

Mr. Shobaki briefed the minis- 
ter on the social development 
services in the Zarqa region and 
about the general situation in the 
city. 

Zarqa Social Development De- 
partment Director Ahmad Lafi 
said that two charitable societies 
in Zarqa are now spending JD 
25,000 monthly to aid 1,200 
needy families in the region 
Several deputies from the Zarqa 
area attended the meeting. M 

Later, the minister, accompa- 
nied by some officials, visited the 
charitable societies in the Zarqa 
region and inspected their activi- 
ties. 
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By Dr. Abdallah Ma&j 


Economic Forum 


u 


IT has become fashionable for those who pose as sophisticated 
economic intellectuals to talk about economic disequilibria. This 
is legitimate because the Jordanian economy is really suffering 
from disequilibrium which has to be straightened out. However 
that talk is sometimes done vaguely or in very broad terms 
which, by accident or design, are used to cover arbitrary and 
sometimes erroneous economic theorisation. 

We must always remind ourselves that trade deficit is an 
integral part of the current account deficit. If the current account 
is in surplus, it is meaningless to worry so much about rrade 
deficit. 

The current account deficit is, in rum, part of the deficit of the 
balance of payments (b/p), when there is such one. More 
precisely, the current account is pari of what is termed the "basic 
balance of payments”, that is the overall b/p less the monetary 
sector. The overall b/p must by definition be always in a state of 
equilibrium so that we would not, in scientific terms, talk about a 
deficit or surplus in this context but only about a favourable or 
unfavourable b/p. 

The basic b/p deficit is the only disequilibrium that matters with 
respect to the economic crisis of Jordan represented in our 


inability to pay our external loans: and it is the core of the 
adjustment process. The IMF-sponsored economic adjustment 
programme has addressed this problem through rescheduling of 
loans which fall due and thereby eliminated the 1 deficit, but only 
artificially. Rescheduling of loans postpones the problem but does 
not solve it. Other measures prescribed by the IMF are not 
related to healing that deficit except in a very indirect way. 
Floating interest rates, abolishing subsidies on basic consumption 
goods, rationalising domestic credit and compressing the budget 
deficit are measures which are sought as a matter of principle 
because they serve to improve the performance of the economy 
even if it is already performing very well. In other words, they are 
not tied to a specific problem, be it external indebtedness or 
otherwise. 

Free trade and a liberal import policy stand out as odd 
measures among the standard bundle of measures which the IMF 
prescribes to adjust the stalled economies of developing coun- 
tries. This oddity is exclusively very true when the problem at 
stake is the inability to repay external loans, as is the persent case 
of Jordan. This problem originally emanates from excessive 
imports of goods and services and subsequently has to be reversed 
through less imports. A policy of imports based on open borders 


wiil onlv exacerbate the indebtedness delay ;ls foh&cs 

and can actually perpetuate it import:; dt» not tniy 

foreign exchange earnings, which m«.c he alUrtc^. to the ret:rr- 
ment of external loans, but •*■■!! ?.!*-■ "c-rnsume ccwtomtc grnstf; 
itself, because they transfer income tn lOrcigners who supply 
these imports and thus dangerously constrain the of the 

indigenous economy. This detrimental impact on economic 
growth is so dangerous because i: >' invisible and thertrofe can 
pass unnoticed and continue unchccxeo. It i:. needless tv say that 
the ultimate solution to the problem or cctinumsc imdeidevclnp. 
ment itself lies in economic grow th because this growth is the oeft 
mechanism that can provide effective solution to competing and 
sometimes contradictory objectives *uch as the need !C bolster 
savings and consumption, giving wage increases and containing 
inflation, paying external debt and raiding living standards, 
checking budget deficit and avoiding raising trtx rates. 

Economic disequilibrium is almost a constant fcaterc nr 
economic life, adjustment is also a continuous need. Whrf 
remains is to identify the best means for achieving this goal. Such 
identification is not the monopoly of the '■privileged” few To 
admit this is one of the prerequisites •.»? -• successful economic 
management and a successful adjustment. 


: LIKE 3993 , the year 1992 could also be a decisive one. 

; Tie pssi year saw the dissolution of the Soviet Union 
: as a superpower, the destruction of Iraq, the breakup 
« ji Yugoslavia and numerous events of great signifi- 

■ cance. It also ushered in a new world order, though 
i siIY! in its formative stages. 

The year also saw the parties to the Arab-fsraeli 
: conflict start a long-sought quest for peace. That year 
! TvuJ surely be remembered in the annals of history as a 
; turning point. 

; So what is in store for 1992? 

Surely, no one can predict with any certainty what 
’ the new year holds. The past year and indeed the past 
decade have shown how difficult it is to tell with any 
; near certainty the future. People around the world are 
: full of both fear and hope; fear of things going wrong, 

' iii; they did in Yugoslavia, for example, and hope that 
the new year would straighten matters and solve 
[ problems. 

; Most certainly peoples and nations will try to 
; position themselves in ways that would ensure, protect 
; ond sriaace their interests. The U.S., the sole world 
, superpower, will have to define its role In the new. 
! ©?d=r. It will have to choose, as President George Bosh 
! recently asserted, between taking an active and 
! constructive role in world politics or opting for 
! isolation. Europe, individually and collectively, will 
| also have to assert a new position for itself in world 
1 affairs. The emerging new countries — the ex-Soviet 
! republics — will most probably find 1992 a difficult 
: year given the internal and external problems that 
j piagias them. 

While Arabs get ahead with their quest for peace, 

; they face tremendous dilemmas. Inter-Arab fightings 
j food shortage, poverty, social imbalances, lack of 
; liberty and democracy, these and many more are 
problems we have to face and address, not only in 1992 
• bai beyond. No matter what explanations are offered 

■ for ihe present-day backwardness of the Arab World, 

' Arabs most think anew and think differently. Our 
; 33S2rs and methods, from one family rule to the Arab 
; League, are outdated, inefficient and corrupt. The 
' pre-Gulf war order, that many are trying to resurrect, 
j '”53! not serve ns any more. 

Jordan is certainly on the right track despite all the 
: Scullies and a!! the expected hardships ahead. The 
: country’s present problems should prompt us to devise 
j alternative methods for addressing them. We have 
i foand, with much pain and bitterness, that many of 
oar past-held beliefs were not based on solid and firm 
gsrcads. We have seen that many of our methods have 
failed us because they are either outdated or 111- 
perceived. V/e must change and fast. And 1992, with 
di the connotations that go with it, must prompt us to 
begin ihe search for a decent vision of the future. 


AL IVA’I Tuesday voiced congratulations to the government of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker for Parliament's endorse- 
ment of the 1992 budget and said that the deputies' debate of the 
buJeet law showed a high degree of national awareness and 
reflected Parliament's determination to work With the govern- 
ment to overcome the present economic difficulties. Indeed, the 
Parliament members' discussions and views reflected their con- 
:cra to protect the democratic process and to maintain dose 
vorking relationship with the government to help it deal with 
enronje issues facing the Kingdom, the paper added. The 
;Lputies, as well as the government, realise the magnitude of the 
.-jonomic problems facing Jordan and the Jordanian citizens 
i sincerely hope that close cooperation between the legislative and 
jivicuiive authorities will now emerge as the highest level to rid 
tiis country of these ills, the paper said. It said that the questions 
:■? poverty, unemployment and soaring cost of living can only be 
cealt with through such dose cooperation and the question of the 
country’s debts must be handled with care and serious efforts if 
the country is to be tidied over the present difficult situation. The 
Jordanian citizens, said the paper, now look with a greater 
mia^urc of hope that the government and Parliament will join 
end pool their efforts to achieve the aspired goals. 

• A .. • 1st in Al Ra’i daily tackled the situation in Lebanon 

: v.i said. Zionist agents were still active trying hard to 

i dei. :he country's security. Abdul Rahim Omar said that all 

; inti: , point to the fact that Israel was behind the carbomb 

; ana;., in West Beirut and behind the American University of 

Beirut blast, and stressed (hat the Israeli leadership was trying to 
■ create vi visions in Lebanon to revive the civil strife and sabotage 
: iCii country's security. Israel has found that it gained nothing from 
; tiie security arrangements that brought about an end to the civil 
! war in Lebanon, that its objectives have not been realised in the 
! south, and so it is now turning its attention back to creating 
trouble for the Lebanese, hoping to undermine thehr peace, said 
j the writer. There is no doubt that Israel has found itself besieged 
I by the Arabs, demanding an end to its occupation of Lebanese, 
- Syrian and Palestinian lands, and has resorted to criminal actions 
\ to revive the cycle of violence in the region so that the Arabs can 
: forget about Israel's occupation, the writer added. The Lebanese 

• government, he said, ought to take all the necessary measures to 
j end for good the presence of Israeli agents in Lebanon so that the 

• Lebanese can once again enjoy peace and security. 


ON July 8. 1991, Luis Antonio 
Morales Ortega, a journalist well 
known for his investigation into 
human rights abuses in his native 
Peru, announced via Radio Wan, 
a local radio station, that he had 
received death threats from the 
Anti-Teromst Liberation Com- 
mand, a par amilitar y group be- 
lieved to be linked to the security 
forces. Just five days later, two 
young men in a passing car shot 
Luis Morales dead as be tried to 
escape into the house of a relative 
in the city of Humanaga in 
Ayacucho department. 

During the previous months 
the Anti-Terrorist Liberation 
Command had threatened staff at 
Radio Wari. leading them to 
broadcast death threats against 
two other journalists who had 
accused the security forces of 
committing human rights viola- 
tions in Ayacucho. The text of 
the threats included the follow- 
ing: “We tell this rat, delinquent, 
terrorist, disguised as a journal- 
ist, this bloody dog Magno Sosa 
Rojas... that he will die like a 
beheaded dog... we are following 
his steps very closely, bis days are 
numbered...” 

Since 1982, when Ayacucho 
was first placed under military 
control, journalists who have 
brought human rights abuses to 
national and mtematmoal atten- 
tion have been targetted by the 
security forces or allied paramilit- 
ary groups. At least 15 journalists 
have been killed by the security 
forces or groups linked with them 
in Ayacucho department in the 
last nine years. 

Journalists in other parts, of 
Peru are also at risk. In August 
1991 the Anti-Terrorist libera- 
tion Command issued death 
threats against Jorge CMveza 
Morales, a journalist for La Re- 
publican a Lima daily newspaper 
which has given extensive cover- 
age to human rights issues. 

In countries around the world, 
journalists attempting to expose 
human rights violations have 
themselves become victims. 
Some have been killed outright, 
others have been silenced by 
being imprisoned or threatened 
with imprisonment. Also, wri- 
ters, novelists and poets whose 
work is deemed critical of the 
authorities risk detention, impris- 
onment, torture and in some 
cases death. Some of these jour- 
nalists and writers are prisoners 
of conscience, jailed because of 
their professional activities or for 
exercising their right to freedom 
of expression. 

In Malawi. Jack Mapanje, the 
internationally renowned poet 
and a prisoner of conscience since 
Sept. 25. 1987, was released on 
May 10. 1991, after nearly four 
years in detention without charge 
or trial. 

Under Malawi's Public Secur- 
ity Regulations, the official 
reason for his detention was nev- 
er disclosed, but it is widely be- 
lieved that the increasingly poli- 
tical themes of this poetry had 
incurred the disapproval of the 
authorities. 

In Colombo, Sri Lanka, in the 
'early hours of Feb. 18, 1990, 
Richard de Zoysa, a journalist, 
broadcaster and actor, was drag- 
ged from his home by six armed 
meu, one or two of whom were 
reportedly wearing police uni- 
form. The following day bis 
naked body was washed up on a 
nearby beach. An autopsy found 
that Richard de Zoysa had died 
instantly from gunshots through 
jthe neck and the head fired at 
[close range. 


The Sri Lankan and Interna- 
tiona] press has speculated about 
the possible reasons for the 
abduction and murder of Richard 
de Zoysa. His killing may have 
been linked to the “disappear- 
ance” in January 1990 of Laksh- 
tnan Perera, who bad produced a 
play written by Richard de Zoysa 
called “Me Kauda? Mokada 


Karanne?” (“Who is he? What is 
he doing?”), a phrase used to 



describe President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa during the presiden- 
tial election in December 1988. 
Other reports suggest that 
Richard Zoysa was killed in re- 
taliation for his news reports on 
foe human rights situation in Sri 
Lanka. 

In June 1990 Richard de Zoysa 
's mother. Dr. Manorani Sarava- 
namuttu, and Batty Weerakoon, 
the lawyer appearing on her be- 
half at the magisterial inquiry into 
foe abduction and killing of her 
son, received a series of death 
threats telling them to stop pur- 
suing foe case. Dr. Saravanamut- 
tu, who had witnesses her son's 
kidnapping, had named a senior 
superintendent of police as one of 
foe abductors. 

The magisterial inquiry was 
discontinued on Aug. 30, 1990, 
and no action has been taken 
against foe police officer alleged- 
ly involved. 

Foreign and national journal- 
ists in Guatemala continue to 
receive threatening messages, 
apparently from members of foe 
security forces or those acting, 
with foeir acquiescence. Some of 
those threatened have felt 
obliged to leave the country for 
their own safety. Others have 
been openly attacked. 

Byron Barrera Ortiz, a Guate- 
malan journalist, was shot by two 
men on a motorcycle while driv- 
ing in his car in Guatemala City in 
October 1990. His wife, Refugio 
Araceli Vilanueva, also in foe 
car. was killed instantly; Byron 
Barrsra and a friend who was 
with them were wounded. Shortly 
after foe attack, Byron Barrera 
Oritz and bis two children went to 
live abroad. 

Byron Barrera later stated that 
his life was saved only because be 
was wearing a bullet-proof vest. 
He said that he had been fol- 
lowed by two men on a motorcy- 
cle the day before foe attack, an 
incident he reported to the secret- 
ary of public relations of the 
presidency of foe Republic of 
Guatemala, who-promised to in- 
vestigate. 

Byron Earrera had returned' to 
Guatemala in 1985 after several 
years in exile. He was foe director 
of the Central American News 
Agency, and vice-president of foe 
Guatemalan Journalists Associa- 
tion. Byron Barrera had been the 
editor of foe weekly newspaper 
La Epoca, which had published 
many articles critical of foe gov- 
ernment, until June 1988 when 
foe newspaper's offices were fire- 
bombed reportedly by members 
of the security forces. The news- 
paper never reopened. 

In an open letter dated Nov. 1, 
1990, Byron Barrera stated that 
“Guatemala continues to be a 
jand for no one, a land of impun-. 
ity, death and desolation.” He 
added: “I have had to explain the 
truth to ray children: foe people 
of their country who are conspi- 
cuous for their ideas of freedom 
are assassinated.” 

On Aug. 10, 1991, Byron Bar- 
rera returned to Guatemala to 
present evidence to the Fifth 
Court of Penal Justice in Amatit- 
Idn, department of Guatemala, 
which was investigating the case. 
While there he gave a news con- 
ference declaring that he believed 
members of foe armed forces 
were involved in foe attempt on 
his life. 

Guatemalan journalists were 
anonymously warned not to con- 
tinue publishing information on 
the case. In August 1991, Juan 
Carlos Ruiz of the weekly maga- 
zine, Crimea, Hugo Garda of 
the : daily newspaper, Grafico. 
and Sflvino Velasquez of the daily 
newspaper, Prensa Libre, re- 
ceived anonymous threatening 
telephone calls, warning them to 
stop reporting on well-publicised 
cases concerning the alleged in- 
volvement of military personnel 
in human rights violations, in- 
ducting the attack on Byron Bar- 
rera. The Prosecutors Office at 
the Public Ministry which was 


investigating foe case reportedly 
received similar threats. Two 
lawyers hired by Bryon Barrera 
were also threatened and have 
since withdrawn from the case. 

According to Byron Ban-era, 
the authorities have shown little 
determination to proceed with 
foe investigation into foe attempt 
on his life and foe killing of his 
wife despite evidence implicating 
members of foe armed forces. 

Some countries bring criminal 
charges gainst those who publish 
real or implied critidsm of the 
authorities. Such charges include 
“showing contempt,” 
“spreadiong false information” 
and “sedition.” 

Two well-known journalists in 
Cameroon were convicted in 
January 1991 of publishing an 
article criticising the government. 
Pius Njawe, editor of Le Messa- 
ges a Douala newspaper, and 
Cefestin Monga, author of the 
article, were charged with show- 
ing contempt for Cameroon's 
head of state, the courts and 
members of the national assem- 
bly. Despite nationwide protests, 
foe two were convicted of “show- 
ing contempt for the National 
Assembly”: they were given sus- 
pended prison sentences and 
fines. 



Salih AJ 'Azzaz, a former pris- 
oner of conscience in Saudi 
Arabia, fie was arrested in 
November 1990, reportedly 
while taking photographs of a 
peaceful women's demonstra- 
tion. fie was released in March 
1993, after four months in de- 
tention. 

In December 1990 the Came- 
roon government had introduced 
laws aimed at tightening press 
censorship. The legislation en- 
ables the government to seize or 
ban newspapers “in case of con- 
flict with foe principles of public 
policy.” On a number of occa- 
sions in early 1991 foe authorities 
seized copies of Le Mesager. One 
such confiscation followed the 
publication in April of the names 
of all those convicted or held in 
administrative detention in con- 
nection with a 1984 coup attempt 
in Cameroon. The article de- 
scribed foe grossly unsatisfactory 
conditions in which the prisoners 
had been held and named the 
prisoners who had died in Nkon- 
dengui prison since 1984. In 
September, foe Cameroonian au- 
thorities banned Le Mesager and 
four other newspapers. 

In South Korea, Chang Ui- 
gytm, a publisher specialising in 
books on ancient Korean history, 
is serving an eight-year prison 
sentence under the National 
Security Law. In 1982 his pub- 
lishing licence was withdrawn af- 
ter he published a book of poetry 
which was critical of the govern- 
ment. Chang Ui-gyun then spent 
two years in Japan where he 
studied ancient Korean history at 
Kyoto University. While there he 
is said to have discussed North 
Korea's proposals for the reuni- 
fication of the Korean peninsula. 
In May 1986 he organised a meet- 
ing on Korean unification, where 
a song which he had written on 
the subject was performed. 

Shortly after his Teturn to 
South Korea in 1987, Chang Ui- 
gyun was arrested and charged cm 
several counts under the National 
Security Law, including that of 


transmitting state secrets. He de- 
nied all charges of espionage but 
was convicted by foe court and 
jailed. Amnesty International 
(Al) believes that Chang Ui-gyun 
is detained for his peaceful poli- 
tical views and activities and that 
foe charges of espionage against 
him have not been substantiated. 

In Rwanda, at least 30 people 
accused of offences related to 
freedom of expression and asso- 
ciation were tried between March 
and October 1990. Farther 
arrests and trials of journalists 
occurred in 1991. Although many 
newspapers have begun publica- 
tion over the past two years, the 
government has been unwilling to 
tolerate open criticism of govern- 
ment officials or policies. Rwa- 
bukwisi Vincent, the editor of 
Kanguka newspaper, was 
arrested in July 1990 and charged 
with “endangering foe security of 
foe state,” apparently because be 
had travelled to the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, and met Rwan- 
dese exiles, including the former 
King of Rwanda. The State 
Security Court twice failed to 
convict him due to lack of evi- 
dence. But in October 1990, after 
Uganda-based Rwandese exiles 
attacked Rwanda's northern bor- 
der, the same court sentenced 
him to 15 years’ imprisonment, 
apparently without hearing any 
new evidence. In May 1991 Rwa- 
bukwisi Vincent was released by 
order of the Cour de Cassation 
(Supreme Court), pending a new 
trial by foe State Security Court. 
A month later be was one of four 
journalists arrested for publishing 
articles critical of the authorities. 
Rwabukwisi Vincent was charged 
with endangering the security of 
the state, apparently because the 
authorities said what he had writ- 
ten for publication expressed sup- 
port for foe rebels. He was re- 
leased in September 1991 but the 
charge against him reportedly 
were not dropped. It is not dear 
whether or not he will be brought 
to trial. 

Al continues to be concerned 
by the Iranian government's en- 
dorsement of threats against the 
life of Salman Rushdie, the Brit- 
ish author of The Satanic Verses. 
In February 1989 Ayatollah 
Khomeini issued a fatwa (reli- 
gious edict) stating that the book 
was blasphemous and that it was 
foe duty of Muslims everywhere 
to put the novelist to death. Al is 
not aware of any direct attempt 
by agents of the Iranian govern- 
ment to kill Salman Rushdie, but 
the repeated endorsement of 
Ayatollah Khomeini's edict by 
Iranian government authorities 
indicates that they would con- 
done his extrajudicial execution. 
Al has repeatedly called on the 
Iranian authorities to withdraw 
foeir support for any threat to 
Salman Rushdie's life. 

Kenyan writers and journalists 
have been imprisoned for advo- 
cating multi-party democracy. 
Gitobu Imanyara. editor of The 
Nairobi Law Monthly, was 
arrested at his office on March 1, 
1991. In the February edition of 
the magazine he had published a 
manifesto of a new opposition 
political party and an editorial 
criticising the government for tri- 
balism. Gitobu Imanyara was 
held incommunicado until March 
5, 1991, when he was taken to 
court and charged with publishing 
a seditious publication. He was 
refused bail and held lin harsh 
conditions in Kamiti prison near 
Nairobi. A month later he col- 
lapsed from a severe migraine at 
die Nairobi Law Courts, where 
he was awaiting a ruling on an 
application for bail. He was re* 
turned to prison and held in a cell 
with no bed, mattress or other 
furniture. He was later admitted 
to hospital, where he was kept 
chained and under armed guard. 
He was released on May 28, in 
improved health, and the sedition 
charges against him were 
dropped. 

Gitobu Imanyara received the 


Golden Pen of Freedom award 
from foe International Federa- 
tion of Newspaper Publishers in 
early 1991. He resumed his work 
at The Nairobi Law Monthly de- 
spite continuing police harass- 
ment. HE WAS REARRESTED 
ON Nov. 15. 1991, with other 
pro-democracy activists and may 
be tried for a “public order” 
offence. 

Edward Oyugi, a writer and 
Professor of Educational Psychol- 
ogy at Kenyatta University, was 
sentenced on July 11, 1991, with 
three others to seven years im- 
prisonment for holding a “sedi- 
tious” meeting. He has been a 
consultant with foe office of U-N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
and foe World Council of Chur- 
ches and has written books and 
articles on philosophy, sociology 
and psychology. 

Edward Oyugi and three others 
had been arrested one year ear- 
lier following public debate on 
foe issue of multi-party democra- 
cy in Keny which led to wide- 
spread unrest on July 7, 1990. 
The four have each lodged an 
appeal to the High Court follow- 
in foe six-months trial. Al ex- 
pressed concern about foe fair- 
ness of their trial and. in particu- 
lar, that no steps were taken 
during the trial to investigate the 
prisoners’ allegations that they 
had been tortured. No evidence 
was brought by the prosecution 
that the four had discussed or 
planned violence against foe gov- 
ernment. The sedition laws in 
Kenya have frequently been used 
to jail government opponents. 

Following foeir conviction, Ed- 
ward Oyugi and the three others 
were transferred to Naivasha 
maximum security prison where 
conditions are very harsh. They 
are reportedly allowed only one 
visit of three people, including 
their lawyers, each month. 

In 1990. foe Vietnamese au- 
thorities arrested several critics of 
the government — including 
journalists and writers — begin- 
ning a crackdown on intellectuals 
and dissenters which continued 
into 1991. Duong Thu Huong, a 
prominent Vietnamese writer and 
dramatist, was arrested in April 
1991, reportedly for trying to 
send “SENSITIVE DOCU- 
MENTS" OUT OF THE COUN- 
TRY. These documents re- 
portedly included papers and let- 
ters written by Vietnamese wri- 
ters to leaders of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam in preparation 
for the seventh party congress 
scheduled to take place in June. 
She was reportedly detained in a 
residence belonging to the In- 
terior Ministry until her release in 
November. 

Duong Thu Huong is foe au- 
thor of many novels, poems, arti- 
cles and plays and has emerged as 
one of the most significant writers 
in post-war Vietnam. She was a 
member of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam for 20 years but left 
foe party in 1990 and has since 
become one of its sharpest critics. 

Salih Al Azzaz. a prominent 
Saudi Arabian writer and jour- 
nalist, was arrested in November 
1990, reportedly while taking 
photographs of a women's de- 
monstration. He was reportedly 
arrested on suspicion of being 
one of the organisers of the de- 
monstration, in which dozens of 
Saudi women drove cars in con- 
voy through the streets of Riyadh 
in protest against the country’s 
prohibition of women drivers. 

Salih Al Azzaz was. at the time 
of his arrest, editor-in-chief of the 
m a g a z i n e of the Saudi Arabian 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry. Al considered him to be a 
prisoner of conscience, detained 
because of his involvement with a 
peaceful demonstration. He was 
denied access to his famil y until 
the end of December 1990 and 
was released on March 4, 1991, 
after four months of detention. 

In Many countries journalists 
sympathetic to prohibited politic- 
id parties or organisations, or 


working for publications aligned 
with them, have also been sub- 
jected to human rights violations. 

Manvaji Hamawt is one of a 
group of Syrians arrested in foe 
mid-1970s on suspicion of baring 
Links with foe pro- Iraqi wing of 
the 3a'afo Party. At the time, he 
was Director of foe Syrian newi 
agency. SANA. He has been 
demined without charge or trial 
in AJ Mezze military prison. 
Damascus, since his arrest in 
March 19~5. He b&s been 
adopted as a prisoner of conscien- 
ce by AL The Syrian authorities 
have not responded to azrv of the 
appeals made by Al Oil his be- 
half. 

Prior to his appointment as 
Director of SANA he had served 
as press relation attache in the 
New York office of foe Arab 
League and as the League's 
acting observer a; the U.N. He is 
held under state of emergency 
legislation which has been con- 
tinuously in force in Svria since 
1963. 

Abd Al Karim Outaifan. a 
playwright and actor, has also 
been detained without charge or 
trial in Syria since July 1983.. Al 
has adopted him as a prisonerjof 
conscience. He was arrested on 
suspicion of being a member cl 
the Party for Communist Actin 
(PCA). a prohibited political par- 
ty in Syria. Members of the PCA 
have frequently been imprisoned 
and tortured because of foeir 
opposition tc the gov er nment, 
their demands for more democra- 
tic freedom in Syria and for foe 
release of all political prisoners. 

Hamadi Jebali. editor of the 
i unisian weekly Aj Fajr (Dawn), 
was sentenced by foe military 
court in Tunis in January 1991 to 
one year in prison, with immedi- 
ate effect, for publishing an arti- 
cle calling for the abolition of 
military courts in Tunisia. 
Mohammad Nouri, a Tunisian 
lawyer, was sente cced to six 
months imprisonment for writing 
foe article. Both men were 
charged with “defamation of a 
judicial institution.” Although 
Mohammad Nouri ’s sentence has 
expired be remains in prison, 
apparently under investigation 
for new charges. Al Fajr, now 
banned was the organ of an Isla- 
mic organisation A! Nahda. 
which does not have official rec- 
ognition from foe state. Mem- 
bers, sympathisers and suspected 
sympathisers of Al Nahada have 
recently been targeted for arrest, 
detention and torture. 

Dozens of writers and journal- 
ists were detained without charge 
or trial in. Sudan after a military 
government, backed by the 
National Islamic Front, seized 
power from the elected civilian 
government of Sadqi Al Mahdi 
on June 30. 1989. They were 
imprisoned because of their 
peaceful opposition to the milit- 
ary government. Most were re- 
leased after a general amnesty for 
political prisoners was announced 

in April 1991. 

Arop Madii: Arop, Head of 
the Information Centre . a£ foe 
Sudan Council of Churches, was 
arrested in March 1990 after re- 
questing a visa to attend a Church 
Service Development meeting in 
Germany. His passport was con- 
fiscated and he was taken to Kober 
Prison. In October 1990 he was 
transferred to Haifa Al Jaffib 
prison in eastern Sudan. He was 
released in May 1991. At ac rinss 
during his detention was he 
charged or brought to trial. 

Under the government of 
Sadiq Al Mahdi, Arop Madot 
Arop was the editor of foe fio- 
glish language newspaper, Hoil* 

until its closure by order of 
foe Governor of Bahr Al Gbazai 
province in 1988. Heritage 
called for an end to the conflict in 
southern Sudan between thego^ 
eminent and the armed oppo«- 
“ on Sudanese People's Libers - 
hon Aitov fSPLA) and had 

(Continued on pgg» 5) 





Move aside Arnold, Jean-Claude Van Damme is here 



; By PhiWppa Neave 
~ • 

; ***& ' NEW YORK — He fifes 
\ v - * ' through the air with the grace 

\ Qf a Russian ballet star and 
~ "if ’ his -kick « as masterfiz/ as 
", . ! Brace Lee ’s. Here is 185 lbs. 

' ./j 'V: ' Of pure musch, a real hunk 
■ • of a man who moves with the 

1 f v ^ ■ -defiance of a panther. Jean- 
•• o/'.'Jv : CJaude Van Damme — tl The 
; Musdes from Bnissefc” — is 
f...... ‘ the hottest number in Hoffy- 

5 wood action movies since 
: ;; j - Arnold ■ Schwarzenegger. 

" ; It is hard to believe that be 
sol-.. ! waS’50 puny as a child; bis 
;■ father almost despaired and 
— ; enrolled him in karate classes 
s i to try and build him up. “ 1 
was a fragile kid and I come 
from a very humble family,” 
the star recalls. “In Belgium 
tennis, golf and those kinds 
* of sports are expensive. Ka- 
rate was ver y inexpensive.” 
Now on the big screen, the 
, : ■ • ^ kid who was the shrimp of the 

c/ass sends an ^opponent 
. ‘ dying with one fine kick and 


kills another with a well- 
placed dick of the foot. 

Over the years the young 
Belgian built up not only bis 
body ' but also bis personality. 
He believes martial arts is 
what gave him the mental 
strength to Gght it out in the 
Hollywood jungle and make 
it. “Karate brought me a 
fantastic mental strength, " be 
emphasises, “and it really 
helped me in the movies, 
never to give up. ” The odds 
were not in his favour when 
he arrived in the USA 10 
years ago with no contacts ; 
no legal working papers and 
no English. He worked as a 
limousine driver, a pizza 
man , a bouncer, a carpet 
layer, all the while hoping for 
the big break. 

The break came, but it 
wasn't that big. Van Damme 
started out as a stunt man. 
Then he starred in a series of 
low-budget movies. The 
scripts were invariably corny 
but the action-packed 



Thislmock-oatkiek,isoMim*fJeaM*-CaaMMdeVan 
Dammt’s trada-mark moms and ££m rasnft of 


graoBhxg hoars of training in martial arts amf 
faOet 


pictures drew the crowds and 
■' showed Van Damme's talent 
as a martial arts tighter. They 
also proved be has pull at the 
box office: Cyborg grossed 
$9.5 million, Bloodsport 
brought in $15 million. Kick- 
boxer earned $50 million. His 
latest success, Double Im- 
pact, a more demanding pic- 
ture with a meatier script in 
which he plays twins, showed 
that Van Damme is not just a 
mean fighting machine but 
also a capable actor. Now he 
has got his sights set on doing 
“ good movies.” Resting in 
hk Los Angeles ranch, be 
explains: “ I was obliged to 
sign many contracts when I 
was starving here. I was so 
hungry to make films I signed 
for too many movies for no- 
thing. Now I feel fve paid my 
dues ... Because of those 
movies I became a name in 
the industry and now I have 
the power to do something 
better. I am very happy to 
have made them; otherwise 1 
would be nothing today , so I 
say a big thank you to those 
small independent companies 
because they took a chance 
with me — a new face. They 
made money with me and I 
am happy for them. ” 

Van Damme is happy for 
himself too, and it helped 
that .the new face was a 
handsome one. “It’s incredi- 
ble but 80 per cent of my fan 
mail comes from women, 
that’s why I want my next 
tihn to contain much more 
acting, passion , love and ro- 
mance, ” be admits. Cosmo- 
politan magazine voted him 
one of the top 10 “hunkiest 
hunks” and he has been 
voted one of the 10 “sexiest” 
men in America. 

Perfect muscle tone and a 
handsome face are not 
enough to make a star, 
though , there has to be some- 
tiling more. “ Don’t ask me 
what it is!” He laughs, “ I 
bate to talk about myself .... 
Some people say it's charm, 
others say it's something in 
my eyes, or maybe the fact 
that I can look vulnerable. I 
think if you're honest and 
really believe in your dream, 
people can see that in your 
eyes, especially on the big 
screen. ” 

His natural charisma 
doesn't hurt, and his undi- 
luted enthusiasm is ' catch- 
ing. He still speaks English 
with a strong French accent 


and cannot seem to talk fast 
enough to say everything he 
has to say. “I make friends 
easily and I'm very open. I 
have travelled a lot and ka- 
rate has helped me because I 
feel protected, and I am i 
very perceptive about peo- 
ple, very aware. / can smell 
things out.” 

Gritty determination is 
also part of being a cham- 
pion. “I started at 9 and had a 
great teacher. But no matter 
bow good the teacher is, the 
student must push himself to 
reach a certain level. The 
only secret is training: I used 
to train four to Gve hours a 
day four to five times a week. 
The training was extremely 
laborious. ” 


Champion at 19 

At 19 Van Damme was the 
European Professional Ka- 
rate Association's middle 
weight champion -and soon 
after he opened his own 
health and fitness dub in 
Brussels. He gave all that up 
to try his luck in Hollywood. 
“My teacher did not believe I 
could be successful in the 
movies. He told me, ‘you 
don’t realise bow hard it is. 
It's impossible.' Well now 
I'm the only Belgian who’s 
made it here!” 

He bought a large property 
outside Los Ageles and 
brought his parents over from 
Belgium so they can spend 
their retirement years in the 
warmth of the California sun. 
They live with Van Damme, 
his wife, Puerto Rican-born 
body builder Gladys Portu- 
gues, their two children Kris- 
topher, 5 and Bianca. 1 and 
three dogs. He fell in love 
with Gladys after seeing her 
picture in fitness magazines. 
“My wife trained under a 
special female programme. 

She never took any (body- 
building) drugs, some women 
do that and they get very big 
and very strong , but it’s too 
much, I don't like that. My 
wife is very beautiful and 
feminine,” be says with ob- 
vious pride. 

At 31, he still trains every 
day in his own gym; at home. 
“I work out for three hours 
every day on my own. I do 
cardiovascular exercises. 
stretching, karate ... I know 
my body by heart and after 
all these years, I know what it 
needs and the way to go.” 


Van Damme is careful about 
what be eats, especially be- 
fore a movie, when there are 
a lot of close-up body shots. 
“i cat a lot of white meat — 
chicken and turkey, fish and 
lots of vegetables, also rice 
and pasta. I’m not one for 
sweet things,” he says. 

Van Damme studied clas- 
sical ballet for several years 
in Belgium and was invited to 
join the Paris Opera Ballet 
Company. His signature 
move is a spectacular leap in 
the air with a 360 degree turn 
and a tick that lashes out at 75 
miles an hour. Certainly . be 
says, his ballet training taught 
him elegance in movement. 

“I also have very long legs, 
that helps a great deal visual- 
ly. I love to do all movements 
to perfection. A nasty kick 
for the sake of a kick is 
stupid. I want to please the 
audience with something 
beautiful, to conjugate power 
and beauty. Dance helps a lot 
with that.” 

Quest for pe r fect io n 

The quest for perfection is 
something he learned in his 
martial arts training and it is 
as mental attitude he prac- 
tices daily. “I meditate dur- 
ing my training, at the same 
time. I concentrate my mind 
and that's very potent,” be 
says. “Doing a film is a lot of 
very hard work. I get up 
every morning at 4 or 5 a.m. 
to train. Then I go to the set 
we shoot, after that come the 
rushes, then the production 
and editing, the promotion ... 
Every film is like a new com- 
petition you have to win. My 
last film was better than the 
one before, and the one be- 
fore was better than the pre- 
vious one. If I can improve 
every time, I will be sati s- 
Ged.” 

“ All my directors were 
Gist-time directors, now it's 
time to have some big-name 
directors. / want to do good 
movies, it’s as simple as that. 
I’ve just signed a deal with 
Columbia-Sony and Univer- 
sal studios and right now they 
are Ggbting like warriors to 
find me a good script.” 

Van Damme just finished 
shooting bis next picture. 
Universal Soldier, about su- 
perhuman Gghters, co-star- 
ring with Dotpb Lundgren. 
When he started out with bis 
Gist movie Bloodsport. which 


was shot in r Hong Kong, he 
was paid $50,000 for file part. 
He got $600,000 for Double 
Impact, and his salary went 
up to $1.5 million for Univer- 
sal Soldier. He will reported- 
ly receive $3.5 million for bis 
next Columbia picutre. 

But be says he won't let 
success and money go to his 
bead. “Karate teaches you to 
remain humble. What the 
philosophy brings you is an 
ability to judge yourself. I 
could become a guy with a 
swollen head but I try to 
remain humble and I treat 
people the same way I did 10 
years ago. When I’m invited 
to functions. I like to shake 
bands with the parking-lot 
attendants and the waiters. " 

Van Damme thinks he can 
resist^ all the Hollywood 
hype. “I’m not playing their 
game and I never will. Again, 
I thank my training because 
every day when I go into the 
gym it is very hard physically 
and I face the same difficul- 
ties ...lam just Jean-Claude 
Van Damme, a simple man 
with a simple brain, just like 
everybody else. 

Charity work 

Not quite everybody else. 
Stardom has enabled Van 
Damme to lend his name and 
fame to charitable en- 
deavours, in particular the 
“Make a Wish Foundation” 
in aid of sick children. He 
just completed a celebrity 
event beneGting the founda- 
tion. “I am very proud to be a 
part of that, ”he says, “I have 
kids writing to me from all 
over the world. One kid 
wrote from London. He has 
leukemia and be said T’m 
going to Gght like you against 
my disease.’ That kid made 
me cry. He was too weak to 
Gy out here so I sent him all 
the Van Damme videos and 
posters ... Sometimes you 
feel depressed, but those kids 
are so strong mentally, I re- 
spect them so much. I’m like 
their hero — for me it’s the 
best gift ever: At least I can 
contribute. ” 

He would like to do 
more, but “the problem is 
I’m not big enough yet as a 
star to pot some really big money 
together. We’ll have to wait 
two or three years. ” By then 
be hopes to realise his dream 
project — to (Greet his own 
movie. “It's going to be the 



There is no miracle to a well-toned body, says 
the man , nicknamed “The Muscles From Brus- 
sels"; it just hard work. 


best karate picture ever!” he. 
enthuses, “It will be a mix of 
Ben Hur and Spartacus with 
martial arts ... something like 
Dances With Wolves with 
karate. It’s a wonderful story 
and everybody wants to do it, 
but I want to direct it and I 
want to make that movie for 
kids.” The idea came to him 
when be visited a monastery 
in China where children 
undergo rigorous training in 
martial arts and other disci- 
plines. Van Damme wants to 
include some of those chil- 
dren in the movie, but he will 
give no further details. “If 1 
say any more, well have a 
TV show based on it 
tomorrow!” 

Meanwhile be plans to con- 
tinue improving his acting 
and to get away from file 
violent, beefcake image of his 
early roles. While admitting 
that much of his audience is 
young and looks to him as a 
role model, be denies prom- 
oting violence. “It’s the 
movies!” be says. “Parents 
should explain to their kids 
about movies. My son has 
watched all my movies and I 
take him onto the set and 


show him the fake blood and all 
that. I know there is violence 
in these action films bur I 
believe the reality of what is 
happening in the world is 
mudi worse. Besides, in my 
movies it's not gratuitous vio- 
lence ... I'm fighting for 2 
good cause. I'm not out there 
kicking ass for no reason!” 
Van Damme’s message to 
youths is a simple one: “ Be- 
lieve in yourself. The best 
learning experience for kids 
is sports — any discipline. 
Any type of sport is great 
because people come 
together regardless of race, 
colour or religion and train 
together. In sport you don’t 
look at differences . you look 
at what you can accomplish 
together. Sport forges c 
strong character and a hear 
tby outlook on life. Ard 
when you win, you become 
stronger and more sure of 
yourself. We all need :hat.” 
“Nobody is perfect. On the 
screen I'm the best, but ev- 
erybody has their problems. 
I’m not an angel but I ay to do 
the best / can. Fie most- 
important. thing is io be hon- 
est .” — World News Link. 





Want to be a modem butter? 
Learn to pack a pistol 


By Pieter MSBersbip 
. " Reuter 

. LONDON — If you’re think- 
.. ing of becoming a “gentle- 
man’s gentleman” in the 
199Qs you might have to learn 
how to pack a pistol. 

honing the morning news- 
. piper to rid it of unsightly 
. creases ami anticipating the 
employer's every whim re- 
main essentia/ skiffs for any 
butler. 

But more and more rich 
employers are worried about 
security — and want body- 
• guard butlers, says Ivor 
Spencer who set up his butler 
- school 11- years ago and now 
places buffers all over the 

■ world. 

“Buffets can be trained to 
haadfc snail arms. And the 
expert teach them to Gre and 
kffl if fiie situation demands 
it, v be said over afternoon 

■ tea at London's exclusive 
Ritz Hotel 

Mr.. Spencer, speaking in 
die soothing tone he uses to 
reach his butlers, said be 
could also produce bolters 
adept nt evasive driving and 
Jaraie. : . 

. A$, Well as tending to the 
tefcfe and possibly supervmng 
ether servants, some butlers 
asc. now expected to ad as 
personal - assistants, organis- 
ing schedoles and foreign 


travel for their employers. A 
number learn to Gy helicop- 
ters. 

But traditional skiffs are 
stiff important. All of Mr. 
Spencer's butters are taugbt 
how to choose the right 
wines, cigars, Gowers and 
chic restaurants, and how to 
shop in top stores. 

Before World War II. 
there were about 30,000 but- 
lers in Britain acting as chief 
of staff over the servants that 
wealthy famili es kept in their 
grand houses. 

Writer P.G. Wodehouse 
i dealise d the butler in the 
character Jeeves who tended 
every need of his feckless 
master Bertie Wooster with 
the response , “ very good, 
sir.” 

But by 1980 fully-em- 
ployed buffers were an en- 
dangered species and looked 
on their way oat with only 
about 100 or so around. 

The boom years of the 
1980s saw renewed interest in 
maintaining a discreet and 
well-trained personal ser- 
vant. 

This prompted Spencer to 
open his school for butlers. A . 
royal toastmaster who prop- 
oses the traditional toast to 
Queen Elizabeth at ban- 
quets, Mr. Spencer now sup- 
pUes butlers to the United 
States, Europe Latin Amer- 
ica and the F a r Hast 


Paid about $50,000 a year 
plus allowances, butlers learn 
to work with royalty who Gve 
like soap stars and soap stars 
who think they are royalty. 

“We stiff place people with 
the ‘old money,”' said Mr. 
Spencer, referring to royalty 
and the long-established 
elite. He has supplied butlers 
to the British royal family. 

Although trainees are 
taught “all old money was 
new money once, ” a recent 
survey of his graduates 
showed rock stars flunked 
when it came to favourite 
bosses. 

Top was Britain’s royal 
family followed by foreign 
royalty, businessmen, aris- 
tocrats, film idols then pop 
stars. 

At the school, butlers walk 
with a champagne glass on on 
their beads to practice de- 
portment They learn polite 
neck-bends for ordinary visi- 
tors and bowing Grom the 
waist for VIPs. 

“ A butler most have pre- 
sence,” said Mr. Spencer, 
offering another smoked sal- 
mon sandwich with a 
Sourish. 

Mr. Spencer says there are 
stiff amateurs on the buffer 
errant. “They're just waiters 
dressed up as buffers.” 

At his school be passes on 
many tips that make a butter 
a “gentleman’s gentleman.” 


When a greedy guest piles 
food on bis plate then asks if 
he has taken too much , the 
correct response is: “Certain- 
ly not sir, the chef will be 
pleased.” 

When a suspicious wife 
asks the butter if he knew her 
husband was sleeping with bis 
secretary? “Not to my know- 
ledge madam.” 

Handy tips: A bottle of 
Cbabffs can be quickly duffed 
by wrapping it in wet news- 
paper and holding it out of a 
speeding car ... decanters 
may be cleaned of wine stains 
with rice and soapy water. 

A butter's watchword is 
discretion. “We never talk, ” 
‘said Mr: Spencer. “That’s 
yonr death knell as a butter.” 

One butler telephoned Mr. 
Spencer to say be was being 
badly treated in California by 
a big television star and was 
quitting. 

“ I said, whatever you do, 
don’t complain that she got 
drunk , was rude and never 
paid her frills. Say she was- 
charming . ” 

The a Jtnnate accolade was 
given to a butter whose mas- 
ter announced be was divorc- 
ing his wife. 

“But sir, shouldn’t you tell 
madam Gist?” 

“ You're right. But I’m 
leaving today and I want to 
take you with me. ” 


By Janet Snyder 

Reuter 

PEKING — CelluGte has yet 
to make it into the Chinese 
lexicon, but women in the 
world’s biggest beauty mar- 
ket know that thin is in. 

To help them in their quest 
for slimness is Chen Baoen, a 
grandfatherly senior pharma- 
cist, arguably China’s answer 
to Western beauty pioneer 
Estee Lauder. 

The 65-year-old scientist 
concocts new cosmetics amid 
dusty beakers of mystery 
Quick in a tiny room that 
looks Uke an alchemist’s lair. 

A huge cauldron hisses on 
a brazier, stirred by an assis- 
tant in a white coat, his head 
wreathed in clouds of herbal 
vapours. 

Mr. Chen swears by his pet 
invention, a cream that looks 
and smells tike oatmeal, ’as a 
sure-fire way to melt un- 
wanted fat from thighs , tum- 
mies and buttocks. 

The recipe comes partly 
from a ninth-century Tang 
Dynasty tome on pharmacol- 
ogy and his own experiments 
over 40 years. 

“J developed our sUmming 
cream in 1988 when I found 
Chinese women were com- 
plaining about getting fat.” 
Mr. Chen said in an inter- 
view. 

His slimming cream has 
sold briskly, with sales in its 
inaugural year at 24 milGon 
yuan ($4.5 million). Since 
then sales have been steady, 
Mr. Chen said. 

Mr. Chen's employer is 
.Dabao, China's first and 


Chemist reaps fat 
profits on slimming 
craze in China 
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largest cosmetics manufactur- 
er, which opened its door in 
1985 when sweeping reforms 
paved the way for a less 
hardline approach to person- 
al grooming. 

Up to then Chinese women 
were staffed in their pursuit 
of glamour by more than 30 
years of puritanical Marxist 
shibboleths that frowned on 
vanity. 

To stay slim in the straight- 
laced days of Chairman Mao 
Tsetung. women had to be 
content with hard physical 
labour and pedalling a Flying 
Pigeon bicycle to work. 

It didn’t matter much if 
you bad a spare tyre around 
your middle. Who could tell 
since in Mao’s egalitarian 
society everyone wore the 
same baggy , padded jackets 
and pants? 

In the late 1970s filings 
began to change. 

Suddenly it was all right to 
make money, to own proper- 
ty and — to care about one's 
looks. 

Mr. Chen's daughter-in- 
law, for one. is happier look- 
ing in the mirror after using 
Dabao’ssGmming cream. She 
claims a trimmer waist after 


several applications of the 
concoction. 

“ Her friends marvelled at 
bow slim she looked after- 
wards," Mr. Chen said. He. 
didn't say how many pounds 
she lost. 

One customer wrote to say 
she lost a half a kg (one 
pound) per day while using it. 
“It worked almost too well' 
because I started to shrink. ” 
she wrote. 

Mr. Chen keeps the ingre- 
dients a closely-guarded sec- 
ret, but said the recipe calls 
mainly for herbs. 

How does his wonder 
cream work? “7 can’t explain 
to you exactly the scientiGc 
reason why it works, only 
that it stimulates circulation 
to help eliminate fat from the 
tissues.” Mr. Chen said. 

For moderately plump 
people, it takes about two 
jars priced at a hefty 200 yuan 
($37) each to do the trick, he 
■said. 

The average monthly 
urban wage is about 150 yuan 
($26), although peddlers and 
other private businessmen 
earn much more. 

The post-proletarian beau- 
ty drive has meant big bucks 


for Dabao, comp ny public 
relations executve Zhang 
Jianjun said. 

Total sales last year were 
40 million yuan ($7.4 mil- 
lion), with $1 million in over- 
seas sales. 

Rare i'or a state-owned en- 
terprise. Mr. Zhang said the 
company, which belongs to 
the Peking City Affairs 
Bureau. profitable. 

It is relatively enlightened 
in its. policy to provide jobs 
for the handicapped. Half of 
Dabao 's factory staff are 
deaf-mute, including Mr. 
Chen's sprightly laboratory 
assistant. 

Dabao is eager to branch 
out overseas. Foreign visitors 
receive a glossy brochure in 
English that lists herbal hair 
restorers, lotions made from 
crushed pearls, breast en- 
hancing creams and a mate 
potency cream code-named 
“714. ” 

One of the company's most 
popular items is the curious- 
ly-named Sod Cream. 

“Sod is the newly found 
anti-decrepitude medicine to 
keep your looks always ten- 
der and even more lovely, ” a 
company brochure said. Sod 
stands for superoxide dis- 
mutase Mr. Chen said. 

Mr. Chen's latest project is 
to develop what he calls the 
“one week change ” cream. 
An aromatic experimental 
batch was stewing on a cook- 
er during the interview. 

“In one week it will make 
your skin fair, ” he promised . 
harking back to the classical 
Chinese ideal of a lily-white 
complexion. 
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Can you outsmart kids? 


By Maha Addasi 

If you have been selected to babysit some children on New 
Year’s Eve, there are a few things that you must be aware 
of , or resistant to , before you tackle that “ mission . ” 

First of all, and just in case you have not figured it out 
yet . you should know that to be the one to babysit on such a 
special occasion as New Year’s Eve someone must have put 
a bad spell on you. 

Why ? 

Because you are in for a rollercoaster evening with the 
little devils that would make you reconsider ever being left 
in the same room with a child for the rest of your life . 

Let me start with the mild examples: 

Every time you tell the children that it is time for bed 
they sweetly request five more minutes. 

Twenty such “five more minutes ” later, you realise that 
your persuasive techniques leave a lot to be desired , and 
the little monsters are still up and about. 

Of course, you realise that this is because you are not the 
kids ’ parent and they know that you cannot take any drastic 
measures against their “ attitudes . ” Simply put , kids are so 
smart they know an opportunity when they see one and 
they milk each and every one for all that the " opportunity " 
has to offer. 

If you start to exert some firm demands such as “if you 
don’t sleep now the big bad wolf will gobble you up” the 
kids jump. Not to bed, mind you, but to their “Plan B. " 
They know you are bluffing about the wolf but they also 
sense that the “five more minute ’’ business is not working 
any more, so they suddenly get hungry. 

So it is 11:30 p.m. and the kids, who have never seen the 
world at such a time except when they woke up from 
nightmares, are making your life a nightmare because you 
do not know what to feed them. 

Just a hint: Do not, I repeat, do not give the kids junk 
food even if they are hungry and even if it is a bribe so they 
sleep afterwards. Mainly because, they do not sleep and 
because you never know bow the facts are “twisted” the 
next day when the kids wake up with a soar stomach 
because they ate late. 



Now, if you suddenly get angry and become even firmer 
with the kids (probably because you are getting sleepy and 
grumpy yourself), they do not despair : They start to chime 
to you all the songs and nursery thymes they learned from 
one day. 

Basically , the best way to babysit the kids on New Year’s 
Eve is to keep them up as late as possible , pieferrably 
dancing to loud music so that the next day when their 
parents are tired the kids would not be up to bother them. 


January Birthstone 

Tfam 


Family — Varieties of crystallised minerals. 

Colour — Red, brownish-yellow, violet, reddish-orange, 
green and rich brown. 

Geographical sources — South Africa, Australia, Brazil, 
Sri Lanka and North America. 

Legendary background — The word garnet comes from 
the Latin and refers to a possible resemblance to the seeds 
of the pomegranate. The finest stones have an unblemished 
transparency and glow like a smouldering fire; this could 
give credence to tire legend that Noah tit the Ark with a 
garnet. The Ancient Egyptians saw it as a symbol of life 
and during the Middle Ages it was thought to be a remedy 
against feverish illness. In India and Persia it was consi- 
dered to have preventative powers and worn as an amulet 
was said to protect the wearer from poison, plague and 
tigfrtning. 

Qualities — Friendship, power and, in the case of 
marriage, happiness and success due to constancy. 


Jewellery interpretations — By the middle of the 3rd 
century B.C. the Greeks favoured massive gold rings , set 
with garnets wider than the finger. During the Roman 
period carved gemstones appeared and garnets were used , 
notably the bearded bead of Jupiter Scrapis crowned with a 
com measure. Among the many varieties of rings worn in 
the 18th century garnets were mounted on simple hoops, 
possible forerunners of the eternity ring. In Victorian times 
brooches and bracelet centres were encrusted with filigree 
and enlivened with the rich glow of garnets. Cabochon 
rings were also popular, the surface of the dome was often 
decorated with a star of tiny seed pearls. 

Toiday — Garnets are used in reproduction Victorian 
jewellery and also feature in large rings, either cabochon 
(dome), or square cut. 

Notable January birthdays — 

Joan of Arc, 

Robert Bums, 

Mozart. 


A year to savour — at 


Hope 


By E. Yaghi 

“No," be screamed. “I won *f hr you do it. You can’t cut off 
my legs!" 

“Son. Pm afraid we have no other choice, ’’ the doctor 
said in a low voice. ‘Tm sorry, there's nothing we can do. 
Your legs were so badly mangled from the far accident that 
we can’t salvage what’s /eft of them. They will have to come 
off, or you'll die!" 

Basil glared back at the doctor, his expression twisted in 
defiance and pain. He turned his face on bis propped 
pillow. Streaks of tears made a path down colourless cheeks. 
He couldn’t let the doctor see him cry or tell him that death 
was far better than to live half a person. At least he could 
die whole. He slipped into semi-consciousness and heard 
voices around him like a nightmare. “ He’s wasted his 
youth," a relative whispered. 

“The young have no respect for life. They think they'll 
live forever and that they can dare death. What a shame!" 
Another added. 

“ His poor parents! I feel so sorry for them. Of course his 
bride will have nothing more to do with him. To think such 
a tragedy happened on his wedding night!" offered a third. 

“Quiet!" he shouted, “All of you. Leave me alone!" but 
the words died in his throat and no one could understand 
his mumbles. 

Eeariy next morning when the sun was bright , sparrows 
fluttered about to feed their young and blue gray pigeons 
made their morning rounds , sympathetic looking aides 
rolled Basil’s bed to surgery. But no one could provide him 
adequate comfort for the horror he was going to experi- 
ence. Inside the operating room, he stared nervously at the 
bright lights as if he were playing a part on stage , noticed 
the cold instruments which reflected the rays of overhead 
lamps, beard their jangle as the nurses prepared them, 
smelled alcohol and tasted the anesthetic. He was dizzy. 
His bead swam, his vision blurred, bis heart beat faster and 
faster as if it were going to explode and then something 
swallowed him into a deep black bole where there was no 
time, no pain and no reality. 

Hours later, in the recovery room , Basil felt a searing 
pain shoot through his legs. He parted his lips which were 
cracked and dry as though be had been crawling without 
water in a desert. His tongue, thick and coiled, stuck in his 
mouth and was slow in yelling the words stabbing bis mind , 
“My legs are killing me. Oh God , please have mercy. I 
have so much pain, please help me!" 

His body jerked when an injection of pain killer pierced 
his skin and again he lapsed into a fitful sleep between two 
worlds. At least , when he was fairly conscious, he was 
wheeled moaning to his room , without his legs. Large 
stumps covered with thick bandages ended above the knees 
he once had and bulged under his Mood stained white sheets . 
The day of surgery was catcb and go for Basil. He floated in 
and out of consciousness , sometimes groaning, sometimes 
screaming with excruciating pain. He was barely aware of 
bis mother standing watch at his bedside , her warm hand 
reassuringly patting his shoulder and he dimly heard the 
footsteps of bis father pacing back and forth like a 
pendulum over the pit of death. 

Days later while hurt still ripped through Basil’s mind 
and tore at bis legs, his bride paid him a visit. He yanked 
his head away from her and ordered: “Go away. I don’t 
want you here!" . - 

“ I’m your wife, Basil. I must see you, take care of you. 
Thank God you’re safe!" 

He turned to her and bis eyes met her red ones. “Go 
away, I said. Go to your father's house. You’ll get married 
again. I don’t need your pity and I don’t want your tears. 
You’re divorced!" 

Anger flamed on his countenance. He held no sympathy 
in his scowl , but his bride still protested, “No, you can’t 


dr voice me. I won’t go back to my father's house. HI stay 
with your parents. My place is with jtw Your fate h utiot 
and I accept whatever Cod gives us." 

“Quiet!" he yelled. "I'll hear no more. You 7/ do as I say. 
Tm in no position to lie here and argue with you. r® 
divorcing you. I refuse to be a buroen on anyone other, than 
my mother and father. Now get out! I never want to see 
you again!” ■ ■ 

She ran out of the hospital room, her hantfe covering her 
face. His request would be granted, he would never see her 
again. He settled down in his bed to drown himself at Ms 
own world of misery and self-pity’. He refused to ear. He 
wouldn’t talk to bis parents or see any relatives or fiiends. 
He wished be could die. He gritted his teeth whenever 
bouts of pain struck him and became sullen and bitter. 

His parents, crushed by his amputations, debated what 
to do with him. One day while he slept, his mother said, 
“There must be someway we can help him. It 's been such a 
terrible shock losing his legs!" 

“Of course being deprived of his legs is beyond 
comprehension. But his tragedy is ours too. I’ve never seen 
him so defeated and without hope. But I have an idea. 
When he gets better, /et's take him to London !" 

Basil’s mother opened her eyes wide. “What are you 
saying? Why should he go to London? What will the 
hospital do there, restore his legs?" 

“No , " his father shook his head, a sign of a smile on his 
lips, “It’s for mental therapy. His doctor suggested ihat we 
should put him in a ward where he will be surrounded by 
patients who are much more unfortunate that he, then 
perhaps be will appreciate the fact that he is yet alive and 
not worse off than he is!" 

So, after Basil recovered from surgery and its physical 
trauma, be flew to London . accompanied by his mother 
and father. He refused to look out the plane window and 
notice the white douds stretching before him like a white 
sea . He showed tittle interest when the plane descended 
and sights before him came to life. He remained insolent 
until his parents placed him in a rehabilitation ward where 
most of the patients were bed ridden and could hardly 
move. 

Gradually he lost his bitterness. Eventually a fight of 
thankfulness gleamed in his eyes and one day he resignedly 
accepted his fate and even told his parents, “You know 
mom, dad, there is so much to be grateful for. My accident 
could have been much worse. I still have use of my hands 
and my mind is healthy. Thank God Fm still alive. I’m 
ready to learn a trade which will support me so that I woa’t 
be dependent on you for the rest of my days. / feel tike 
enjoying myself for a change and I would really tike to see 
some smiles planted on your faces instead of sad and 
sympathetic towns. " 

He gestured with his hands to the handicapped around 
him. “Look at all the people that can ’t move as much as I 
can. I want artificial legs and I want to learn how to walk on 
crutches. There is still so much to live for and / have no 
time to spare!" 

On his return home, Basil enthusiastically looked out the 
plane window and wouldn’t let his parents get a moment's 
rest while he exclaimed about all the marvels of travel and 
sights. Back home, few could believe that Basil was the 
same person who , nof-too-/oqg ago. had both his legs 
amputated and would have nothing to do with anyone. 
Now be is a source of hope and inspiration to all who know 
him and be wastes no time feeling sorry for himself, but 
fives his life happy to be alive and of use to his society. 
“Bitterness is a disease, ” he advises his friends. "No one 
liked me when I was nasty and wallowing in self-pity and I 
didn’t tike myself either. I don ’t know how my parents put 
up with me, but I guess they sort of had to since they ! 
couldn’t just throw me away and get a new son!” 


JtV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


least for weirdness 


By Jeremy Gaunt 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — At the end 
of a dynamic year, from the 
Gulf to the vanishing Soviet 
Union, let’s not forget the 
detonating Dutch toilets or 
the exploding pig of Trans- 
ylvania. 

Not to mention that British 
animal rights activist acquit- 
ted in court of frolicking in- 
decently with a dolphin. 

It was a year of the specta- 
cularly strange, a year that 
saw U.St troops righting side- 
by-side with Syrians in the 
Gulf and Russia saying it 
wants to join NATO. 

But it was also a year of 
weird news that failed to 
make such big headlines. 

Consider, for example, the 
Romanian tanner who was 
treated for bums after a pig 
be was preparing for Christ- 
mas blew up. 

Transylvanians eat pork 
rind as a seasonal deficacy. 
To prepare it, they tighten 
the skin by inflation the pig 
with a pump. 

The hap/ess fanner didn’t 
have a pump so be tried 
butane gas. The resulting 
blast tore the pig to pieces. 
The farmer spent three days 
m hospital but was home in 
time for Christmas. 

- Commiserations also to the 
Dutch family whose toilet 
blew up for the third time in ■ 
30 months. 

"It destroyed the whole 
pot," said the head of the 
house , apparently unimpress- 
ed by scientific explanations 
that the explosions were 
caused by ground pollution. 


Elsewhere in the Nether- 
lands a docker was savaged 
by a shark — a frozen one 
that fell on him as he was 
unloading it. 

Not all of 1991’s misfor- 
tunes were quite so dramatic. 

In Pennsylvania , an unem- 
ployed carpenter was 
arrested for using a 22-calibre 
pistol to break the ice with 
women. The would-be casa- 
nova drove up up behind 
attractive women drivers, 
shot out their, right rear tyres, 
then kindly offered a ride to 
the nearest telephone. 

Chinese authorities jailed a 
woman whose attempted 
pick-ups were decidedly 
more materialistic. 

Answering some 2,000 
lonely hearts advertisements 
with a photo of a beautiful 
woman — not her own — she 
conned hopeful suitors into' 
sending her a total of $968, a 
vast sum in China, to buy a 
bus or train ticket so they 
could meet. She never 
showed up. 

Equally creative were the 
Taiwanese criminals who 
stole cars, leaving in their 
place a homing pigeon with a 
ransom note. Police tried us- 
ing a telescope to follow the 
■bud but it flew too fast and 
the thieves got away. 

In pet-loving Britain, 
animal-rights activists bad a 
mixed year. 

They hailed the not-guilty 
verdict for the accused dol- 
phin-frolickcr — who said he< 
would continue to campaign 
for dolphins to be freed from 
zoos — but were aghast at a 
fisherman who ate a bucket 
of live worms to raise money 


for charity. 

“It’s just tike spaghetti.” 
the fisherman said. “A quick 
chomp soon stops them wig- 
gling too much.” 

“We take a very dim 
view," said one animal rights 
group. 

“If that is not enough to 
help those New Year's diet 
resolutions along, consider 
these culinary delights from 
China, chronicled in Can- 


ton’s evening newspaper: 

At the Jialu Dining Hall rat 
kebab is a featured item, 
along with braised rat, rat 
casserole with mushrooms 
and the ever-popular fried rat 
with racoon. 

And the newspaper pro- 
vided this recipe to round it 
off: Take one cockroach . 
marinate in wine for a day, 
fry it in beef fat and smother 
with chocolate. 


Thursday, Jan i 2 

8z30 The Simpsons ■ 

9:10 NBA Basketball 
J0."00 News in English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Cowboys Don’t Cop 
A young boy finds out the 
bard way that when every- 
thing falls apart, there is al- 
ways somebody good enough 
to extend a helping hand. 

Friday, Jan. 3 

8:30 Coach 

Father And Son Reunion 

Hayden, a peacemaker, 
.brings together Luther and 
his father who Luther has not 
seen for fifty years. 

9:10 Simon And Simou 

A woman dies in myste- 
rious circumstances while on 
her way to Mexico. The 
Simon brothers try to un cov- 
er the cause of the death. 

10d)0 News in En glish 

10:20 Chancer 

Weapons From The Wall 
Stephen Grain , head of the 
bank, saves himself from 
bankruptcy through internal 
dealings with bis girlfriend 
Jo. He saves Douglas Motors 
too. 

Saturday, Jan, 4 

8:30 American Funniest 
Borne Video 

This Saturday's episode will 


be choosing the winner of the 
$10,000 prize. 

9&0 Encounter 

9:30 Qed Robot 

A display of machines 
programmed to serve man- 
kind at home and in factories, 
in addition to robots with 
programmed movements. 

10:00 News in Eng&b 

10:20 Mini Series 

And The Sea Will Tell 
It is based on the true story 
of a mysterious double mur- 
der on an exotic island hun- 
dreds of miles away from 
civilisation , and the puzzling 
sensational trial that fol- 
lowed. 


Sunday, Jan. 5. 

8&0 Empty Nest 

Nick, the husband of nurse 
La Verne, leaves with the 
football team to another city . 
She meets a handsome young 
man with whom she spends a 
lovely time. 

9:10 Nippon 

Taking On Detroit 

Japan's tiny post-war car 
industry grinds into gear, 
pulls out into the fast lane 
and eweutuaify overtakes the 
juggernauts of Detroit. An 
astonishing tale told by the 
engineers and salesmen who 
did it. 

Jfl.-fifl News in English 

10&0 Continuation of The 
Mini Series 


And The Sea Will Tell 

Monday, Jan. 6 

8:30 Hey Dad 

Nadge is heartbroken be- 
cause his girlfriend decides to 
leave to Europe while Martin 
buys a computer which upsets 
Betty , his secretary. 

9:10 Capital City 

The first episode of a 
powerful drama in the world 
of money and bonds as seen 
through Shane Dealers and 
its staff. 

10:00 News in E nglish 

l(h20 Mini Series 
The Elite 

An exciting thrilling adven- 
ture of a group of experts 
who could stop the melting 
of a nuclear reactor and re- 
capture two kilogrammes of 
stolen platinum. 


Tuesday, Jan. 7 

8:30 Evenmg Shade 

The family will watch a 
video tape about the coach 
30 years ago. 

9:10 Mini Series 

Colour In Creek 

During the international 
economic lecessioni an Au- 
stralian family looks for work 
with little money that they 
have and with no jobs avail- 
able they face lots of troubles 
and surprises. 

KhCO News in Eqgffch 


10:20 Mini Series 

Titmus Regained 

John Mortimer’s sequel to 
the highly successful Paradise 
Postponed continues the 
story of The Right Honour- 
able Leslie Titmuss. MP. A 
ruthless, thrusting Tory, he 
has risen to power as secret- 
ary of state at the Ministry of 
Housing , Ecological Affairs 
and Planning, — better 
known as H.E.A.P. — and is 
currently in pursuit of a 
beautiful widow Jenny Sido- 
nia. Three one hour films 
shot on location in London 
and in small villages in Ox- 
fordshire tell a strange and 
compelling love story set 
against the battle over a new 
town, and of a man 's inability 
■ to compromise over either bis 
personal or political Ufa. 

Wednesday, Jam 8 

&30 Tee efi 

(New Comedy Series) 

Gibson is a young, black 
teacher who grew op on the 
streets of Philadelphia and 
made a career out of teaching m 
music to inner-city school 
children. 

9:10 Docstmentaiy Voice 

Of The Planet 

The earth is in constant turmoil 
and man is subjecting it to 
constant pollution. White 
pollution is as much a bfes- 
ring as the sun's radiation it is 
still very hazardous to beafth. • ■ 

IfkOO News in Engtisb 

1Q&Q Min! Series 

A Man For All Seasons 


PEN PAL 

Dear Sir ; 

I would tike a female pen pal in Jordan. I am 20 years old, 
my bobbies are music. Crave/, swimming, Gshing, surfing, 
reading and running. " 

My name is Phil Thomas. 

Address: P.O. Box 146, Esperance W. A. 6450, Austra- 
lia. 

I would tike to write to a university student in Amman , 
who speaks English. 

Sfacerdy, 
PbB Thomas. 


LETTERS 

Dear Sirs: 

P/ease publish my name and address in your letters 
column. 

My name and address is: 

Steve MticbeO, . 

P.O. Box 340* 

Makati, Philippines, 

I am a 28-year-old Canadian. I intend to spend my 
holiday in Joidan next year and would like many friends 
there. 

Thanking you so much. 

Men MitcheB 
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A global sampling of cultural events in 1991 
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f By the Assoriated Press 

diRTS and entertainment 
made leadlines in 1991 m 
boots’ fifezs sad concerts. 
^Mozartmama” swept the 
Hasg&musrc scene for the 
2 Q 0 & anniversary year of 
•^Uga^Amadem Mozart’s 
l /katb. The highlight in visual 
jtrts-; ■ waS 'Christo ’s trans- 
'oceanic umbrella wrap , until 
fcro deaths overshadowed the 


is a sampler of note^ 
worthy events as selected by 
‘Associated Press correspoa- 
Tfksats worldwide: 

\ v JAPAN. Bulgarian artist 
phristo unfurled 1,340 blue 
parasols in a Japanese valley 
jn a mammouth exhibition 
visited by 500,000 people. 
&ot tragedy struck when a 
‘Japanese worker was electro- 
cuted wMJe removing the dis- 
play. A simultaneous exhibit 


of 1,760 yellow umbrellas in 
California had to be closed 
early when winds blew an 
umbrella across a mad and 
crushed a woman spectator 
against a boulder , killing her. 
“J will live with that tragedy 
to the end of my life,” 
Christo said. 

AUSTRIA. Much of music 
was dominated by “Mozart- 
mania ” to commemorate the 
death of the great Austrian 
composer in 1791. The high- 
light was Mozart’s Requiem 
performed on Dec. 5 at an 
international televised funer- 
al mass from Vienna’s St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral. 

UNITED STATES. 
Dances With Wolves, the 
19th-century saga of a white 
man who joins a Sioux tribe , 
swept most of the Academy 
Awards, including the Oscar 
for Best Picture. Many critics 


said the best movie of 1991 
was The Silence Of The 
Lambs , a horrific psycholo- 
gical thriller, with a brilliant 
portrayal of pure evil from 
Anthony Hopkins. 

INDIA . Of 400 Hindi 
movies this year, one re- 
ceived international atten- 
tion. Henna is a Romeo-and 
Juliet story of an Indian man 
and a Pakistani woman — a 
tale of friendship transcend- 
ing hostile borders. It was 
India’s entry for the 
Academy Awards foreign 
film category. 

GERMANY. Berlin 
hosted an exhibit on Rem- 
brandt billed as die biggest 
ever on the 17th-century 
Dutch master. The show 
drew long lines of art lovers 
and also opened the refur- 
bished old museum in former 
east Berlin. Other venues for 


the exhibit are Amsterdam 
and London. 1 - 

IRELAND. Dublin was 
the European city of culture 
for 1991. One of the high- 
lights was festival which 
staged all 19 plays by Samuel 
Beckett, the Nobel Prize- 
winning son of Dublin who 
died in 1989. 

BRITAIN. London’s 
Royal Academy of Art 
staged a talked-about re- 
trospective of pop art, includ- 
ing Andy Warhol’s stack of 
brillo boxes and Roy Lichten- 
stein’s blown-up cartoons. 

The show revived the old 
debate about whether any of 
it really qualified as art. 

ARGENTINA, some 
200,000 people turned out in 
Buenos Aires on Dec. 15 to 
hear Italian tenor Luciano 


Pavarotti sing arias from 
operas. The nighttime per- 
formance was staged on die 
Avenida 9 De Julio, one of 
the widest thoroughfares in 
die world. 

PARAGUAY. In Asun- 
cion, Augusto Roa Bastos ’ 
novel, I, The Supreme, about 
Paraguay’s loved and bated 
founding father , Jose Gaspar 
Rodriguez de Franda, was 
performed on stage last 
April. It was the fust time 
many Paraguayans viewed 
the work, which was banned 
during the long dictatorship of 
JVesidenr Gen. Alfredo 
Strocssner. 

ITALY. Friends and town- 
speople turned out in droves 
to applaud Gian Carlo 
Menotti on his 80th birthday 
in July during the Spoleto 
Festival Of Two Worlds be 
founded 34 years ago. The 


Pulitzer Prize-winning com- 
poser made a cameo appear- 
ance in his most recent opera 
Goya, which made its Euro- 
pean debut at the festival. 

I 

SWEDEN. The Best In- 
tentions. directed by Danish 
Oscar-winner Bilie August 
from Ingmar Bergman ’ s 
script, premiered Christmas 
Day on Swedish television 
and debuts at Cannes next 
spring. British. Italian and 
Scandinavian TV networks 
funded the movie about the 
courtship of Bergman's pa- 
rents. 

FRANCE. Lcs Miserablcs, 
the musical bit based on Vic- 
tor Hugo's tale of human 
suffering . returned trium- 
phantly to Paris after delight- 
ing a udiences worldwide. 
French creators Alain Boub- 
lil and Claude-Michel Scbon- 
berg, whose original, 1980 


version dosed after three 
months, had feared their 
compatriots wouldn't 
appreciate the soitg-and- 
dance adaptation of a Hugo 
masterpiece. But Les Mis got 
rave reviews and is drawing 
full bouses. 

CHILE. A Santiago exhibi- 
tion of works by world-re- 
nowned Chilean surrealist 
painter Roberto Marta, the 
first in this region in more 
than two decades. Malta, 81, 
lives in Italy. 

BRAZIL. The runaway 
best-selling book in 1991 was 
Zeha: Uma Paixao (Zelia: A 
Passion) by renowned short- 
story writer Fernando Sabi- 
no. Sabino described the 
real-life romance between 
Zelia Cardoso de Mello . Bra- 
zil’s first woman economics 
minister, and the married jus- 
tice minister. Both resigned 


when their story made head- 
lines. 

A USTRALIA . Following 
a gala farewell concert by- 
Australia’s lady of the opera, 
Dame Joan Sutherland, there 
renowned tenors — Luciano 
Pavarotti. Jose Carreras and 
Placido Domingo — con- 
ducted separate, sold-out 
touts ' in 1991. 

MEXICO. 1991 was a year 
of resurgence for Mexican 
Cinema, which had fallen on 
hard times after its ” golden 
age” of the 1930s and 1940s. 
A total of 65 Mexican films 
were shown at 72 internation- 
al festivals, including Cannes 
and Berlin, which hadn't had a 
Mexican move in 14 years. 
Mexican films won prizes in 
Montreal. Italy. Berlin. 
France, Spain. Colombia and 
at the Festival Latino in New 
York. 


Asia does booming business in Chinese antique forgeries 


By Kathy Chen 

- Reuter 

HONG KONG — A late 
$aturday afternoon laziness 
bang over Hong Kong’s cat 
street as Western tourists and 
wealthy Chinese collectors 

me 


| In one, an impeccably 
dressed Hong Kcmg man Sip- 
ped out his magnifying gto 
and scrutinised a Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) blue- 
andrwhite porcelain bowl. 

“Tfi take it,” be said with 
satisfaction after a quick, ex- 
pert perusal, counting out a 
wad of $500 notes. 

The bowl at 5,000 Hong 
Kong dollars ($640) counts as 
snail change in the expensive 
world of Chinese antiques. 

Even so, few buyers can 


afford to act with such confi- 
dence these days, as heavy 
demand and soaring prices 
stimulate a huge industry in 
forged Chinese art through- 
out Asia. 

“Forgeries have always 
been around, but the number 
of copied works has been 
growing in recent years as 
prices rise by leaps and 
bounds ” said Philip Mao, a 
longstanding adviser to the 
Hong Kong Museum of Art 
and a collector of porcelain. 

The Chinese antiquities 
market virtually dried op dur- 
ing the Cultural Revohrtkm, 
10 yean (Apolitical and social 
upheaval in China from 1966. 
It revived in the mid-1980s. 

Art experts say almost any 
item is game for forgers. But 


the most popular are paint- 
ings, antique jade and cera- 
mics, especially Ming and 
Qing (1644-1911) biue-and- 
wintes. 

The best copies come from 
China, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong, and filter into the in- 
ternational market mostly 
through legitimate deals. 
Each piece usually changes 
bands several times. 

“There are a lot of ' stories 
around said a ceramics 
appraiser at a major auction 
house. ‘It’s Born an old col- 
lection, it’s recently exca- 
vated, it’s been in the family 
for Gve generations.” 

“Some dealers either can’t 
tell (a piece is fake) or they 
just don’t care,” he said. 

Because of China’s strin- 


gent restrictions on antique 
exports, meaty genome pieces 
make their way out of the 
country illegally. 

Hoping their work will 
share the authenticity by 
travelling this route, forgers 
sometimes introduce their 
nroducts to the market 
through Chinese smugglers, 
who sneak them into Hong 
Kong or the nearby Portu- 
guese-administered territory 
of Macau. 

Imitation has an old and 
venerable role in the history 
of art Ming and 

Qing Dynasty painters 
dihgentfy copied Great Sung 
(960-1279) works to master 
difficult brush strokes. 

Some Chinese emperors 
ordered imp e ria l works to be 


stamped with marks of pre- 
vious dynasties which excel- 
led in the medium. 

Top Chinese artists con- 


tinue to imitate the ancient 
masters, even selling copies 
under their own names. The 
diffe r e nc e is that they do not 
try to pass them off as the 
genuine article. 

Most forgeries arc made by 
less talented artists or o . n die 
side by craftsmen at major 
kilns in Taiwan and China. 

“The payoffs can be 
huge,” said the ceramics 
appraiser. “A vase costs 300- 
400 Hong Kong dollars ($38- 
50), bat yon pat in a tittle 
more effort and yon can turn 
out a half a milli on dollar 
($64,000) hem. 

“ You can tire 100 of them 


and expect one to come out 
beautifully and pass it off for 
half the actual price of a real 
one. The profit may not be 
extremely attractive for Hong 
Kong artists, but it is very 
attractive for mainland 
nwrow ones.” 

Painters can earn 100 times 
more for forged works than 
for their own, commanding 
100,000 Hong Kong dollars 
($12,800-25-600). 

The huge potential p r o fit s 
and the growing sophistica- 
tion of collectors have led to 
a great improvement in be 
quality of forgeries in recent 
years, art experts say. 

Ironically, publications on 
antiques, which tell collectors 
how to distinguish between 
real and fake works, have 


also helped forgers perfect 
their art. 

Although authenticity tests 
are available , dealers usually 
still rely on a practised eye. 

“The keyword is skill. The 
originals’ were made by the 
best craftsman who were 
masters of proportion and 
decoration. Today, forgers 
copy the form and shape, but 
the works lose some of the 
feeling ,” said the ceramics 
appraiser. 

Painting and ceramics ex- 
perts agree that a less than 
totally confident brush storke 
usually provides the give- 
away. Jade experts check to see 
whether coJbur and design 
match for a certain time 
period. 

Most of the victims are 


inexperienced buyers , often, 
from newly wealthy classes in ’ 
Taiwan, Singapore or Hong 
Kong. 

But the increasingly high 
quality of forgeries means 
even experts sometimes get 
duped. 

“I remember buying a blue 
Tang Dynasty (61 8-906} 
horse, the greatest possible 
rarity, for a quarter of a 
million dollars (532,000), ” 
said a barrister who owns one 
of Hong Kong’s finest 
Chinese art collections. 

“It was probably on the 
cheap side so I should have 
known better. Of course 1 got 
my money back, but later / 
saw an almost identical one in 
a Kansas City Museum. It 
was sock a good copy. ” 
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for normality 


Foreigners in a multicultural society 


By Reinhart Renger 

MUNICH — Treatment of 
the living together of Ger- 
mans and Turks (here repre- 
senting foreigners in general 
who have found new homes 
in Germany), is usually con- 
fined to sociological studies 
or to he calls of government 
leaders for greater tolerance. 

Now, two authors whose 
books deal with such themes 
are enjoying celebrity and 
brisk sales. They are Jakob 
Arjouni and Renan Demir- 
kan, two ' authors who 
approach the field from com* 
pietely different angles . Judg- 
ing by the sales figures, read- 
ers have taken to both. 

In the books of Jakob Ar- 
jouni, it is a fictional charac- 
ter, a Turkish private detec- 
tive with a German passport 
and the name of Kemal 
Kayankaya, who fascinates 
German readers. The main 
figure labours in the noto- 
rious red-fight district of 
Frankfurt. 

Arjouni has been enjoying 
growing popularity over the 
past three years with bis 

rather cormdugeon-Uke char- 
acter , who appears, to Eve 
solely from the consumption 
of cigarettes and alcohol. 
Kayankaya is a loner, eking 
out a living from work in the 
midst of pr osti tuti on, econo- 
me crime, and police corrup- 
tion.. It is tite sheer need to 
survive winch pr o mpt s him to- 
move about in tins nether- 
world. 

Readers purchase his 
Royals with an enthusiasm 
&££ ar* typical for German 
detective fiction. His volumes 
fe such titles as Happy 
Yd*y, . Turke (Happy 
mtoday t Tmk), MehrBier” 
(More Beer), and “Ein 
M/bo, Bio Mord” (One 
Marti.. One Murder). More 
titarrASBfOOO Arjouni 


volumes have been sold, and . 
the well-know German film 
directress Doris Ddrrie is 
preparing to Elm one of 
them. 

With Arjouni himself 
rather stingy in self-revela- 
tion rumours , fueled by the 
assumption that only fir- 
sthand experience could have 
informed the pen of the 
plight of prejudice, the trials 
that Dirks endure in every- 
day German life, such a pen 
must be Turkish. Besides, 
Arjouni isn’t your everyday 
German name anyhow. 

When it was discovered 
that he’s neither a child of a 
troubled environment nor 
one of foreign stock on Ger- 
man soil, piqued reviewers 
. accused Arjouni of deliber- 
ately having misled people to 
capitalise on a “false aura. ” 

The son of a director and a 
publisher mother, Jakob Ar- 
jouni spent his youth not on 
the streets but in expensive 
boarding schools. Why 
should this detract from the 
appreciation of his literary 
talent or his aggressive 
approach to German reali- 
ties? 

Arjouni has no problems 
dishing it out — usually with 
a goodly dose of humour — 
even though be doesn’t have 
the background of a street 
tough. His hero is convincing 
for the very reason that Ar- 
jouni, who Eves in Berlin, 
didn’t portray him as a “good 

Turk,” a sort of “Robin 
Hood ” of rectitude in a cor- 
rupt Frankfurt, fending his 
way through an ugly world. 

He’s hero with frailties, not 
much better orworse than bis 
surroundings, a timeless fi- 
gure of a fooi who, all the 
same, lets nothing prevent 
him from holding a mirror to 
the face of others. 


He pours vjtriol on the 
Efestyies of his fellow Ger- 
mans: “They attend exhibi- 
tions in New York, take off 
on safaris in Africa, they 
smoke pot in Cairo, eat 
Japanese dishes, and want o 
instruct Moscow in the arts of 
democracy; they’re cosmopo- 
litan right down to their Pari- 
sian underwear. But the sight 
of a Turk without junk under 
bis arm or ten dirty children, 
that they can’t manage.” 

Azjouni’s fictional detec- 
tive knows Germany much 
better than the land of his 
fathers, but bis outsider sta- 
tus is insurmountable, even 
when be Gashes bis German 
passport. In the eyes of 
others, a Turk is a Turk is a 
Turk: This is the gist of Ar- 
jounFs message. . 

’May I take a look?, ” the 
real estate agent asks in the 
latest novel One Man, One 
Murder, and incredulously 
leafs through the passport of 
the Turkish detective. “ Not 
that Turkish origin is of any 
relevance to a rental lease. 
And, what with German 
citizenship clearly evident. 
Still, one wants to know with 
whom one has the pleasure, 
to be sure.” 

With grim irony, Arjouni 
pursues a dialogue that re- 
veals prejudices to be the 
bedrock of commercial deal- 
ings : ‘T would have thought 
the Arab realm was more 
likely,” the agent tries to 
slink out of matter, not realis- 
ing that he’s merely com- 
pounding the vileness of his 
prejudices. 

Being a stranger in a fore- 
ign world, that, too, is the 
root experience of Renan 
Demirkan, bom in Ankara in 
1955. She left her Turkish 
homeland with her parents at 
the age of seven to come to 


Germany. 

At the time, the German 
government paid a bounty to 
Turkey for every recruited 
guest worker, an expression 
of the urgent need for work- 
ers in a dramatically growing 
German economy. Renan 
Demirkan’s life has witnessed 
an unusual course. Today, 
she’s successful actress, both 
on stage and in television. 

She feels more like a cos- 
mopolitan in Germany, a role 
which doesn’t draw much 
attention among Germans. 

The difficult, troubled road 
to this point of social accept- 
ance, that is the topic of her 
strongly autobiographical 
novel. Her book has since 
soared into the upper por- 
tions of the bestseller fists. 
The idea for her to write a 
book originally came from a 
publishing house readbr, she 
says cautiously. Actors who 
try their band at writing often 
have a “trying” time gaining 
titerary acclaim. 

Renan Demirkan’s book 
had the good fortune that the 
intent and the narrative con- 
tent harmonise well. The 
book, “Schwtuzer Tee Mit 
Drei Stuck Zucbef” (Black 
Tea With Three Lumps Of 
Sugar) reveals the difficult 
higbwire act of loosening ties 
to familial traditions and en- 
tering into a new system of 
values. 

Those who know the self- 
confident Renan Demirkan 
as a~ successful actress and 
recipient of a television prize 
may hope that a successful 
case of integration has taken 
place. With aD the talk about 
growing hostility towards 
foreigners, we have here a 
positive model of living 
together. 

But she doesn’t make it 
that easy for the reader. Her 


fife in Germany is the story of 
an arduous journey (very 
much tike the birth of the 
lead figure’s daughter that 
provides the narrative back- 
bone of the book). To fight 
her way through, Renan De- 
mirkan bad to move ever 
further away from her roots. 

“I always imagined Europe 
to be one big train station, a 
kind of terminal station,” she 
recalls her childhood ex- 
pectations of the new land. 
“Where are you from?” asks 
the new teacher in fifth 
grade. Quite naturally, the 
Turkish youngster replies: 
“ From Garden Street.” I 
mean, where were you 
bom,” the teacher adds im-- 
patiently. “In Ankara.” 

In later years, as a politi- 
cally active youth, the author 
refuses to have anything to 
do with “the circles of the 
intellectual emigrants. ” They 
doted exclusively on the 
problems of the Turks, which 
she found intolerably narrow- 
minded. It even made her 
aggressive when queried ab- 
out her nationality. “ I’m a 
cosmopolitan!” She would 
retort angrily. 

The budding Turkish 
woman is tom between cul- 
tures, the world of her pa- 
rents, “that four-person mini- 
state in an alien land, ” as she 
characterises it, and the pob - 
ticafiy laden world of her 
German companions during 
the seventies. 

Only through the “bet- 
rayal” of her family and a 
subsequent reconsideration 
of her roots does she come to 
an inner compromise, one 
which stengtbens her self-im- 
age, but which brings her 
parents much sorrow. Renan 
De mirkan has anm married 
an Austrian and now lives on 
a farmstead in the province of 



Staun ItamMan, ftsrfcCsh actress and formkmmrs. nm. -- 
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Steiermark — when she isn’t 
on a stage in Germany or 
standing on a studio set for 
camera takes. 

Asked in one interview 
whether she bad many Tur- 
kish friends, she replied , 
almost evasively, that “I have 
a very small circle of very 
trustable friends, indispensi- 
hie people. I’m tike a tree 
with thin roots sticking in 
Turkey, the thick ones in 
Germany. And the blossoms 
petals above, they’re some- 
thing very unique.” 

One reviewer characte- 
rised Renan Demirkan’s. re- 
fusal to let herself be handed 


around as a “token Turk, ” as 
someone who made it all the 
same, as a “ hunger for nor- 
mality.” 

Even the Arjouni detective 
Kayankaya believes in a kind 
of normality which the world 
around is unwilling to grant 
him. Especially people in the 
prevailing culture are particu- 
larly far removed from a posi- 
tive relationship to a multi- 
cultural society. 

For new members of socie- 
ty, the experience of cultural 
alienness in Germany is a 
genuine gain, a situation 
which , unfortunately , rarely 
applies in the opposite direc- 
tion. Germans sometimes ex- 


perience the alien in thei 
own land more as a threa 
than as an enriching expert 
ence. At the same time, ehi 
sudden departure of margins 
groups one has becomt 
accustomed to for gaining < 
smug (but detractive) senst 
of moral superiority, alst 
proves disturbing. 

Arjouni has recognised thi 
contradiction. “At a certaii 
point, it becomes useless ti 
profess solidarity anymore 
to say how terrible it all is, ’ 
he declares in talking abou 
his detective novels. “In 
stead, one has to applj 
humour and fight more. ” — 
IN Press, 
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encapsulated pancreas cells control diabetes in lab mice 

a fldMUna - 1 ■» 


gj Paul Recer 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A re- 
searcher says he has cor- 
rected diabetes in mice by 
in. plan ting pancreas cells 
under their skin, suggesting a 
therapy that may one day 
control the disease in humans 
without the need for daily 
insulin shots. 

Dr. Paul E. Lacy of 
Washington University 
School of Medicine in St. 


Louis said the laboratory ex- 
periment proved that pan- 
creas ceils, called islets, can 
thrive and produce insulin 
while encapsulated in porous 
tubes implanted in the body. 

“ This ( was the first tune 
that anyone bad been able to 
get encapsulated islets cells to 
work under the skin," he 
said. Dr. Lacy said if the 
same result is achieved in 
experiments on dogs or 
monkeys , then the technique 
could be ready for human 
trials within three years. 


A report on the study was 
published in the journal Sci- 
ence. 

Dr. Lacy said the key to 
the islet implant is a one- 
inch-long hollow tube that 
resembles a fiber thread and 
has the diametre of a tooth- 
\pick Holes in the side of the 
jn/be are large enough to per- 
mit oxygen and nutrients to 
pass inside to nourish the islet 
cells and insulin produced by 
the cells flows out into the 
blood stream. 

The islet cells are protected from 


rejection by the body because 
immune system cells, that 
normally would kill foreign 
cells, are too large to enter 
the tube and attack the islets , 
the researcher said. 

Once in ■ place under the 
skin, the encapsulated islet 

cells act in the same way as 
the insulin-secreting cells in a 
normal pancreas, the resear- 
cher said. 

“ They respond to rising 
glucose levels,'* said Dr. 
Lacy. “ When the glucose 
goes up they bold the blood 


sugar at normal limits. " 

In a healthy body , rising 
levels of blood sugar, such as 
Mowing a meal, causes the 
pancreas to secrete insulin, 
which helps metabolise the 
sugar, or glucose. The insuhn 
is secreted by cells in the 
pancreas called the islets of 
langerbans. 

In patients with diabetes 
mellitus, the islets cells are 
destroyed or non-functioning 
and produce no insulin. As a 
result, glucose builds up in 
the bloodstream. Uncontrol- 


led diabetes can cause ather- 
oscleroisis , a blood vessel dis- 
ease that destroy the kidneys, 
cause blindness and lead to 
amputation of lower limbs. 

Diabetes mellitus usually 
strikes in childhood and the 
American piabetes Associa- 
tion says there are about one 
million Americans with the 
disease. 

In the expermient. Dr. 
Lacy and his co- workers used 
a drug to destroy islet cells in 
a group of laboratory mice. 
This turned the animals into 


diabetics. 

The researchers then 
mixed rat islet cells with a gel 
made from algae. Then the 
solution was then put into the 
boiiow tubes , with each tube 
receiving 500 to 1,000 islet 
celts each. The tubes were 
implanted in the diabetic 
mice. 

Blood sugar levels in 80 pc r 
cent of the mice quickly re- 
turned to normal and stayed 
there for the 60 days of file 
experiment. When the im- 
plants were removed, the 


mkc became diabetic again 
Dr. Lxysaidlm team now 
pians to test the technique on 
larger animals, such as dog s 
or monkeys. If these experi- 
ments arc successful, then 
human trials could begin in 
about three years, he said. 

Working with Dr. Lacy’s 
Washington University team 
were scientists at Cytother - e 
apeutks Inc. of Providence. 

Science, which published 
the study , is the journal of 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science 






Steak knives replace scalpels for Brazil’s alternative doctor 


By Michael Stott 
n : Helper 
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ABADIANIA, Brazil — Ivo 
Pereira Correa stood against 
the whitewashed wall under a 
portrait of the Virgin Mary, 
eyes clenched tightly shut. 

The man standing opposite 
him drew a pair of long scis- 
sors from a surgical tray and 
clamped a white swab in their 
tip. Suddenly, he rammed the 
scissors up Pereira ’s left nos- 
tril as far as they would go, 
twisting and turning them. 

Pereira ’s face contorted in 
a silent grimace. Out came 
the scissors and a stream of 
blood poured on to the floor. 
Pereira slumped to the 
ground and was carried away. 

John of God, " a Brazilian 
spiritual healer, had com- 
pleted another operation. 

“ At the moment of the 
operation / am asleep said 
the 46-year-old “doctor*', 
whose real name is Joao 
Teixeira. “I am unconscious. 
I see nothing. The spirits 
perform the operation .*' 

His methods may be un- 
conventional — trances re- 
place anaesthetic, steak 
knives substitute for scalpels 
and prayers are preferred to 
antiseptic — but there is no 
denying Teixeira's popu- 
larity. 

Sick men and women flock 


from as far afield as Peru and 
Ecuador to the simple , sing- 
le-storey cluster of buildings 
where he works in Aba- 
diania, a small town 120 
kilometres from the capital, 
Brasilia. 


Antares. a fit-looking retired 
army officer. *7 weighed just 
84 pounds (38.10 kg) and the 
doctors had sent me home 
from hospital to die. Within 
three months I was cured by 
Joao’s invisible healing." 


“ Joao is very well known in 
our country. ” said Anselmo 
Vargas Aguirre, from Are- 
quipe, Peru. “He once came 
and tried to practise there but 
the authorities would not let 
him. So we come here in- 
stead. " 

Teixeira, a plump man with 
long untidy hair, silver-rim- 
med glasses and white trous- 
ers, treats 2 r 500 people a day 
three days a week at his 
centre, free of charge. 

When not operating on pa- 
tients, be makes a living from 
a 2, 500- acre (1,000-hectare) 
cattle ranch and an emerald 
dig. 

His centre is dedicated to 
St. Ignatius of Loyola , the 
soldier who founded the 
Jesuit order of priests in the 
18th century , although it has 
no link to the Jesuits other 
than Teixeira's claim to em- 
body Loyola’s healing spirit. 

There is no shortage of 
patients who claimto be living 
proof that Teixeira 's methods 
work. 

“I first came here 12 years 
ago almost dead from liver 
cancer said Ayrton Elias 


Sebastiao da Silva Lima, 
Teixeira’s assistant, pointed 
proudly to a glass-fronted 
wooden cabinet in bis dusty 
office. On its shelves stood a 
collection of sealed jam jars 
filled with rubbery-looking 
lumps floating in clear liquid. 


“ These are the cancers 
Joao has removed from his 
patients, " Sebastiao said. 
“Each one has its own story 
and I look after them with 
great affection.” 

Treatment at the centre is 
summary. 

All patients file through 
Teixeira’s consulting room, 
decorated with red roses and 
religious icons and filled with 
white-robed praying 
mediums who. he says, 
“transmit energy to the pa-- 
dents during their spiritual 


cleansing. ” 

With barely a glance at 
each patient, Teixeira makes 
snap decisions. “You are 
cured. Go home , ” he tells a 
cripple, flinging bis wooden 
crutches to the floor. The 
invalid shuffles off, looking 
surprised. 

Some patients are told to 
return. Others receive im- 
mediate treatment, ranging 
from a simple laying on of 
hands to the steak knife. 

A woman complains of an 


eye ailment. Teixeira sits her 
in his chair and scrappes her 
eye with bis knife. “Go 
home” he says, throwing the 
knife on to a nearby table. 
The woman staggers away, 
fluid streaming from her eye. 

Teixeira said he started 
with his healing work at the 
age of 16 after seeing an 
apparition. 

“It was seven or eight 
o’clock at night when the 
woman appeared to me. She 
was very pretty... A man- 
ifestation of a higher being, ” 


he said “ She called me to my 
mission. ” 


Teixeira avoids any ques- 
tioning about bis diagnoses or 
methods of treatment. “I am 
not a doctor, I do not do 
anything,” he repeats. “It is 
the centre which treats 
people. ” 


But he insists he has never 
known a failure. “In 34 years 
of my mission this has never 
happened,’* he said. “If it 
had. you wouldn't see all 
these people here.” 


The Brazilian government 
officially condemns Teix- 
iera 's methods. Health Minis- 
ter Alceni Guerra, himself a 
qualified doctor, said through 
his press office that the heal- 
er’s “operations" were 
illegal. 

But some in the ministry a 
think differently. 


“I know lots of people — 
including one colleague in 
this ministry — % vho’ve been 
cured by these operations." 
one source said. 




1st animal model for Alzheimer’s disease developed 


By Catherine Amst 
Reuter 


LONDON — For the first 
time a genetically modified 
mouse has been created that 
mimics all the characteristics 
of human Alzheimer's dis- 
ease, medical researchers 
said. 

Scientists have long been* 
searching for a reliable anim- 
al model to test possible 
treatments for the progres- 
sive brain disorder, the big- 
gest killer of people over the 
age of 65. 

Researchers from Mount 
Sinai Medical Centre in New 


York and Yamanouchi Phar- 
maceutical Co. Ltd of Tokyo 
reported in the science jour- 
nal Nature that they were 
able successfully to insert into 
mouse embryos the human 
gene that is believed to cause 
the neurological changes seen 
in Alzheimer's victims. 

The mice that resulted de- 
veloped all the telltale lesions 
in the brain characteristic of 
late stages of the disease, 
including plaques, tangles 
and massive nerve cell death. 

Although other genetically 
engineered mouse models for 
some symptoms of the dis- 
ease have been developed. 


medical experts said the 
Mount Sinai animal was the 
most useful yet created. 

“The result brings us a 
step closer to our major goal, 
to fundamentally alter, the 
course of the disease by the 
end of the decade, ” said Dr. 
Gene Cohen, acting director 
of the National Institute on 
Ageing, a division of the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health. 

“If we can delay the onset 
of Alzheimer's by five years 


we could cut the incidence of 
the disease by 50 per cent.” 
be said. 

Alzheimer’s is one of the 
most frightening diseases fac- 
ing the elderly because there 
is no known cure, nor a cause 
other than the inherited 
genetic flaw found in about 
10 per cent of sufferers. 

It is also impossible accur- 
ately to diagnose Alzheimer's 
until the victim is dead and an 
autopsy can be conducted. 


making it an extremely diffi - 
cuh condition to study. 

The disease slowly brings 
on an irreversible loss of 
memory and reasoning, prog- 
ressively leading from senility 
to loss of control of all body 
functions to death. 


increase dramatically with 
age, affecting about 30 per 
cent of people over 80. 


Approximately four mil- 
lion Americans suffer from 
Alzheimer's, with 250,000 
victims diagnosed each year. 
The incidence of the disease 


Dr. Jon Gordon who k 
headed the research team, 
said the mouse model would 
enable scientists to study the 
evolution of the brain nor- 
malities at the tellular level, 
giving scientists better clues 
as to what their targets 
should be in developing a 
drug treatment. 
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GALLICISMS 
By Norma Steinberg 


1 Texas town 

36 C & W singer 

62 Sales Ditch 

88 Climb 

5 — ot me trade 

Palsv — 

63 Sharpened 

87 Gas station meas 

10 Pile 

37 Very hard quartz 

64 Inti* Is 

88 Attacks 

14 Asset 

38 Longhorn 

66 Seehttirough 

violently 

IB At a distance 

41 In die butt 

67 Kin of 

91 Poet Ezra 

19 Nixon's running 

43 Alphabet run 

epicures 

92 Dormant state 

mate 

46 Anna's lotowors 

70 Like a peacock 

96 Incompetent 

20 Ms Fitzgerald 

47 Wine word 

71 Canape 

97 MH. gps. 

21 By oneseii 

49 BunBme and 

73 Expression ol 

98 Etching need 

22 Writer's 

Beatty 

annoyance 

99 Previous to **■ 

pseudonym 

50 Overcharge 

74 Fever and chfls 

100 Certain restaurvt 

24 Aiists In the 

51 Payment on 

75 Dry 

meal 

lore front 

savings abbr 

78 Trevino and 

102 Museum pieces 

26 Word on ■ Ml 

52 Reason lor 

Gram 

105 LUwcatod 

27 Mimics 

iMng 

77 Bundle of (oy 

106 — over keel 

28 — Ababa 

56 Cneeseriwti 

78 Numerals: abbr. • 

107 Liszt 

30 Fel in drops 

57 Discrepancy 

79 New Otoans 

108 'Take — leave It" 

31 Repined 

59 Goner palmar 

event 

109 "Rosebud' 

33 Orchestra section 

80 Cried sharply 

B3 Bettitng suit 

■ 110 — by comparison 

34 Diving (eats 

Et Cosmpfdogtst 

material 

111 — winks 

35 OkWjnwr 

Lauder 

84 Sprite 

112 — Abo. CA 

DOWN 
1 "A Fan 

29 Author ol "Two 

53 Neck parts 

01 Patntul toe 

Ca*ad — " 

Years Before the 

54 Helped with tee 

problem 

2 Run — ot ihe law 

Mast' 

cashes 

82 Elopes 

3 Dromedary 

32 Nights before 

55 January In Tijuana 

83 Praises 

4 Kino ol number 

holidays 

56 Pointing style 

84 Legendary 

abbr. 

33 Popeye's nemesis 

58 Gwe harth 

85 Had pain 

5 Lever ol a kno 

34 Predatory bed 

60 — truly 

87 Oarnorous 

6 Rubbernecked 

36 Insdgata 

62 Destroy 

88 Cars 

7 Responsibility 

37 Jacques 

evidence? 

89 Siow^noving 

8 Moon vehicle 

38 Knife 

63 — to (slopped) 

animal 

9 Aommistar the 

39 Canned fish 

64 Golden Gate 

90 Expensive fur 

earn to 

40 Cor tWer tUlly 

Bridge tar one 

91 Flower perl 

10 Hearing device 

42 To the time ol 

65 Therefore 

92 Aroma 

11 "The King" 

43 Overthrow ot a 

66 Word m an 

93 Blessed woman 

12 Poor me! 

13 Peier — 

government 
44 Trance 

apology 

67 Host's charge 

94 Swashbuckler 
Flynn 

14 Lament 

45 — out (made do) 

68 Teat or boob end 

95 Kind Ol 

15 Actor Greene 

47 Poisons 

69 River In Hades 

rocket 

16 Beneath 

4B Edgar — 

71 Catches wmd of 

97 Author Jaffe 

17 Plants a lawn 

Burroughs 
50 “Witch' town 

72 Atr. antelope . 

98 Sttghtty open 

21 Encore! 

75 Looked happy 

101 Dance 

23 Raring lo go 

52 Given a PG or 

77 Soothing ointment 

103 SMng: abbr. 

25 Lags behind 

an R 

80 Comical Coca 

104 immerse 

Diagramless ip x ip. By cmig schnitz 


ACROSS 
1 Change into 

22 Defendant's 

45 Highway 
entrance 

61 Certain 

money 

answer 

expressions 
53 "Never look — m 

5 Concealed 

23 — Japanese 

46 Anesthetic 

B Native donee 

24 Winter vehicle 

48 Hits hard 

the mouth" 

9 Waits 

25 Horse's pace 

49 Appear 

68 Concludes 

11 Ireland 

29 — oft (angryi 

50 Actress Daly 

71 Trained 

12 Small bird 

33 Certain residence 

51 Honey gatherers 

fighter 

72 Employ 

13 Zesty flavor 

34 Artery 

55 Sew one's 

14 Notwithstanding 

35 Lustrous fabric 

wild — 

73 OflHrutto a X). 

16 Deceitful, cunratg 

36 Dee — . IA 

59 Therefore 

74 Norse god 

ways 

41 Range ol items 

60 Excessive 

75 Look at 

20 Stkig’ rig remark 

44 Son of 

criticism 

76 Cried 
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Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Fussy militant feminist sued a stuffy dads for rudeness to a lady. 

2. Nice capable baker makes perfect Boston cream pie for best pel. 

3. Dog, in fog, finds and bites last lost hog behind log in bog. 

4. Load months usually produce fatuous echoes from empty beads. 


DOWN 

1 Singer Atkins 

2 divisible 
emanation 

3 Rock thrower 

4 Emotional 
difficulties 

■5 Tall 

6 Unemployed 

7 Poor grades 
9 Nocturnal 

mamma! 

10 Uses a dirk 
12 Overhead 
railways 


14 Toward shatter 

15 "A* roads — 
Rome" 

16 — tai (drink) 

17 Sea aagie 
19 Ailing 

21 Colombia's 
capital 

26 Again 

27 Thought 

28 Singer Barmen 

30 limtof work 

31 nmetaMa abbr. 

32 Titled ladies 


33 Food container 

34 Snake 

35 Term ot address 

36 The majority 

37 Merely 

33 Isfahan's land 

39 The — the 
Game" 

40 Printing measures 

42 Indian 

43 Article 
47 Seism a 

I mass 


53 The self 

54 In a way not 
known 

56 Pie — mode 


57 Child's game 

58 Takes off the top 


stOToundma ffl 
52 Tdedo'9 la«e 


Bl Great anger 
62 Dtsnaraang 

64 Popular acclaim 

65 City of Asia Minor 

66 Long walk 

67 smote 
691 

70 ns 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. JK OXCMJ C- ICI1KJS JLZZ A E J K O X C M J C 

GFJFLZ HLZZPZ CMQ C HXAEEGPX PKMZ 
KG ESCQZ GLKI JSZ EFKL — By Gordon Miller 

2. MLXPFM MRYUNE SNAAY "MUPFZ7," 
OILHY, RXP KFNY UFTN, RY UN PEFZY ULY 
YOINNKNN GEFT HMNXHS-GLGHU GAFFE. 

— By Ed Hnddksoa 

3. JUGONIM EG1RNZ HIADU SNZ J D Y EGAD 

SHIM VPDU JGUN2SNV1DU ZV PDUO 
HJDGZO SD YDJB. — By Rite Bahrein 

4. JSXBNAWSJ LHKWCDST DMRSK E BN 
EHLRK CY ETCRSY MBWCDMWSJ WSXXST 


MW ETM YLA EHYR. 


— By Earl Ireland 
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Study indicates possible genetic 
role in homosexuality 


By Brenda C. Coleman 

The Associated Press 


CHICAGO — A study of 
twins suggests that homosex- 
uality has a genetic or biolo- 
gical basis, adding to argu- 
ments that sexual orientation 
doesn't result from malad- 
justment or moral defect. 

“We found 52 per cent of 
identical twin brothers of gay 
men also were gay. compared 
with 22 per cent of fraternal 
twins, compared with 11 per 
cent of genetically unrelated 
(adoptive) brothers, ” said J. 
Michael Bailey, assistant pro- 
fessor of psychology at 
Northwestern University in 
Evanston. 

“Which is exactly the kind 


of pattern you would want to 
see if something genetic were 
going on,” he said Saturday. 

An earlier study reported 
brain cell duster traits that 
indicated homosexuality 
could have a biological 
trigger. 

The latest study, published 
in the December issue of the 
Archives of General 
Psychiatry, examined 56 
identical twins , 54 fraternal 
twins' and 57 a c/op five 
brothers. 

Identical twins are genetic 
dones, developed from a 
single egg that split after 
being fertilised by a single 
sperm. Fraternal twins de- 
velop simultaneously from 
two separate eggs fertilised 
by two separate sperm, mak- 


ing them only as similar as 
non-twin siblings. 

Adoptive brothers, of 
course, have no genes in 
common. 

“ The degree of the genetic 
contribution (to homosexual- 
ity) could range from 30 per 
cent to over 70 per cent,” 
Prof. Bailey said, “depending 
on the assumptions used ab- 
out bow common homosex- 
uality is ... and how repre- 
sentative our samp/e was of 
twins in the genera/ popula- 
tion. 

Prof. Bailey and bis co- 
author, Dr. Richard C. Pil- 
lard, a psychiatry professor at 
Boston University School of 
Medicine, recruited their 
subjects through ads in 
homosexual publications in 


Chicago, other midwestem 
cities and southwestern cities. 

Gregory Carey, assistant 
professor of psychology at 
the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, called the work 
“very important research." 

‘7 ’hi nor terribly surprised 
ar the conclusions,” Prof. 
Carey said. “ Some of the 
earlier evidence suggested 
there was genetic effect , but 
the studies were not well 
done. This is something that 
really sort of clinches it.” 

He added, however, that 
social conditioning still may 
be very important. 

“We inherit predisposi- 
tions to behaviour. ‘Nurture’ 
has a great deal to do with 
it,” be said. 
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Mental illness diagnosis through the face 


By Harald Wiesendanger 
TOBINGEN doctors have 
developed a device that mea- 
sures human facial gestures 
automatically. The device is 
designed to make possible an 
exact diagnosis of mental 01- 
ness. The patient is shown a 
succession of film scenes: 
Loriot, the comedian, with a 
piece of spaghetti on his face, 
clumsily telling the woman he 
adores in Odipussi that be 
loves her; the Love Story tale 
of true love and impending 
separation by cancer; Shirley 
MacLaine and Jack Nichol- 
son in a scene from Time for 
Tenderness. 

The patient is a young girl, 
the scene is the basement of 
TObingen University Hospit- 
al's psychiatric dime. Is she 
sad and happy as she might 
be expected to be? Is she 
uninterested or even bored ? 
An unskilled observer would 
not be much the wiser from 
following her facial gestures. 
But the new mimicry 
measurement system she is 
helping to test has no difficul- 
ty- 

Professor Hans He unarm, 
68, head of the dime, has 


long been fascinated by the 
idea of precise and indepen- 
dent measurement of facial 
gestures as a mirror image of 
the mind. Motor disturb- 
ances, especially of the facial 
muscles, have long been 
thought to be symptomatic of 
mental illness, but there has 
so far been a lack of techni- 
ques by which to measure 
them exactly and indepen- 
dently. Under Professor 
Heimann's aegis a computer- 
aided device has been de- 
signed and built in TGbingen. 
It has taken four years to 
develop and successfully test. 

It was invented by biologist 
Waldemar Hhner, 45, and 
combines an optical system 
that reflects infra-red light 
and a scanner with a special 
control device. The girl sits 
opposite this device as she 
watches the film scenes on 
the screen. Small white dots 
of reflecting foil 2.5mm in 
diameter have been arranged 
evenly and symmetrically all 
over her face. She wears a 
metal band on her forehead 
to which more white dots 
have been fixed. These refer- 
ence points are used to check 


effects triggered by 
movements of her head and 
body.- 

A special camera scans her 
face at a speed of 10 frames 
per second and transfers it 
substantially enlarged to a 
video tape. The screen re- 
solution is 2,048 by 1,024 dots 
per inch. The slightest move- 
ment of every dot in her face 
is automatically recorded, 
and registered independently 
of subjective impressions that 
might be gained by a human 
observer. 

The device passed its initial 
tests at the Tubingen clinic 
with flying colours. Professor 
Heimann’s assistant. Dr. 
Frank Schneider, 33, used it 
to compare the mimicry of 20 
schizophrenic, 20 depressive 
and 20 healthy patients. He 
glued four reference points in 
. the faces of each patient or 
volunteer, two each at the 
comers of their mouths and 
at the inner ends of the ir 
eyebrows. 

He showed them an amus- 
ing and a depressing film and 
then talked with them about 
how they bad felt as they 
watched them. Dr. Schneider 


found that the facial move- 
ments of all three groups 
were the same in number. 
But the facial expression of 
depressives and healthy peo- 
ple is more “ unmoved ” when 
they are subjected to nega- 
tive impressions, whereas he 
mimicry of schizophrenics 
tends to be stereotyped. 

Emotionally positive or 
negative conditions rflede ho 
difference. In both groups of 
patients the upper half of the 
face was found to be miindeal- 
ly more immobile. The tech- 
nique can be used to findopl 

how psycbopharmaca^and 
other drugs affect aafrifry* 
thereby , objectively jegj^r- 
ing side-effects on them&& f 
system. Dr. Schneid£fri& 
hopes to arrive at new mottos 
of assessing compcting-jp?’ 
ducts. - 7;-: 


The Tubingen work group 
is now testing 160 patients t 
see what changes the mhnery 
of schizophrenics undergoes 
as they are treated. The b& 
technique may reveal, ® 
their facial gestures, gradual 

improvements that used to te 
bard to quantify objectively' 

■ — Frankfurter Neue press®* 
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ecfoSu ‘^' (Oof^aiied from page 4) 

festji interview' given to 

-Xhh ^ 2 Mop|Mrt Arop by the SPLA 
r/d r’ £ "’’fewer* 'W» Garaag. Shortly af- 
5 ‘ ia the Jane 1989 coup, the first 

iV-part itie interview, by now 
f L -tranSbitad into Arabic, wasrepro- 


r Al -.Sudan At Hadith 

1 Cu.5 -.newsMocr. 


*%;?, XFaWttBtkm of the second part 
? pJ?F jot this interview was stopped. 
, 0 * ; JVrop Madut Arop’s arrest is 
^ ^ thought to have been related to 
"the g ov er nm ent's disapproval of 
-"’fee artide. 

. c Journalists in Turkey are fre- 
— ^ qnently targeted for abuse while 

' 5j»iisuiag their professional activi- 
ties. in September 1991 fee Tur- 
kish Press Council reported that 
during fee first eight months of 
the year 44 journalists had been 
' r>v c;- r physically assaulted, in most 

'tons ' ceases by-st a te employees, indud- 
i, mg police officers. AT has re- 
i, . -vcdved numerous reports of jour- 
. naDsts being tortured in police 
^ custody in Turkey. 

~ l *ff‘. In March 1991, eight joumal- 
■ 5 . ' ists working for tire weekly poh- 

* tkaO review, Yazull (Century), 
were arrested in Ankara and 
" c charged with membership of the 

* ? Kurdish Workers Party, an illegal 
organisation. While detained 
Vvf they were blindfolded and in- 
' teriogated about their sources for 
-t l '‘ articles they had written about 
peri: kr *he Kurdish conflict in fee south- 

" east of Turkey. Some were tor- 
tured: one said be was stripped 
tasked, suspended by the wrists, 
-- ' and given electric shocks. 

The main charges against fee 
eight were soon dropped but they 
continue to stand trial for alleged 
possession of firearms which they 
say they obtained for their per- 


sonal protection after receiving 
.anonymous death threats. 

Journalists and writers working 
in countries where governments 
face civil unrest have been parti- 
cularly targets for fee authorities. 
In China many writers who sup- 
ported fee 1989 pro-democracy 
movement have been impris- 
oned. 

Li Guiren, editor-in-chief of 
the Hua Yue Literature and Art 
Publishing House in Shaanxi Pro- 
vince, was sentenced to five 
yean’ imprisonment by a court in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, in 
March 1991 for activities relating 
to the' pro-democracy protests in 
June 1989. 

During 1989 Li Guiren had 
written and published a preface 
to a coUectioo of essays by the 
exiled Chinese dissident writer, 
Liu Binyan. When martial law 
was declared on May 20, 1989, Li 
Guiren sent a telegram to Zhao 
Ziyang, then general secretary of 
the Chinese Communist Party, 
urging feat the People’s Libera- 
tion Army not be used against 
demonstrators. He reportedly 
posted a copy of this telegram on 
a wall of the Hua Yue building 

Li Guiren was charged with 
‘’counter-revolutionary prop- 
aganda and incitement.” His trial 
began in March 1990 in fee Xi’an 
Intermediate People’s Court. The 
sentence was announced a year 
later. At his trial Li Guiren main- 
tained bis innocence of fee 
charges. He quoted from articles 
of the Constitution of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, which 
state that in C hina people enjoy 
freedom of speech, of fee press, 
of assembly, of association, of 
procession and of demonstration. 

In Kuwait, Osamah Suhail 
Hussain, a Palestinian, was sent- 


enced to death by fee Martial 
Law Court in mid-June 1991, 
after an unfair trial which did not 
conform to international stan- 
dards. Osamah Suhail Hussain 
and 23 others were accused of 
“collaboration wife fee Iraqi au- 
thorities” because they continued 
to work for the newspaper, A1 
Nida\ during the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. A Kuwaiti news- 
paper, Al Qabas, was taken over 
by fee Iraqi authorities and re- 
named Al Nida' shortly after the 
Iraqi invasion in August 1990. It 
was the only newspaper allowed 
to publish during the occupation. 

At the trial, fee identity of the 
chief prosecution witnesses was 
concealed and fee defence was 
not allowed to cross-examine 
them. Trial documents presented 
to fee court were not made avail-' 
able to the defendants or to their 
lawyers. 

Osamah Suhail Hussain was 
reportedly tortured with electric 
shocks, beatings and cigarette 
burns. On June 26, his sentence 
was committed to life imprison- 
ment. He is currently being held 
at Kuwait Central Prison 

Journalists and writers who 
persist in publishing information 
their governments would prefer 
to conceal risk detention, impris- 
onment, torture, and in some 
cases death. 

The struggle for human rights 
depends to a large extent on the 
free flow of information and 
often, therefore, on fee courage 
and commitment of journalists 
and writers. Those who become 
victims of human rights violations 
because of their efforts to expose 
violations by governments de- 
serve the full support of the inter- 
national human rights move- 
ments. — Amnesty International. 


The flowering of Europe 


By David Usborne 


Taba — a land in between 


By Jack Redden 

“* ' Reuter 

* --.TABA, EGYPT — The hotel has 
*, both Egyptian and Israeli phone 
. numbers, water and electricity 
flow from both rides. Umberllas 
'.on fee Egyptian beach caarry 
Hebrew 'writing and guests from 
both countries lie around fee 
■ pool. 

— ‘ Nearly three years after the few 

hundred metres of bitterly dis- 
puted sand and rode that is Taba 
were returned to Egypt by Israel; 
the tiny strip remains in a sort of 
no-man’s land not fully pan of 
either country. 

Egyptian forces man check- 
points on both rides of Taba, 
charging a tax for visitors who 
want to go further into the Sinai 
■ a . Peninsula than the 13-storey 
.’beach hotel — formerly the 
-.Israeli-owned Sonesta and now 
.the Taba Hilton controlled by the 
government in Cairo. 

“I see things from the Israeli 
‘'angle, the Egyptian angle, the 
hotel’s viewpoint,” said Neil 
- vMathiesan, fee English manager 
/. of the hotel that occupies most of 
."Taba. 

. / Outside his window the flags of 
/the two countries flapped over 
‘ fee border crossing and an Israeli 
' • ' ■ patrol boat from the nearby re- 
’’sort town of Eilat bobbed in the 
Red Sea waters at the spot where 
. Egyptian territory begins. 

’ The protracted battle over 
: '• Taba, which Isreal had refused to 

return after agreeing to leave 
*■ Sinai under the 1979 peace treaty 
with Egypt, contributed to what 
-Israelis complain is a “cold 
peace” wife its southern neigh- 
bour. 

Israel refused to recognise fee 
^ “ border that had existed before it 
caputred the Sinai in fee 1967 
U,: 4war, -even JmSdmg the hotel in 
-fee disputed area two years after 
fee peace treaty wife Egypt. 

The argument dragged on for 
/ . ..years, poisoning fee atmosphere 

- between fee countries, until it 
'■ ^ finally went to international 


arbitration at the end of 1986. 
The five judges found in Egypt's 
favour and a reluctant Israel 
finally withdrew on March IS, 
1989 — a decade after die treaty. 

The mutual suspicions remain. 

Israrelis, who initially dis- 
appeared from the hotel guest 
lists, are returning. But some stiD 
object to the return of Sinai and 
those arriving at the hotel for the 
first time under the new own- 
ership look about nervously, un- 
used to being in an Arab country. 

“On the Israeli side, we have 
-some who work well, cooperate 
said one hotel employee. “But we 
have a lot who have a problem 
with us.” 

Arabs and Israelis meeting in 
the hotel can remove some ten- 
sion, he said, but it can also 
backfire. Hard-pushing Israelis 
and easy-going Egyptians do not 
make a smooth cultural mix. 

An Egyptian doctor said be 
went to the hotel to see Israelis, 
whom be repeatedly described as 
"aggressive”, and to understand 
why they had fought so hard to 
keep fee barren plot of land. 

For the 344-room hotel, 
balancing the Israeli and Egyp- 
tian interests of Taba is a finan- 
cial necessity. Israelis have again 
become fee largest group of visi- 
tors, followed by Egyptians and 
Europeans. 

Inside fee hotel, fee old and 
new nationalities mix. Only the 
outline of the Mezuzas, Jewish 
religious symbols, remain on the 
door-frames to each room but the 
hotel wine list comes inside a 
cover printed in Hebrew and En- 
glish. 

The Italian restaurant displays 
a large "non-kosher" sign outride 
to warn off religious Jews but 
serves a wide selection of Israeli 
wines along wife fee shrimps ban- 
ned under Jewish dietary laws. 

At a lecture on a nearby area of 
spectacular rock erosion, which 
the hotel hopes will become a 
national park, a Swiss questioner 
is advised to find a map in Eilat 


— Israel mapped fee region dur- 
ing its occupation in fa r greater 
detail than impoverished Egypt 
has yet managed. 

While the dose links to Israel 
are vital — it is also the rite of the 
airport used by European sun- 
seekers — they do leave the hotel 
vulnerable to pressures not appa- 
rent elsewhere in Egypt. 

The continuing Arab-Israeli 
tension, in the spotlight again 
because of the snail’s pace of 
Middle East peace talks, is. 
blamed at least in. part for a 
decline in European jourism to 
Eilat. 

Unfortunately for th e-Egyptian 
hotel m Taba. it appears in prom- 
otional brochures alongside the 
Eilat hotels and not with other 
Egyptian hotels in Sinai feat are 
reporting a boom year. 

“Some Europeans would never 
come to Israel, those wanting to 
come to Egypt wouldn’t know of 
us,” said one employee, bemoan- 
ing the continuing ties to fee 
former occupier. “They would 
never find us." j 


TWO large advertising boardings 
cheer up the otherwise depressing 
departure ball at Brussels Air- 
port, One is for The Economist 
magazine and states amply, with- 
out illustration. “European 
spoken here.” The other is for a 
swanky-loolting Japanese sports 
car. Its message reads: "Cars for 
a country called Europe." 

Leaving Brussels this weekend 
after seven years covering the 
European Community — five as 
correspondent for The Indepen- 
dent — I glanced up at them for a 
last time and wondered. Are 
these the flippant imaginings of 
advertising copywriters, or does a 
recognisable European identity 
exist? 

Like many who have watched 
the community blossom over re- 
cent years, I would like to believe 
that it does. Though its rhetoric is 
sometimes foolish, the ideals 
espoused by the community — 
the spread of pease, democracy 
and prosperity within and beyond 
its borders — are surely un- 
answerable. 

Feeling such co mmi tment does 
not mean wanting also to build a 
United States of Europe, sub- 
merging all national identities. 
That is believed only by a handful 
of ardent European federalists 
and a few anti-European fanatics 
— mostly Tory politicians — in 
Britain. What we are looking for 
is a community where member 
countries can each retain a sense 
of being a nation, guarding all 
their traditions and responsible 
for government best done at the 
national level, while coalescing 
where it is most useful for them to 
do so, for instance in monetary 
policy. This was fee inspiration of 
the 1957 Treaty of Rome and it 
was reinforced again at fee Maas- 
tricht summi t 

Just a few times during my stay 
in Brussels I have sensed, with a 
surge of inner excitement, that 
the community is suddenly not far 
from coming of age. This has had 
nothing to do with break- 
throughs, saying in fixing new 
(nice levels for Highland sheep- 
meat or overcoming 12 years of 
deadlock in common standards 
for pressure boilers. Such events, 
the everyday life of Brussels, do 
not bring inspiration. It was 
rather those moments when the 
spirit of fee community, as a 
force in its own right suddenly 
became visible. I remember in 
mid- 1985 Lord Cockfield, then 
senior British EC commissioner, 
presenting his proposals to create 
the 1992 single market and it 
dawning on us, the journalists, 
that be meant business. Then in 
the summer of 1988 fee “twelve” 
took fee ' momentous step of 
lowering all barriers to fee free 
movement of capital and a month 
later, at the Madrid summit, the 
heads of government agreed to 
negotiate a treaty for a single 
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currency. And there was the 
speech by James Baker, the U.S. 
Secretary of State in Berlin in 
December 1989, giving an Amer- 
ican stamp of approval for politic- 
al integration in Europe. Finally, 
this Bummer, it seemed a big step 
forward when fee community 
sent ceasefire monitors to Yugos- 
lavia and proposals for an EC 
peacekeeping force were being 
mooted — although since then, 
the community’s intervention has 
not always seemed productive. 

The recent story of the com- 
munity has been of transforma- 
tion from an organisation of para- 
lysing self-doubt into one of con- 
fidence and boldness. The change 
can be traced to the appointment, 
in January 1985, of Jacques De- 
lors as EC commission president. 
Taking advantage particularly of 
improved economic times across 
Europe, Mr. Delors, aided not- 
ably by Francois Mitterrand and 
Helmut Kohl, has since propelled 
fee community forward. Wife 
Lord Cockfield, who remained 
Britain's senior Commissioner to 
1988, Mr. Delors launched the 
"1992” programme for a united 
single market. Industry ap- 
plauded; even Britain under Mar- 
garet Thatcher pledged its sup- 
port. The” market will be in place 
by 'January 1993 — 1992 was 
always a misnomer — though . 
political compromise has meant it 
will not be as complete as Lord 
Cockfield intended. 

In 1986, the “twelve" — Spain 
and Portugal had just joined — 
accelerated the pace of integra- 
tion by signing the Single Euro- 
pean Act, the prime purpose of 
which was to introduce majority 
voting for legislation relevant to 


fee 1992 drive. And more recent- 
ly of course, the "twelve” have 
pushed forward again, in spite of 
British reticence, to the signing in 
Maastricht of the Treaty for 
European Union.” 

All these changes have both 
been bom of, and reinforced, the 
community's new confidence. 
When the Maastricht summit 
reached agreement in fee early 
hours of Dec. 11, fee Atlanta- 
based CNN television network 
began its news bulletin in une- 
quivocal style. "Stand aside 
Japan and America, a new 
empire is bom. In the small 
Dutch town of Maastricht last 
night, European leaders 
agreed..." This was exaggerated, 
but the American network can be 
forgiven a little news-making li- 
cence. The United States and 
much of fee rest of the world 
have, for a while now, been 
sitting up and taking noticing of 

fee co mmuni ty. 

This is especially true of east- 
ern Europe. If fee community 
still does not inspire affection in 
London or Manchester, it 
apparently does in Prague and 
Warsaw. It cannot be a bad re- 
flection on the co mm unity feat so 
many of its neighbours — both 
the newly liberated states of cen- 
tral Europe and more prosperous 
countries such as Sweden and 
Austria — are so anxious to join 
it. I will long remember accom- 
panying Frans Andriessen, the 
EC Foreign. Affairs commission- 
er, to Budapest last year to open 
an office of fee European Com- 
mission. It was as if Hungary bad 
already been asked to take full 
membership. A reception for 600 


was held in the city's Ethnog- 
raphic Museum, with candelabras 
and a string orchestra. Jozsef 
Antali, fee Hungarian prime 
minister, gave a lengthy address, 
a huge EC flag hanging grandly 
behind him. 

So what of symbols? That flag. 
12 gold stars against a blue back- 
ground, was launched by Mr. 
Delors to a hoard of bussed-in 
schoolchildren outside fee com- 
mission headquarters one blus- 
tery spring day in 1987. Mr. 
Delors believed that if commun- 
ity was to have a personality, it 
must have some of fee parapher- 
nalia of a nation state. The flag 
now flutters all over the commun- 
ity, with only fee British being 
slow to espouse it. 

Some of fee symbols are still 
missing, however, Mr. Delors has 
no Downing Street or White 
House as an official residence, 
but lives in an apartment on fee 
outskirts of Brussels. Nor does he 
have any EC aircraft at his dis- 
posal for his many journeys. He 
must travel on scheduled flights 
or hire an air taxi. 

These are trifling shortcom- 
ings, though,, for there are. many 
much more fundamental chal- 
lenges facing fee community. 
One relates to that appetite of its 
neighbours to take full mem- 
bership. In her Bruges speech of 
September 1988, Mbs. Thatcher 
accused Brussels of many things. 
One of her charges was right on 
target and hurt. Europe, she 
pointed out, was not fee preserve 
of fee community. It was the 
whole of fee land mass, and 
Brussels should not be allowed to 


forget it. Three years later, no-' 
body in the community believes 
enlargement is not imminent. Mr. 
Delors has predicted a mem- 
bership of 20 to 25. 

It is not dear how fee present 
momentum of integration could 
be maintained with up to 13 new 
member states, all bringing a still 
wider variety of cultures and eco- 
nomic difficulties. An immediate 
answer would be a still greater 
centralisation of power in those 
policy areas where action would 
be taken together, particularly 
through ever more majority vot- 
ing. Would this be acceptable, for 
instance, to London? Another 
possible solution is a community 
of so-called "variable geomet- 
ry,” with member states parti- 
cipating in some policy areas and 
not others. A precedent may 
have been set here at Maastricht, 
where 11 members were driven to 
pursuing further harmonisation 
of social legislation without Bri- 
tain. But this would be a multi- 
speed community that could nev- 
er be truly whole. 

Even before enlargement, 
however, fee performance of the 
“twelve” gives cause for concern, 
especially in foreign policy. In 
this respect, the community has 
been at its most impressive in its 
response to the Yugoslav war. No 
one else, least of all the Amer- 
icans, has been willing to tackle 
fee crisis head-on, and at times 
fee dogged efforts of the com- 
munity at least to keep the lid on 
the violence has been noble. 

Bat fee saga has also provided 
evidence of the limits of commun- 
ity solidarity. It was dispiriting to 
see Germany foisting its own 
desire to recognise the breakaway 
Yugoslav republics on to its reluc- 
tant community partners. 

The next few years will be 
critical. The Maastricht treaty 
offers fee community the change 
to develop its integrationist ambi- 
tions. There is a danger, howev- 
er, that the momentum could be 
slowed or even reversed. Under 
the treaty, member states have 
opted to pursue foreign and also 
home affairs policy on a largely 
inter-governmental basis, outside 
the normal decision-making proc- 
edures. If new pressures, particu- 
larly fee imperative of taking in 
10 or more new members, be- 
come too great, that trend away 
from fee model provided by the 
treaty of Rome could dominate. 

Meanwhile, the leaden who 
have fought for the European 
deal — Mr. Kohl and Mr. Mitter- 
rand especially — will no longer 
be around. Mr. Delors, who has 
ambitions for the French pres- 
idency, cannot remain in Brussels 
for ever. 

What will fee ads at Brussels 
airport say m a few years' time? 
Will Europe have become a sell- 
ing point even in Britain by then? 
Or will the hoarding be for a car 
“made for a country called Bel- 
gium’’? — The Independent. 
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f 4 Rent & Sale 

' Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
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For further details, please 
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Magic, Maradona overshadow all else 


By Brian Trnsdefl 

The Associated Press 


PERSONAL tragedy oversha- 
dowed individual excellence or 
team triumph in 1991 with two of 
.the world’s true mega stars 
brought down by disease and 
drugs. 

Long standing barriers fell — 
from Bob Beamon's seemingly 
1 invincible long-jump record to 
South Africa's banishment from 
international sports. 'But Diego 
Maradona’s fall from grace after 
_ his suspension from soccer and 
“' ■arrest for cocaine, and Magic 
Jobnsona’s stunning announce- 
— ..ment that he had the AIDS virus 
appeared to garner the most 
.' attention. 

Former heavyweight boxing 
champion Mike Tyson’s indict- 
ment on a charge of raping a Miss 
Black America beauty pageant 
contestant in Indianapolis and 
America's all-time winningest 
jockey Bill Shoemaker's paralysis 
from a car accident also tainted 
the year in sports. 

The year started with Marado- 
na's problems. The Argentine of 
'Italian first-division dub Napoli 
bad a season of tangles with his 
team and fans that started as far 
back as the 1990 World Cup. 

Napoli was slipping in the Ita- 
lian League; it was eliminated 
from the European Champions 
Cup and more pressure and 
attention was added when gov- 


ernment prosecutors linked him 
in- February with a drug and 
prostitution ring in the Naples 
area. 

But that was a mere annoyance 
compared to April 6, when Mara- 
dona was suspended by the Ita- 
lian League for 15 months for 
testing positive for cocaine fol- 
lowing a March 17 game against 
Bari, a ban in force world wide. 

He returned to Argentina, but 
on April 26 he was arrested in a 
Buenos Aires apartment for 
cocaine possession. He was con- 
victed in absentia in the Italian 
case but given a suspended sent- 
ence. The Argentina charges are 
still pending. 

Tyson’s biggest problem lies 
ahead — a Jan. 27 trial and a 
possible 63 years in prison. The 
rape charge eventually cancelled 
his long-awaited bid to regain the 
heavyweight title. He was to have 
fought Evander Holyfield for the 
belt on Nov. 8, but a rib injury 
forced a delay. Because a suitable 
replacement date couldn't be 
found between Tyson's recovery 
and the start of his trial, the bout 
was called off. 

But the biggest shocker was 
Johnson's. Unlike the often- 
moody Maradona, Johnson was. 
the smiling world ambassador of 
professional basketball. When 
the three-time NBA NVP (most 
valuable player) announced on 
Nov. 7 that he was retiring be- 
cause he had the AIDS virus, the 
world took notice. 


It put AIDS back on the front 
pages and stories appeared about 
the temptations offered athletes 
at every turn. 

He said he would become a 
spokesman for AIDS education 
and will be in Barcelona, Spain 
next summer to lead the first 
NBA All-Star squad . into the 
Olympics. 

In Barcelona, Johnson will 
have to share headlines with 
South Africa, expected to return 
to the Olympic community after 
32 years. 

With all major apartheid laws 
removed and South Africa Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk’s vow to 
share power with the country’s 
black majority, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), read- 
mitted the country on July 9, 
ending its official ban from the 
IOC after 21 years. 

South Africa already has 
broken the sports boycott, start- 
ing with a fall cricket tour of India 
approved by the Internationa] 
Cricket Council and the ATP 
tour’s rescheduling of its season- 
ending doubles championships to 
Johannesburg. 

In December, the United Na- 
tions ended its formal sports 
boycott. 

On the field, the third IAAF 
world championships for athletics 
in Tokyo produced more big stor- 
ies than any other event. Mike 
Powell broke the sport's longest- 
standing record — Beamon's 
8.90-metre (29 feet) long jnmp 
from the 1968 Olympics. 


In a duel with fellow American 
Carl Lewis, who had the greatest 
series of jumps, Powell had one 
spectacular lead — 8.95 (29.1 
feet). 

And while Lewis lost the event, 
his effort was part of a legendary 
performance at the world cham- 
pionships. 

Lewis bad three jumps over 29 * 
feet,., anchored the 400-metre 
U.S. relay team to a world record 
time of 37.50 and earned the title 
of the world’s fastest human with 
a world record 9.86-second run in 
the 100 metres. 

Also at the world cham- 
pionships, Katrin Krabbe was the 
only individual double gold 
medallist, winning both the 100 
and 200 metres, but did not lead 
an expected windfall of medals 
for the newly united German 
team. 

Sergei Bubka's performance at 
the world championships was 
anriclimactic. He already had 
raised the pole vault record eight 
times in 1991 — four indoor and 
four outdoor — becoming the 
first man to go over 20 feet. He 
won the world championship gold 
with a vault of 19 feet, but was 
one jump short of finishing sixth. 

Soccer officials continued to try 
to increase scoring — without 
much success. The professional 
foul rule, ejecting players who 
foul opponents in clear goal-scor- 
ing opportunities, only resulted in 
ejections, not goals, and in anger- 
ing coaches and players. 

The efforts got a boost when 


Red Star Belgrade won the Euro- 
pean Champions Cup over Olym- 
pique Marseille on penalty kicks 
and then admitted it played de- 
fensively to force the tiebreaker. 

Fan deaths continued to mar. 
the sport. Forty-two people died 
after being crushed in Orkney, 
South Africa following a goal in a 
game between the Kaizer Chiefs 
and Orlando Pirates. In South 
America, 10 peoples were killed 
and 128 injured in Santiago 
celebrations after Colo Colo be- 
came the first Chilean team to 
win the Libertadores Cup. 

This occurred the same year 
Manchester United won the 
European Cup Winners Cup to 
cap England's first season back 
into Europe after a six-year ban. 
It also was the year that Liver- 
pool, the team whose fans caused 
the ban, returned to the conti- 
nent. 

Argentina won its first Copa 
America since 1958 with Gabriel 
Batistuta replacing Maradona, 
and the United States made its* 
first dent in international play as 
Bora Mulutinovic coached it to a 
Concacaf gold cup title. Michelle 
Akers-Stahl led the Americans to 
the first women's world cup tide. 

In tennis, Monica Seles won 
her a version of the Grand Slam 
that didn't include Wimbledon. 
After winning the Australian and 
French Opens, Seles pulled out of 
the grass-court event claiming in- 
jury m a minor, yet unspecified, 
incident. Rumours abounded, in- 
cluding one that she was pre- 


gnant. She later claimed shin 
splints and a stress fracture. 

She went on to win the U.S. 

Open and the Virginia Slims 
championships, but because of' 
her refusal to play in Federation 
Cup — another shin splints claim 
was rejected by the International 
Tennis Federation — she won't 
be playing at the Olympics. 

Joining Seles in the headlines 
was Jimmy Connors, who despite 
not winning a single tournament 
caused a sensation by reaching 
the third round at Roland Garros 
and the semifinals at Flushing 
Meadow at age 39. 

Meanwhile, Ayrton Senna won 
his third world driving title while 
Ferrari went without a Grand 
Prix victory for only the third 
time in the last 21 years. In the 
United States, Michael Andretti 
followed in his famous father's 
footsteps by winning the Indy-car 
title. 

Australia dethroned Pacific 
neighbour New Zealand as king 
of Rugby Union, beating the aU 
blacks in the semifinals of the 
world cup in Britain and then 
defeating five nations champ En- 
glish on their home ground of 
Twickenham. 

Marc Girardelli won a record- 
tying fourth overall world cup 
title but Alpine skiing lost two of 
its own in 1991. Austrian Gemot 
Reinstadlerwas killed in a Jan. 18 
qualifying run crash and former 
world cup champion Rudolph 
Nierlich, also of Austria, died in a 
May automobile accident. 


JORDAN BASKETBALL 
ROUNDUP 

By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Excitement, surprise and tight competition characte- 
rised tire first division basketball championship in the final week 
of 1991 as the event came closer to its end with only six matches 
-left. 

' On Monday A1 Hussein scored a most convincing victory over 
.■-Al Watani thus asserting themselves as leaders of the second 
group, as they held on to their fifth position in the overall 

■ standings losing only to the top four teams. 

. Al Hussein played with teamwork and determination unlike Al 

■ Watani winning the first half 37-24 and went on to win the match 
.70-45. 

With this loss, Al Watani finished sixth, barely ahead of the two 
relegated teams, Al Asbrafieh and Al Karak. 

Chi Sunday, Al Orthodoxi came a step closer to snatching the 
title away when they beat titlebolders Al Ahli in an interesting 
I and competitive match at the Sports Palace court in Amman. 

! Al Ahli, feeling the pressure of retaining the tide, led from tire 

I beginning ending the first half 36-31. 

! Al AM continued to lead 42-35 and 44-39 in the fifth minute of 
: tire second half and played a fast attacking game led by Yousef 
Zaghloul and Samir Murqus. 

Al Orthodoxi changed their defence tactics to a zone defence to 
secure their rebonnefing while tightening their defence to lessen 
Al Ahii’s scoring. This dramatically changed the game to Al 
Orthodoxi ’s advantage, winning 73-64. 

Commenting on the match in a statement to the Jordan Times, 

' . Al Orthodoxi's bead coach Mohammad Al Najjar said; “This 
match was totally different from the last one (when Al Orthodoxi 
beat Ai Ahli 74-60 two weeks ago)." 

“We led from the beginning of that match and Al Ahli felt they 
bad to win (being title holders) even without Naser Bushnaq. We 
on the other band felt less pressure and were ready to face the 
challenge since we've been preparing for it. We won with a 14 
. point difference. 

“Al Ahli played this match at their own pace and had dearly 
1 benefited from their matches in Beirut/' Najjar said. 

“Our change of defence tactics to a 1-2-2 zone defence 
effectively stopped their fast play as our defence became more 
difficult to penetrate, and we secured our defensive rebounding 
. while Al Ahli were not successful in scoring, as we gained the 
lead. 

. “I had no doubt whatsoever that we would win the match. We 
were prepared for any situation,” Najjar added. 

On the next Ahli-Orthodoxi match set for Jan. 23, he said; “We 
..will be ready. But we should not underestimate Al Ahli. Our 
' playmaker (Jihad Saliba) who missed tins last game because of 
injury will hopefully play. 

' ^ “I expect the next match to be much more exiting.” 

' In the other Sunday match, Al Jazireb failed to keep tbeir 46-45 
first half lead over Al Jalil in the clash which decided third and 
fourth places. 

Although Al Jazireh had a 69-66 lead, Al Jalil caught-up and 
.won 82-76. 

. ’ Al Karak meanwhile scored their first and only victory when 
' they beat Al Ashrafieh 57-56. 

- , Had Al Ashrafieh won the match they would have had to play a 
match against Al Watani to decide which team would be relegated 
until Al Karak. But Al Ashrafieh failed to score the vital win. 

In the upcoming matches A 1 Jazireh will play Al Orthodoxi 
Thursday at the Sports Palace court while Al Jalil will play Al 
Ahli at Ai Hassan Sports Gty in Irbid. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


. WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
01991 twhiw M»da Samjn tnc 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
th, vulnerable, you 

OQJ 10643 +J53 
ad opponent opens 
th one heart- What 
take? 

th, vulnerable, you 

0QJ10643 4J53 
as proceeded: 
i West North 
Pass 3 * 

o you take? 

ulnerable, as South 

& '"’Void 4AJ7543 
as proceeded: 

North East 

1 V 


ran take? 

Jnerable. as South 


you hold: 

4AJ4 TKJ 0AQ98762 410 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
Pass Pass 10 2 9* 

2 4 Pass ? 

* — Weak 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*7 9AXQJ83 084 4A873 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
4 4 Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, aa South 
you bold: 

4AK742 9A105 C-A76 *K5 
The bidding haa proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 2 4 Pasa 
7 

What do you bid now? 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 3, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
new appraisal of all ihe work activ- 
ity you are handling at the present 
time, can be very good for you and 
bring increased success. At the 
same time you may want to consid- 
er your health and a tain a greated 
degree of well being. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Today is fine for action in whatever 
realm of your existence brings you ' 
both happiness and the feeling that 
you are really accomplishing some- 
thing. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can get your family to do 
almost anything that you wish with 
a smile and an intelligent argument 
so get in right with them in such 
fashion. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
now have some interesting means 
by which to gain the good will of 
those with whom you have any 
alliance of a routine or daily nature. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now find you have the 
right means by which to gain the 
good will of some financially se- 
cure person who feds well dis- 
posed towards you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
tire time for you to do most any- 
thing you wish and especially those 
(dans of a well rounded nature that 
are highly personal in design. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you are able to quietly 
organise your efforts towards a big 


breakthrough in gaining your inti- 
mate desires and showing devotion 
to attachment 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A interesting and generous 
friend who is sure if himself will 
give you some excellent pointers 
now bow to gain your hopes and 
wishes easier. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Its up to you now to go 
directly, to that official or executive 
who has any control whatever over 
the things you seek so state what 
you want 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have a brilliant 
idea, how you can deepen your 
knowledge, add to your character, 
gain new friends of fascinating 
persons and yon make your mark. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now are able to 
see pretty dearly what is best for 
you in attending to those promises 
you have made in a very meticu- 
lous fashion. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is your day to get 
together with any and all available 
associates to discuss and thresh out 
with them where you are headed in 
the future. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you can certainly get at 
that working facing you and do it in 
a most interesting manner and can 
get fellow workers to go along with 
your ideas. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY 2, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Use 
the afternoon and evening to re- 
view and reconsider previous view- 
points but don't let anyone put you 
in to a situation where issues are 
forced or where you mist make an 
immediate decision. Be gentle but 
firm. " 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have all kinds of opportunities 
to have a pleasant time or to make 
some arrangements of a re- 
creational nature today but tonight 
avoid any harsh conditions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your time to make sure that 
you do please those who also dwell 
beneath the same roof as you, then 
tonight avoid any argument what- 
ever with family. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your time to do what pleases 
those with whom you have usual 
contact and who such as you in 
building up happiness, then tonight 
avoid contentions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your time to show 
you are the one who is financially 
able and wise to you can have more 
money but tonight requires eco- 
nomy on your part. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have a highly interesting means by 
which to gain the good will or 
personal contacts and especially if 
you entertain and are at parties 
with them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) If you want to please your 


fellow man you would be wise to 
do so quietly and without a lot of 
ado. praise and tonight you can rid 
younelf of problems. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Friends can be very helpful to 
you today but tonight you pay the 
piper if you in anyway take chances 
or do what takes from your finan- 
cial security. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is the moment when 
you find that most everyone is 
thinking in terms of how they can 
get ahead in the world of action but 
you can make the most pro g ress. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you 
would like to do that necessitates 
some new and fresh appcoadTat ~ 
gaining the goodwill of wise, in- 
telligent persons in fine. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Stick to working, 
out (fuse obligations that have you 
behind the eight ball and then 
tonight do nothing to which your 
attachment can resent. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can reach that desir- 
able accord with a brilliant partner 
that has been missing for awhile 
but tonight that can make a con- 
flict. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is that moment when you 
have it in your power to have some 
very happy moments and to put 
your finest ideas across but tonight 
avoid risky ventures. 



Andy Capp 



TCHTCH, HE 
CAN'T KEEP HIS 
HANDS OFF HER 
NOW HE'S 
RUNNING HE 
FINGERS 
THFKJUGH 
HER HAIR- 



JUST LIKE ME WHEN 
WF WERE COURTING ; 
- 1 AUftlAS WAS i-- 1 

ABrrRowwnc 




Mutt'n’Jeff 


WHY?J W^LjIUlRSDAys 
I CAN TELL 
I MVS ELF THE 

Iday after 
tomorrow 
IS SATURDAY? 



AND SATURDAY] 
I GET paid; 



Going 

down 

-the 

STREET! 


=3 _ 

° MB1 POME %. DC BEAUMONT 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JANUARY J, W9J ’ ; 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Asiroioger. Camxt Rig&fir Founders 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Make headway and rapid progress 
by sticking to the conventional and 
the conservative paths that have 
worked well for you in the past. 


come into jtbi coti aaB a am to- 
day that cats aid ywstofoe a 
happier and more enjoyable fcfcai 
the da vs ahead 


Resolve to avoid confusing situa- 
tion that could robe you of de- 
served benefits. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19; 
Although a holiday, try to see and 
be with whatever financial minded 
persons who are about you and get 
thdur suggestions for your future 
success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You see dearly now what you can 
do to make yourself more attractive 
and to have more of the good 
things of life that appeal to your 
tastes. 

GEMINI: (May 21 ro June 21) A 
good day to make the private and 
the behind scenes preparation for 
advancing your confidential in- 
terests and desires in the days 
oncoming. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day lo get in touch with 
and let as many friends and ac- 
quaintances as possible know your 
desire to be with those often in the 
days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider well just what your credit and 
career interests are and then you 
will be able to go to those who can 
aid your progress and get their 
support. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Many new and inspired ideas 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Hunk- over how you can best 
handle your various eb%arjcm 
this year and make aiJafotite «tan 
of action for putting such ananre. 
meets into efled. ■ 

SCORPIO: iO=i£^’23 to Novem- 
ber 21; This is th« moreen* out 
where you stand with a detentuned 
associate and to uncover the beat 
methods by which to gel along to 
the future. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Dcsptfe the fact fhsi 
today b New Yean Day it is a 
particularly good time for yen to 
gel into whatever tasks that face 
you and get them behind you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 7Z to 
January 20) Your day con well be 
spent in the pleasures and recrea- 
tions that appeal to aid attract you 
the most and in conjunction with. 
f fl ng fiiwi comrades. . - . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A very good day lo be at 
home and ro do those things which 
you know will please those who 
dwell beneath the same roof as 
yourself. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you have’ a good time to 
go dashing about, seeing everyone 
possible and generally enjoying the 
outlets that most appeal to your 
nature. 



“It’s normal to hear the 
refrigerator hum at night...but 
the theme to ‘L.A. Law*?” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
on* latter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary worts. 


DISAT 



nr 




- 

□ 

IABON 



□ 


J 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIWt 
I $ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 








GUTONE 


~TXX1 

_ 

□ 


INTOUG 

r 

□ 
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THAT SAMBLEf? NEVER 
KNOWS WHERE HlS 
NEXT POLLAFf IS 
GOMINS FROM, BUT AL- 
WAYS KNOWS WHERE— 

l ^ 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: ITS 


tixxn m 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LUSTY TROTH HELIUM WAITER 
Answer How the former football player now does most 
of his kicking — WITH HIS MOUTH 


THE Daily Crossword by WRson McBeath 


ACROSS 
1 Compress 
5 Moffo of opera 
9 Purvey 

14 Kind of bean 

15 Cutaway 

16 Poplar 

17 Sacred picture 

18 Suffragette 
Came 

19 Took into 
custody 

20 Steak choice 

23 Speck 

24 SIS. 

25 Dogmas 
27 Backslid 

30 Horse hoe throw 

32 Hockey great 

33 Hindu tote 
35 Seasons 
38 Particle 
40 Rotterdam 

export Item - 

42 Disdainful sound 

43 Rat-topped hills 
45 Something to 

bring home 

47 Wrath 

48 TWn pancakes 
50 Spanked 

52 Certain 
bandages 

54 Oratorio 
highlight 

55 Chit 

56 Node meat 

choice? 

62 Certain tax 
64 Seaweed 
66 Bismarck or 
Graham 

66 Loosen 

67 Blanc and 
Gibson 

68 Pro— 

69 Visits 

70 Versifier 

71 Hit hard 

DOWN 

1 Football 
In traction 

2 Puerto — 
3CupkJ 
4 Horse 

blankets 



t'WI TriBuot UMb Sonncas me 
Al Aam»R«*er»0 


5 Certify as a 
school 
B Beery and 
Webster 

7 Treaty acronym 

8 Northern island 

9 Lists 

10 Arabian garment 

11 Meet choice 
.12PartofTSE 
13 Signs a lease 

21 Holiday times 

22 Depot: abbr. 

26 Kind of tide 

27 Kind of soil 
26 A Johnson 

29 it, meat choice 

30 Retrain syllables 

31 — the Red 
34 TV set 

36 Raced 

37 Mott 


Yesterday's Puafe Solved: 


0C1QH E5HD1 
gpngn ncinn noni 
pnREBgnnnn ocjri 
gno 000m rarannni 

Hononara orainnn 

rani 

HSHS nniBi 

ranrara-nnGn -nunsi 
rarara ggon nnn 

rcrarao^n nnran r,n\ 
Boan uoanwacjnnn 
raraan iieihh nnarai 
rarana eann nnnrei 


41 Meat choice 
44 US Navy men 

46 Ingenuous: var. 

49 Legume 


51 "Gemer Pyle- 

52 Position 

53 Sharp end 

54 Obtuse or acute 
57 interstate exit 


56 Ersaar butter 

59 Ustab&r. 

60 Sewer James 

61 Suds . 

63 Cognuant 
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Egypt to press ahead 
with economic reforms 


CASIO (R) — Egyptian Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki pledged 
Monday to press on with econo- 
mic reforms to cut the govern- 
ment's budget deficit and foreign 
debts, and reassured the public 
that prices , would stabilise. 

In a televised two-hour policy 
speeeh, Mr. Sedki stressed the 
government’s approach to econo- 
mic reform would continue to be 
gradual. Subsidies on most basic 
foodstufe and services for low 
income citizens would not be 
scrapped. 

The government is sensitive to 
overnight economic reforms alter 
bloody street riots erupted in 
January 1977 when it suddenly 
increased the price of bread. The 
late president Anwar Sadat had 
to scrap the increases. . 

“I would like to reassure you 
that most of the causes related to 
this problem (price increases) are 
linked to a transitional period 
when economic reform measures 
are being implemented,” Mr. 
Sedki told parliament members. 

“The government hopes that 
prices will befcome stable at the 


end of that stage,” he added, 
without specifying bow long the 
reform programme would con- 
tinue. 

He said inflation was running 
at between 17 and 18 per cent, 
compared to 25 per cent in the 
1990/91 financial year which en- 
ded on June 30. He said he 
expected it to foil to 15 per cent 
by the end of the 1991/92 finan- 
cial year and to seven per cent in 
1992/93. 

The government has gradually 
raised the prices of basic com- 
modities like flour, rice, cooking 
oil, bottled butane gas, petrol and 
increased prices of bus and train 
transportation since early in 1990. 

The reform programme, which 
has been worked out with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank, will 
win Egypt the cancellation of 
about $10 billion of its foreign 
debt and the rescheduling of $10 
billion more. 

, In May last year, the govern- 
ment slapped a 10 per cent sales 
tax cm most goods and services, 
raised customs duties 30 per cent 


and freed interest rates which 
rose sharply. 

Mr. Sedki said economic re- 
forms over the past year had 
brought good results and there 
would be more of the same. 

He added that subsidies for 
foodstuffs and services for low 
income citizens would amount to 
13.S billion pounds ($4 billion) in 
1991/92. 

The sales tax, public taxes and 
customs duties brought the gov- 
ernment 14.3 billion pounds (54.3 
billion) in 1990/91, three billion 
pounds ($900 million) more than 
the previous year. 

The government, trying to res- 
trict its expenditure, would not 
borrow except in crucial situa- 
tions and to finance projects 
which would be able to pay back 
the loans. 

Mr. Sedki said 1,673 projects 
once owned by local govemorates 
had been sold to the private 
sector and another 192 were 
being considered for sale or lease. 

There would be fundamental 
changes in the management of 
the public sector, cutting red tape 



Atef Sedki 


and monitoring the efficiency of 
company board members. 

Mr. Sedki said reactivating 
Egypt’s Stock exchange “was not 
an issue which could be put off* . 
in the light of economic develop- 
ment and added the government 
was setting up a programme to 
reorganise it. 

The government was also 
working on reducing bureaucracy 
to attract foreign ami Arab inves- 
tors and was encouraging young 
people to start small industrial 
and productive projects by provid- 
ing them with loan facilities. 


Lamont says British government 
will not panic on economy, sterling 



Norman Tawnnnt 


LONDON (R) — British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer Norman 
Lamont refused Tuesday to be 
stampeded into panic measures 
by gfoom over 'the nation's races-’ 
sion-hit economy. - * . 

Mr. Lamont said in a keynote 
Financial Times interview that 
devaluing the pound sterling 
would be "fool’s gold." 


- He was reacting to mounting 
criticism of the economic strategy 
of the Conservative government 
of Prime Minister John Major, 
who faces a test of bis political 
mettle at the start of the 1992 
general election year. 

Mr. Major’s problem is that a 
rebound from a recession has 
taken longer to arrive titan pre- 
dicted. He must hold the election 
July yet unemployment is 
above 25 million and still rising. 

A weekend opinion poll put 
the opposition Labour Party six 
points ahead — threatening a 
new speculative attack on the 
pound in foreign exchange mar- 
kets on fears that a Labour gov- 
ernment would be bod for busi- 
ness. 

.Arise in .German i n t e rest rates 
had already lured hot money out 
- .of sterling. Bot.togjcft up British 
rase interest rates, now 105 pier, 
cent, to de fe n d tb e"pomtd’s ritte 
in the European Community cur- 
rency grid would crimp the eco- 
nomy further. 

While the Labour Party said 


events had tamed Mr. Major and 
Mr. Lamont “into liars” about 
the economy, the government re- 
turned from the Christmas break 
to reorganise its defences. 

In television interviews 
throughout Monday, Treasury 
Economic Secretary John Maples 
spelt out a new political message, 
conceding that economic recov- 
ery was overdue but saying that 
Labour policies would only make 
things worse. 

Mr. Lamont followed up with 
his newspaper interview ruling 
out the line of escape favoured by 
some Conservative legislators 
who fear losing their parliamen- 
tary seats in the election — 
realigning the EC exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM) so as to de- 
value the pound and open the 
way for new British interest rate 
f?ItS. , - - 

“That is fool's gold,” he-said. 

The em battled" - Conservatives 
now have to dig in and see 
whether speculators do attack the 
pound. In early currency trading 
Tuesday it actually edged higher 


in value against the German 
mark. 

Central bank intervention to 
bny the pound and support its 
value would be a first defence 
before Mr. Major considered the 
traumatic alternative of higher 
interest rates. 

Political sources said Mr. Ma- 
jor planned a defiant new year 
message defending his inflation- 
busting economic policy and 
saying that 1992 wonld see “quite 
substantial” economic expan- 
sion. 

Mr. Lamont said there would 
be no fiscal action to stimulate 
the economy before the annual 
budget in March. Tax measures 
. “if there are any” wonld be taken 
then. 

Some commentators, including 
the Independent newspaper, 
have suggested thate a budget 
income tax cut could win . Mr. 
Major votes. ■ • 

Labour, which has pledged to 
raise welfare spending, has said 
that it would rescind any such 
“daft and desperate” cut. 
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Miyazawa indicates Japan 
should change rice policy 


Owners inject funds 
into France’s Chaumet 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa told a new 
year’s news conference the Uru- 
guay Round of multilateral trade 
talks must not foil, indicating 
Japan should eventually change 
its long-time policy of banning 
rice imports. 

At the same time, Mr. Miyaza- 
wa said it was impossible to lift 
the ban immediately because of 
domestic political pressures. 

“We most scrutinise everything 
to the limit so that the Uruguay 
Round will not fail,” the 72-year- 
old premier told foe news confer- 
ence. 

"I believe the (Japanese) peo- 
ple have gradually come to realise 
that we wonld be to blame if we 
do nothing on this,” be pointed 
out. . 

Mr. Miyazawa said the latest 
proposal for the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) calling for all non-tariff 
farm import barriers to be con- 
verted into tariffs was “a rational 
idea." 

.. The proposal came in a final 
draft proposal by GATT Direc- 
tor-General Arthur Dunkei to 
end the five-year-old Uruguay 


Round of talks. 

At the moment it is politically 
impossible to revise the food con- 
trol law, which bans rice imports, 
because the major opposition 
Socialist Democratic Party 
opposed opening the rice market, 
Mr. Miyazawa said. 

“We must not make an empty 
promise,” Mr. Miyazawa said. 

Last week, members of Mr. 
Miyazaw&'s cabinet also said 
Japan had no plans to open up its 
rice market and said they would 
'postpone a decision on foe final 
GATT proposal until after foe 
Jan. 13 deadline. 

On a forthcoming visit by U.S. 
President George Bush, Mr. 
Miyazawa said be boped to issue 
a ‘Tokyo declaration” which 
would outline the political part- 
nership between Japan and foe 
United States to help democracy, 
freedom and prosperity in the 
rest of the world. 

Mr. Miyazawa said he was 
seeking cooperation from 
Japanese car and carparts makers 
to help expand sales of U.S.- 
made vehicles in Japan and joint- 
ly develop carparts with U.S. 
components makers. 


PARIS (R) — French jeweller 
Chaumet, whose patrons have 
included Napoleon and Elizabeth 
Taylor, has received a cash injec- 
tion from its owners to finance a 
major expansion in 1992, 
Chaumet has said. 

Chaumet Chairman Charles 
Lefevre said Arabian Investment 
Banking Corporation (Invest- 
corp), the holding company 
wttidi owns Chaumet. provided 
205 million francs ($39.4 million) 
in new capital for the bigb-sodety 
jeweller last week. 

’Tuvestcorp' has increased our 
capital to 291 million francs ($56 
million) so that we can launch 
new collections and products,” 
Mr. Lefevre said. 

Chaumet, located cm Paris's 
elegant place Vendome near the 
Ritz Hotel, has served royalty 
and aristocrats since the early 
18th century. 

Investoorp,. a consortium of 
British, Ainerican and Gulf state 
investors, bought the firm from 
foe Chaumet blotters in 1987' 
after the brothers filed for bank- 
ruptcy. The then family-run busi- 
ness was found to owe $350 mil- 
lion. 


Jacques and Pierre Chaumet 
were sentenced to jail last month 
for fraud, illegal banking prac- 
tices and abuse of confidence in 
one of France’s most colourful 
fin ancia l scandals. 

A Paris court ruled they had 
illegally obtained collateral for 
jewels stored infoeir vaults and 
sold clients’ jewellery for their 
own profit. 

Morocco's King Hassan II was 
reported to have, lost up to 192 
million francs ($37 million) and 
socialite Princess Minnie de 
Beanvon Craon saw ter pearls, 
which she had confidedl to 
Chaumet for safe-keeping, on 
sale at ah auction. 

Mr. Lefevre said the scandal 
had not hurt Chanmet’s scales, 
which were eight to nine per cent 
higher than last year. 

“The end of the year has been 
very successful, in fact, fantastic, 
considering the economic situa- 
tion,” he said. 

Mr. Lefevre said he expected 
.expansion of the store’s precious 
jewellery and designer collections 
to push safes up 40 per cent next 
year to 350 million francs ($67 
million). 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Kama! Shlnnawi, Farouq 
FIshawi & Najwa Fuad 

D2. MANAL DANCES 


(Arabic) 


Staffs: 3-J0. &I5, 8 JO, 10J0 





Tel: $7p 


Nabfl AI Mashinf Theatre 


On Thursday Jan. Z at 8 p.m. 

The stars of Haret Abu Awwad family will resume their 
performances of 

zaman A1 Shaklabeh 

“Somersault Time” 



Tickets available daily at the theatre’s entrance. 




"Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



Patrick Swayze and 
Demi Moore 

GHOST 

.Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO. 10:30 p.m. 
Special 'shows for children 
on Thursday and Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. 

A BOOK OF HEROES 



Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


TERMINATOR «2 M 
JUDGEMENT DAY 

Show. J:3U. 6:30. «;.«> p.m. 
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Iraq, anticipating release of 
funds, orders German good! 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
ordered goods from German 
firms in the expectation that 
Bonn wfil go ahead and unblock 
Iraqi funds frozen since the inva- 
sion of Kuwait, Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh told 
Reuters Monday. 

A German foreign ministry 
spokesman said this week Bonn 
was considering releasing the 
funds, which Iraq says amount to 
between $100 and $150 million, 
provided the money is used only 
for humanitarian purposes. 

Mr. Saleh said the orders in- 
cluded spare parts for sanitation 
systems but gave no other details. 

Germany had not yet officially 


notified the Iraqi government of 
its intentions, he added. 

Finance Minister Majeed Abed 
Jaafar told reporters that he wel- 
comed signs that Bonn would let 
Baghdad use the fends and that 
other countries should follow 
suit. 

“We hope to see other countries 
take Germany as an example,” 
he said. “Causing an entire peo- 
ple to starve is inhuman.” 

Baghdad says it wants access 
to billions of dollars of frozen 
funds to buy food! and medicines. 
U says tens of thousands of chil- 
dren have died because of the 
U-N. sanctions. 


So far only Switzerland and 
Britain have responded. Britain 
unfroze S125 million in return for 
the release of a British business- 
man jailed on corruption charges. 

Washington, which wants foe 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq to 
stay in place until President Sad- 
dam Hussein is removed from 
power, holds about $2 billion in 
funds. 

Mr. Jaafar repeated Iraq’s 
opposition to U.N. resolution 
706. which would allow Baghdad 
to sell oil worth SI. 6 billion to 
buy food and medicine. 

Iraq, which will negotiate 
changes to the proposal in Vienna 


this month, rejects the curren; 
plan as inadequate, unworkable 
and an infringement of its 
sovereignty. 

The ministers were speaking a 
foe opening of a museum showiiu 
how Iraq has rebuilt communica- 
tions facilities damaged in ih.. 
Gulf war last year. 

An information and cultur* 
ministry engineer told cabme 
members how Iraqi engineers hat. 
repaired three 1,000-KW. tran< 
miners south of Baghdad- in re- 
cord time. ■' 

The transmitters were used u 
stop “hostile transmissions” en 
tering Iraq, he added. 


Bank of Israel governor warns 
against running up budget deficit 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s central 
bank governor urged politicians 
Monday not to run up the budget 
deficit to avoid giving Washing- 
ton any economic reason to deny 
much-needed financial aid. 

The United States, anxious to 
see progress in Mideast peace 
talks, is already withholding $10 
billion in loan guarantees the 
Jewish state needs to help h 
absorb hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union. 

Bank of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel's appeal was aimed at 
legislators haggling over fends for 
pet projects ahead of foe 1992 
budget vote deadline on New 
Year’s eve. 

He said Israel must take steps if 
it is to draw help from abroad to 
integrate the wave of immigrants. 

“I recommend as an adviser to. 
foe government of Israel to carry 
out the steps in order that in the 
United States there can truly not 
be any economic reasons not to 
provide foe guarantees,” Mr. 
Frenkel told Israel radio. 

In September, the U.S, Con- 


gress put off considering Israel’s 
request for loan guarantees until 
January and is likley to weigh 
economic policies and progress in 
Arab-Israeli peace talks when it 
decides whether to gram them. 

Hardline Israeli politicians ac- 
cuse the United States of with- 
holding the loan guarantees to 
put pressure on the Jewish state 
to make concessions at Middle 
East peace talks due to resume in 
Washington Jan. 7. 

Some U.S. economists say 
Israel may have trouble repaying 
loans without faster reforms in its 
state-dominated economy. 

In Se member. Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir's cabinet 
approved a 79.1 billion shekel 
($33.9 billion) draft budget which 
would reduce the deficit to 6.2 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct from the 6-9 per cent fore- 
cast for 1991. 

The central bank had recom- 
mended 5.5 per cent but the 
government refused to cut de- 
fence spending. Since then, the 
haggling has continued over other 
issues. 


Ultra -religious and far-right 
political parties in Mr. Shamir’s 
coalition threaten to oppose foe 
budget proposal unless they re- 
ceive more money for religious 
schools and Jewish settlements in 
* foe occupied West Bank. 

Mr. Frenkel urged legislators 
to concentrate on stabilising the 
economy, planning ahead and 
privatising public firms at a time 
when unemployment has reached 
a 20-year record of 10.4 per cent 
and is likely to rise with the 
continued influx of Soviet Jews. 

*T am certainly worried. In fact 
I am very worried. As you know, 
the slate budget is the main in- 
strument the government of 
Israel has in directing economic 
"policy,” Mr. Frenkel said. 

“Suddenly at the last moment 
there are such dramatic 
changes... even today, a day be- 
fore the budget’s approval, we 
cannot say what the deficit will 
be,” he added. 

Mr. Shamir has not stepped in 
to halt foe battle over the budget, 
fuelling speculation he may seize 
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on government tensions and res 
ign in a bid to force election 
ahead of their scheduled, date 
next November. 

He could advance the electioi 
date if he feels sufficiently stron; 
to defeat rivals both in and out o 
his rightist Likud Party and alsc 
perhaps to delay foe concession: 
expected from the U.S.-backet 
peace talks. 


Consumer confidence 
remains low in U.S. 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. con- 
sumer confidence remained at 
low, recessionary levels in De- 
cemeber as Americans continued 
to fret about the state of the 
economy, according to a survey 
released Monday. 

The Conference Board, a busi- 
ness research group, said con- 
sumer confidence was almost flat 
at 52.4 in December against a 
revised 52.7 per cent in 
November. 

The numbers compare with a 
1985 average of 100 and a 1991 
peak of 81.1 in the euphoria after 
-the Gulf war. 

A separate survey by a group 
of Chicago- area purchasing mana- 
gers showed a sharp slowdown in 
the industrial economy of that 
region. 

The Conference Board said it 
found consumers were more pes- 
simistic about the economy last 
month than in November, but 
expectations for the months 
ahead had grown slightlyraore 
optimistic. 

That optimism was reflected in 
boost in the bousing market 
iere sales of existing homes 
te 5.4 per cent in November as 
yeis took advantage of lower 
erest rates, the National Asso- 
ition of Realtors said. 

The real estate group said foe 
ssonally adjusted annual rate of 
les in November totalled 3.33 
iUxon units, compared with 3.16 
JQion units in October. 

The monthly increase was the 
■gest since last February, when 
les rose 9.7 per cent from Janu- 
y 1991, to a rate of 3.16 million 
its. 

The Association said favour- 
able financing sparked more en- 
try-level home sales and that low 
interest rates are motivating first- 
time home buyers. 

Hie Federal Reserve could cut 
interest rates again soon, follow- 
ing on foe beels of foe step it took 
last month that pushed a key rate 
to its lowest level ion 27 years, 
economists said. 

Hie interest rate cut has contri- . 
bated to a year-end rally on Wall 
Street that continued Monday, 
pu shing the Dow Jones indust- 
rial average to record levels. 

The central bank, which sets 
U.S. monetary policy, could 
move again in part to head off 


any attempt by Congress to shore 
up the political fortunes of its 
members at the expense of the 
nation’s long-term economic 
health. 

“The point is. as soon as Con- 
gress gets back they are going to 
try to legislate some package to 
help their chances of reeiection 
— and second, the economy,” 
said Sally Kleinman, senior vice 
president at Manufacturers 
Hanover. 

Congress formally reconvenes 
on Jan. 3, but legislative sessions 
do not start in earnest until Jan. 
22 . 

President George Bush, mind- 
ful of his own relection prospects, 
will also offer a major growth 
package in his state of the union 
message, slated for Jan. 28. 

Tax cuts are a favourite option 
in both the Republican and 
Democratic camps. But econom- 
ists worry that lower taxes could 
over-stimulate the economy and 
create an inflationary monster 
with long-term consequences. 

The chairman of the powerful 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Tax-Writing Committee said re- 
cently it was essential to work out 
a tax biQ quickly to try to boost an 
economy that likely has slipped 
back into recession. 

Democrat Dan Rostenkowski, 
chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, said on Cable 
News Network’s “Evans and 
Novak” programme that the tax 
relief alone might not be enough 
to spur the economy back to 
growth. 

‘‘With the deficit as large as it 
is, I don't know whether we’ll 
help or hurt the economy of this 
country, but I think that we’ve 
got to do something. Mr. Ros- 
tenkowski said in response to 
queries. 

Mr. Rostenkowski agreed the 
economy was shrinking once 
more and noted be warned about 
the risk of such a renewed reces- 
sion as early as last June. 

Businessmen are “frustrated 
and, more, frightened about our 
situation economically,” Mr. 
Rostenkowski said, adding he 
hoped to present a set of tax’ 
proposals to President George 
Bush relatively soon after Con- 
gress returns to work early this 
year. 
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R u ssianecan o m i c 
reform chiefs 
dismiss unrest fears; 


MOSCOW (R) — Senior Russian 
■ officials Monday dismissed pre- 
dictions that there would be dis- 
turbances when prices are liberal- 
ised this week and and said fast 
privatisation of state property 
would ease consumers’ discon- 
tent. 

“The situation on the eve of- 
profound economic reform gives 
no ground to suggest a possibility 
of a major soda! explosion linked 
to the liberalisation of prices," 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
Yegor Gaidar, the main architect 
of the ambitious Russian reform 
, plan, told a hews conference. 

“Leading sociologists say socie- 
ty is ready (for foe freeing of 
prices) and, in all probability, will 
accept it as unavoidable,” he 
said. 

“The privatisation programme 
is the most effective means of 
lowering the level of social ten- 
sion in the country," Vladimir 
Shumeiko, deputy head of the 
.Russian Parliament said. 

President Boris Yeltsin told 
Russian consumers Sunday in a 
new year broadcast that the price 
rises were painful but unavoid- 
able. He promised they would be 
followed by quick action to priva- 
tise state property and introduce 
foe right to buy and sell land. 

Critics such as Mr. Yeltsin's 
Vice-President Alexander Ruts- 
koi argue that the Russian leader 
is steering the country to cboas by 
liberalising prices before wide- 
spread privatisation. Without 
competition between firms, 
prices could soar widley. 

Many refromers, including for- 


mer Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, say riot 
are possible this winter if 1500 : 
surge after being freed whif 
shops remain empty. 

Mr. yeltsin, elected presiden 
last June, said the main achieve 
ment of his administration sq fa 
was keeping peace in the gjan 
Russian Republic, whose eco 
nomy was in complete disarra' 
and which was going through thi 
most dramatic period thi$ pen' 
tuiy. 

“We have managed to main 
tain the peaceful character of thi 
country's development, to pre 
serve civic peace. We /have 
avoided foe Yugoslav variant 
though to be frank, the sifuatioi 
in tins country is not easier, *bu 
even harder,” he pointed; out. 

Mr. Yeltsin announced all sub 
sidies to state and collective farm 
would be ended and private'. far 
mere would get help with (chilis 
ers and technology. 

Most of foe collective farms an 
unprofitable and Mr. Yeltsin’ 
decision to end subsidies ‘wii 
effectively abolish them, giyinj 
way to private farmers wbo'wil 
be free to swap or mortgage fhei 
land and on retirement sell it o 
pass in 00 to their heirs. V; 

Collective and state farms :< 
provide any worker submitimg-ai 
application with his or her sbar 
of the farm's land within a month 

“I think the time has come v 
fully recognise private owners hi 
of land, including foe right to bu 
and sell it,” he said, signifying fo 
most radical change in Russia* 
agricultural policy since the sbo': 
tion of serfdom in lsoi. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesam ■ 
on foe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.8690/8700 

'One U.S, dollar 1.1560/65 

1-5170/80 
1-7100/10 
1.3540/50 
31.25/28 
5.1775/1828 
1149/1150 
' 124.85/95 

5.5475/5575 
5.9760/9860 
^ 5.9150/9250 

One ounce of gold 353.35/35.85 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks s 

Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs : 

Belgian francs Z 

French francs ■ ; 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen ■ 
Swedish crowns . 
Norwegian crowns' ’* 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 




* 
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armer Soviet republics 
plit over single armed force 


MINSK, Byelorussia (R) — A 
fiarp split has opened among 
.ST R u r ^° viet republics over 
„ e , . r their new Common- 
' I^ ea of Independent States 
snouid have a unified convention- 
“ anned force or not. 

More than eight hours of tough 
negotiations in the Byelorussian 
■ capital Minsk served to empha- 
stse the differences between the 
pouping's integrationist and iso- 
lationist wings. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 

sm told reporters that Ukraine, 
Azerbaijan and Moldova wanted 
* “ form their own armed forces, 
.. limiting joint controls to nudear 
- weapons. 

The other eight would maintain 
a united armed force. 

“As far as conventional aimed 
forces are concerned, we con- 
-■ firmed the right of each state to 
^ decide this in accordance with its 
own laws,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Marsha! Yevgeny Shaposh- 
nikov, who remains acting com- 
mander-in-chief. told Interfax 
■News Agency the 11 leaders 
would tackle the question again 
in two months. 

Control of the former Soviet 
Union's 30,000-odd nuclear 

2 Koreas 

i ■ 

reach 
accord on 
nuclear 
dispute 

SEOUL (R) — The two Koreas 
Tuesday dinched a draft agree- 
nent on a pact banning nudear 
veapons from the divided penin- 
sula, a major step toward ending 
: long dispute over the North's 
^ispected nudear development 
programme. 

After eight hours of working- 
evel talks at Panmunjom, a town 
straddling the tense border, a 
South Korean spokesman said 
delegates initialled a five-point 
oint declaration to make the 
jeninsula, the cold war’s last 
rentier, nuclear free. 

“The accord will help establish 
i permanent peace and stability 
Im the peninsula and pave the 
1 vay for new relations of coopera- 
ion between the South and 
forth,” he said. 

Analysts said the North, iso- 
ated by the disintegration of the 
Communist Bloc and with its 
conomy faltering badly, was 
cing forced to move toward 
reater openness. 

‘'Because of the rapidly chang- 
ag international situation, the 
forth had to be more flexible,” a 
ovcrnraent analyst said. 

Under the agreement, neither 
ountry should manufacture, pos- 
ess, deploy or use nuclear 
/capons. 

lie two agreed to use nuclear 
nergy solely for peaceful por- 
oses and to submit their facilities 
o mutual inspection to verify the 
fcsence of nuclear weapons. 

The agreement provides for a 
oint nudear control committee 
o be established within one 
jonth of the nud ear-free accord 
Cing into effect, offidals said. 

The committee will discuss de- 
iil 5 of inspecting nudear fadli- 
ies in the North and South to 
erify the absence of nudear 
•eapons. 

The United States, Japan and 
outh Korea say North Korea is 
rithin a year or so of being able 

3 build a nudear bomb. 

Tuesday's breakthrough came 
fter both Seoul and Pyongyang 
iade concessions, government 
ffidals said. 

The South agreed to drop a 
lause requiring North Korea to 
to sign a nudear safe- 
uaids accord and allow inspec- 
on of its nudear facilities by the 
aternational Atomic Energy 
agency (IAEA). ..... 

The North has said the signing 

a matter between Pyongyang 
nd the IAEA and Seoul should 
ot interfere. 

“But I understand the agree- 
jent was reached after the North 
Min verbally assured us today 
iaPit will sign and cany out the 
ifeguards accord at an early 
ate, a government spokesman 

lid. 

Washington and Seoul have 
ud inspections by the IAEA 
wild be the important step to- 
•ajd convincing them of North 
odea's assertion that it is not 
tveioping andcta weapons. 

The North dropped its insist- 
-cc that the accord include a 
ause committing both sides not 
, hold military exercises simulat- 
lg a nudear war, another pre- 
ions sticking point 

South Korea insists its annual 
fljmiy exercises. Team Spirit, 
eld jointly with the United 
wtes are defensive and do not 
nLfcrfC a nuclear attack. Pyon- 
ranE describes them as a rehear- 
d for invasion of the North. 


weapons, the burning issue for them," Mr. Yeltsin commented 
the West, caused fewer problems, during a break in the talks. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who took over the For Western nations, fearful of 
“nuclear button” from former another Yugoslav civil war on a 


Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, has authority to fire them 
in consultation with leaders of the 
other republics where the 
weapons are deployed — 
Ukraine. Kazakhstan and Byelor- 
ussia. 


larger scale, the military question 
dwarfs all others. 

Ukraine, ruled from Moscow 
for centuries, is among the most 
nationalist of the 11 and most 
able to "go it alone.” 

It was Ukraine's overwhelming 


A mechanism for this would be vote for independence on Dec. 1 


worked out, he said. 


which persuaded Mr. Yeltsin to 


The 11 leaders agreed on pur- abandon the Soviet Union. 


suing space research jointly, di- 
viding up the former Soviet Un- 


Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk has missed no oppor- 


ion’s property abroad and distri- tunity to publicly stress Ukraine's 


buting Western aid. 

But arguments over economic 


absolute independence. 

The Kiev government has fore- 


reform, especially Russia's go-it- sworn nudear weapons but insists 
alone approach m unilaterally any joint army would keep it tied 


freeing most prices from Thurs- 
day, provoked fierce debates, 
local agency reports said. 


to Russia. 

Azerbaijan wants a free hand 
for its bloody territorial dispute 


“It will not be easy in the with Armenia, whild largely- 


commonwealth,” Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev told 
the Russian Information Agency. 
“But then it was terribly hard in 


Romanian Moldova wants some 
form of integration with 
Romania. 

In Brussels, the European 


the union, so it is somehow easier Community said Tuesday that it 
here.” was recognising the Ukraine and 

“After 74 years (of Communist seven other former Soviet repub- 
rule) there are many problems lies. 

and time is needed to resolve In a statement the 12 EC gov- 


ernments welcomed assurances 
from Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Byelorussia, Kazakhstan. Moldo- 
va. Turkmenistan. Ukraine and 
Uzbekistan that they would meet 
guidelines laid down by the Com- 
munity. 

The EC has already recognised 
Russia. 

In Tbilisi, Georgia rebels said 
Tuesday they were awaiting rein- 
forcements to help them topple 
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia 
over the New Year holiday. 

But leading opposition politi- 
cians saw little prospect of a quick 
victory and warned of a spread in 
fighting that has killed over SO 
people and wounded hundreds. 

Clashes flared in central Tbilisi 
Monday after the collapse of a 
weekend ceasefire between re- 
bels and presidential forces, and a 
senior rebel commander said he 
was preparing to storm the repub- 
lic's parliament. 

Both sides Tuesday held their 
positions around the Trans- 
Caucasian republic’s parliament 
where Mr. Gamsakhurdia and 
several hundred well-armed sup- 
porters have been holed up for 
the past 10 days under a barrage 
of missile and sniper fire. 


Karabakh seeks U.N. help 117 die in 

LONDON (R) — The parliamen- had been killed in clashes Sunday \ /■ _ 

tary leadership of Nagomo-Kara- in the territory, but gave no V l6in3.lTl 


LONDON (R) — The parliamen- 
tary leadership of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh. claimed by both Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, has made an 
urgent appeal for help to the 
United Nations to stop attacks by 
Azeri forces. Moscow Radio said 
Tuesday. 

The parliamentary leadership 
of the mainly Armenian enclave 
has also called for help from 
other international organisations, 
the radio, monitored by the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), said. 

“The Executive Committee of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh republi- 
can parliament has sent an urgent 
request to the United Nations, 
the European Community, the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) and Air Marshal 
(Yevgeny) Shaposhnikov, com- 
mander-in-chief of the CIS armed 
forces, to help stop military ac- 
tions by Azerbaijan army units 
against the Armenian people,” 
the radio said. 

“The appeal says that the 
Armenian population of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh Repnblic 
hopes that the world community 
will do everything possible to 
save them from extermination,” 
it said. 

Armenia reported fierce fight- 
ing Monday between Azeri fonxs 
and Armenian irregulars in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, now aban- 
doned by peacekeeping forces of 
the former Soviet Union. 

Soviet television said L5 people 


had been killed in clashes Sunday 
in the territory, but gave no 
details. 

TASS News Agency quoted a 
local official as saying an Azeri 
tank column shelled the terri- 
tory's main town Stepanakert 
Monday, killing and wounding 
unspecified numbers of people. 

About 1.000 people have been 
killed in four years in fighting 
over the enclave, mainly inha- 
bited by Armenians but alotted to 
Azerbaijan by Moscow in 1923. 

An Armenian Interior Ministry 
spokesman said Azeri forces were 
attacking the village of Karachi- 
nar, 15 kilometres from Stepa- 
nakert. and being repelled by the 
defenders. 

The Azeris had recaptured Kir- 
kidzhan, an Azeri suburb of Ste- 
panakert, Monday from the 
Armenian guerrillas who took it 
Sunday, he said. 

“They (the Armenians) are 
prepared to fight to the end.” the 
spokesman, speaking by tele- 
phone from Yerevan, said. 

Moscow television showed film 
of damage caused by shelling in 
Stepanakert. 

The republic's President Ayaz 
Mutalibov told a news conference 
in Byelorussia he was prepared to 
resume peace talks with 
Armenia. 

Moscow Television said Mr. 
Mutalibov had quashed an 
attempt to debate Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh at the summit, saying it was 
an interna] Azeri affair. 


gales 


Bush arrives in Australia 


SYDNEY. Australia (AP) — 
President George Bush and Au- 
stralian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating had grounds for commis- 
eration in their first presidential- 
level meeting Tuesday with both 
■facing economic problems and 
perilous roads to re-election. 

Beyond (hat, the two leaders 
also will face some tensions dur- 
ing Mr. Bush's three days in 
Australia — principally over 
trade and agricultural issues. 

A bleary-eyed Bush got a low- 
key welcome at Sydney Airport 
after a 20-hour flight from 
Washington. 


The two wore broad smiles as 
they posed together. Except for a 
chance to view a New Year's 
fireworks display over the Sydney 
Harbour as his motorcade sped 
downtown, the first thing on Mr. 
Bush's agenda was private time to 
sleep and adjust to the time 
change. The first formal Bush- 
Keating meeting was scheduled 
more than 14 hours after Mr. 
Bush's arrival. 

On the way downtown in his 
motorcycle, one family held up a 
large American flag. The streets 
were sparsely lined, due partly to 
daylong rains. 


HANOI (R) — At least 117 
people were killed and hundreds 
were mi ssingaftergaJ e-force winds 
lashed Vietnam's central coast at 
the weekend, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The winds, gusting from north 
to south at up to 70 kph (44 mps), 
struck coastal districts of Quang 
Nam-Da Nang and neighbouring 
Quang Ngai provinces Satur- 
day morning. 

Most of those killed were 
fishermen, drowned when their 
boats capsized, or people living in 
houses near the sea, offidals said. 

In Binh Son district of northern 
Quang Ngai, the winds killed at 
least 79 people, injured 400, and 
left 293 missing, a Red Cross 
offidal in Hanoi said, quoting 
reports from the scene. 

The winds killed 38 people, 
badly injured five and left 24 
missing in Nui Thanh district of 
Quang Nam-Dam Nang, said 
Hoang Lien, head of the Red 
Cross office in the provincial 
capital Da Nang. 

The winds sank 77 fishing boats 
and badly damaged 162, he said. 

The Hanoi offidal sakl 29 boats 
were damaged and 65 were mis- 
sing in Binh Son. where 400 
bouses were damaged. 

Lien said his office was work- 
ing with local authorities to help- 
tbose affected by the disaster. 

"But our ability is limited so we 
have had to call for help from 
Hanoi." he said. 

The loss of life and injuries 
were the worst in his province 
since April 1989, when a similar 
storm caused tens of millions of 
dollars of damage, he said. 

Every year devastating tropical 
stonns strike coastal Vietnam 
causing heavy loss of life, des- 
troying thousands of homes and 
laying waste vast areas of crop- 
land. 

At least 10 people were re- 
ported missing and feared dead in 
the province of Thua Thien Hue 
adjoining Quang Nam-Da Nang 


Vance 
blames 
both Serbs, 
Croats for 
violence 

BELGRADE (R) — United Na- 
j tions special envoy Cyrus Vance, 

I starting a new peace mission to 
| Yugoslavia, made a fresh appeal 
I to Serbian and federal leaders 
Tuesday to play their part in 
ending the conflict in breakaway 
Croatia. 

But the sound of gunfire 
echoing across Croatia as it 
headed into the New Year 
threatened to drown out any new 
ideas that could bring a break- 
through in the conflict. 

In two hours of talks with 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. Mr. Vance expressed 
dismay at the upsurge in fighting 
that preceded his visit — but he 
was careful to steer a neutral line 
on the question of blame. 

“It seems both sides are violat- 
ing the ceasefire," Mr. Vance 
told reporters after his meeting 
with Mr. Milosevic. 

It was not immediately clear if 
Mr. Vance — on bis fifth 
peacekeeping mission to end the 
conflict engulfing the Balkan 
state — had put forward any fresh 
political proposals on Yugosla- 
via’s future. 

Tan jug News Agency said ear- 
lier he was carrying a proposal for 
a three-tier solution, with Serbia 
and Montenegro as the core of a 
Yugoslavia, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and Macedonia in confederation 
with them, and Croatia and 
Slovenia in loose association with 
them all. 

But Mr. Vance made no men- 
ion of this reported plan. He 
continued to rule out any deploy- 
ment of U.N. peacekeeping 
troops in Yugoslavia until a solid 
ceasefire was in place. 

"I have said many, many times 
that until we have a durable 
ceasefire we can not go forward 
with a peacekeeping operation 
and that is not happening. 

“Indeed the fighting - even 
seems worse than the last time I 
was here,” Mr. .Vance added. He 
later held separate talks with 
Federal Defence Minister Veljko 
Kadijevic. 

The war, pitting Croats seeking 
independence against Croatia’s 
Serb minority and the Serb-led 
federal army, is inextricably link- 
ed to the political problem of the 
future Balkan state. 

Each side says it wants the 
U.N.’s “blue helmets” to inter- 
vene. But 14 previous ceasefires 
have collapsed and both sides 
seem more concerned to grab 
what territorial advantage they 
can rather than end the six 
months of conflict which have; 
cost an estimated 6,000 lives. 

Mr. Vance, beginning his new 
week-long mission as Boutros 
Ghali prepares to take over as 
U.N. chief, was due to see other 
key players in the Yugoslav dra- 
ma including Croatia’s Franjo 
Tudjman. 

Mr. Vance told reporters Mon- 
day nigfit shortly after arriving 
that he intended to ask the war- 
ring parties why fighting had in- 
tensified targets across Croatia 
and artillery attacks were re- 
ported in the west and the centre. 

“I am saddened that the situa- 
tion in terms of fighting on the 
ground continues badly... I want 
to find out why,” Mr. Vance said. 


U.S. told to leave Philippine base in a year 


MANILA (Agencies) — The Phi- 
lippines Tuesday formally told 
the United States to leave Subic 
Naval Base within a year, signall- 
ing the closure of the oldest and 
largest American naval installa- 
tion in Asia. 

The Foreign Office served the 
U.S. embassy official notice 
asking Washington to withdraw 
all American forces from the base 
by Dec. 31, 1992. 

The withdrawal of the 6.000 
American servicemen from Sub- 
ic. 80 kilometres northwest of 
Manila, would end nearly a cen- 
tury of U.S. military presence in 
the former colony and dose a 
stormy and sometimes bloody 
chapter in relations between the 
two countries. 

“The government of the Philip- 
pines hereby notifies the govern- 
ment of the United States that 
the... Philippine-United States 
military bases agreement... shall 
terminate on Dec. 31. 1992," the 
notice said. 

"Accordingly, the withdrawal 
of all U.S. military forces from 
Subic Naval Base should be com- 
pleted by said date.” 

For decades, the presence of 
U.S. troops has been the object 
of frequent, sometimes violent, 
attacks by Filipino nationalist and 
leftist groups that viewed the 
bases as an affront to national 
sovereignty. 

At least 10 Americans, includ- 
ing a U.S. army colonel, have 
been killed since 1987 in 
ambushes in and around Manila 


by leftist guerrillas demanding 
the removal of U.S. forces. 

Violent street demonstrations 
in the 1970s against the bases 
were among factors that forced 
then President Ferdinand Marcos 
to prod aim martial law. 

Subic, the last U.S. military 
base in the Philippines, services 
the Seventh Fleet. It is the largest 
ship repair yard in Asia and a 
major ammunition and supply 
depot that helps the United 
States patrol trade routes be- 
tween the Middle East and East 
Asia. 

Earlier this year, the United 
States handed back to the Philip- 
pines five other fadlities, induct- 
ing the giant Clark Air Base, 
which U.S. forces abandoned in 
June after it was wrecked by the 
eruption of Mount Pinatubo vol- 
cano. 

U.S. military forces have been 
in the Philippines since 1898, 
when the United States seized the 
islands from Spain. Washington 
granted Filipinos independence 

in 1946. 

The loss of the bases poses an 
array of problems for the govern- 
ment of President Corazon 
Aquino, including how to find 
jobs for almost 70,000 Filipinos 
employed at Clark and Subic. 

The bases annually pumped 
more than SI billion info the 
economy. 

In its termination notice, the 
Philippines cited an agreement 
between the two countries that 
they would take steps “to mini- 


mise any disruptive effects” of 
the closure. 

Manila originally planned to 
transform Clark into an aviation 
complex and. Subic into a com- 
mercial ship repair yard servidng 
foreign vessels, induding possibly 
U S. Navy ships. 

Meanwhile, the Philippines' 
most influential deric has urged 
President Aquino not to endorse 
former Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos for president, Manila 
newspapers reported Tuesday. 

Several newspapers, induding 
the Daily Globe, Malaya and the 
Manila Chronicle, quoted an un- 
named presidential staffer as 
saying Cardinal Jaime Sin sug- 
gested that it would be better not 
to endorse any candidate than to 
annoint to Gen. Ramos as her 
successor. 

Efforts to contact presidential 
or church officials for comment 
were unsuccessful because Tues- 
day is a holiday and most offices 
are dosed. 

The newspapers quoted a 
church spokesman as confirming 
that Mis. Aquino attended a re- 
ception last Friday at the cardin- 
al’s residence. 

Mrs. Aquino is expected to 
announce her endorsement next 
month in advance of the May 11. 
national elections. She has ruled 
out a second term. 

Gen. Ramos is a Protestant in a 
largely Roman Catholic nation. 
The unnamed official was quoted 
as saying Cardinal Sin raised 
unspedfied objections to Gen. 


Ramos’ character rather than his 
religion. 

The West Point graduate is 
believed to be Mrs. Aquino’s 
favourite because of his success in 
crushing seven coup attempts 
since she took power in the 1986 
uprising that toppled the late 
President Ferdinand Marcos. 

Gen. Ramos lost a straw vote 
for die nomination at the Nov. 30 
convention of die Struggle for die 
Democratic Filipino, the adminis- 
tration party. House speaker 
Ramon Mitrawon the preliminary 
endorsement. 

Gen. Ramos then quit the par- 
ty, claiming the balloting was 
rigged, and said he would cam- 
paign as an independent. 

Cardinal Sin’s political influ- 
ence has declined since be played 
a decisive role in mustering sup- 
port for Mrs. Aquino against Mr. 
Marcos. Cardinal Sin is 
Archbishop of Manila and his 
influence in other dioceses is li- 
mited, although he is the best 
known of the three FOrpino car- 
dinals. 

Hie cardinal has been quietly 
promoting the candidacy of for- 
mer Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Maicelo Fenian. Justice Fenian 
quit the court last month and 
announced his candidacy, but the 
has failed to generate broad- 
based enthusiasm among the 
electorate. 

Several other politicians, in- 
cluding Mr. Marcos’ widow Im- 
etda, have expressed interest in 
running for president. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cold wave claims 7G lives in Bangladesh 

DHAKA (AP) — A cold wave gripping Bangladesh killed 18 
people, raising the death toll 70 in the last week, newspapers 
reported Tuesday. Temperatures fell to 6 degrees C (43 F) about 
4 degrees (7 F) below normal, hitting millions of poor who lack 
war clothing. The independent English daily Bangladesh Obser- 
ver said most of the victims were children, elderly people and day 
labourers who have no proper nigh time shelter. The latest deaths 
were reported from Dinajpur in northern Bangladesh and the 
western districts of Sirajganj and Pabna. A senior official at the 
Relief Ministry said Prime Minister Khaleda Zia distributed 
several thousands blankets among Dhaka’s poor over the 
weekend and had ordered the emergency distribution of warm 
clothes and blankets in northern districts. 

China to sell nuclear plant to Pakistan 

PEKING (R) — China will export a 300 megawatt nuclear power 
station to Pakistan, and both rides vowed it would be dedicated to 
the peaceful use of nuclear energy, the offidal New China News 
Agency said Tuesday. The agreement was signed in Peking 
between the head of the state China National Nudear Corpora- 
tion and the chairman of Pakistan ’s Atomic Energy Commission. 
Premier Li Peng told the Pakistani delegation that China had this 
month decided to sign the nudear non-proliferation treaty, which 
sets guidelines for controlling the export of nudear technology, 
the agency said. “Li said that the two rides have agreed that the 
project will be secured by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency," it said. “It is totally for peaceful purposes,” Mr. Li was 
quoted as saying. China’s export of nudear technology has raised 
fears in the West that Peking may be helping other countries, such 
as Pakistan, Iran and Algeria, to develop nuclear weapons. China 
has acknowledged nudear cooperation with many countries, but 
has repeatedly denied it has promoted atomic .weapons prog- 
rammes. 

Gas kills 30 in Mexican church 

MEXICO CITY (R) — Fumes from a gas lamp killed 30 people, 
induding 17 children, in a Pentecostal Church in northern 
Mexico, authorities said Tuesday. The victims were discovered 
shortly before noon Monday sprawled across the floor of the tiny 
Mount of Olives Church in the norther state of San Luis Potosi, 
they said. All were believed to have died Sunday night of toxic 
fumes from a butane gas lantern used for an annual ceremony in 
the church, which is just 4.5 metres wide by nine metres (30 feet) 
long, Claudio Garcia of the San Luis Potoi state government said. 
“They all died from a lack of oxygen to the brain, induding a child 
of less than six months,” Garcia said in a telephone interview. 

Rivers flood homes near Houston 

MISSOURI CITY, Texas (AP) — The Trinity and Brazos rivers 
flooded homes to either ride of Houston Tuesday, their rising 
waters carrying snakes and fire ants. Forecasters warned that 
caskets might start popping out of the ground. The two- 
rain -swollen rivers had flooded almost 80 homes by Monday, and 
residents of more than 180 other homes braced for a dismal New 
Year as the murky water dim bed to some of the highest levels in 
two decades. “I five in that brown house that’s sw imming down 
there.” Denise Nelson, 16, said Monday, pointing to a two-story 
borne. “Yesterday we lost the piano. Today we lost everything 
else that was there — dressers, China cabinets." The high water 
was caused by day of heavy rain that began 200 miles (320 
kilometres) to the north die week before Christmas. Flood waters 
'have swamped farmland, drowned livestock and caused millions 
in damage. They have also been blamed for at least IS deaths 
across the state, all in the first week. If the flooding isself wasn’t 
enough of a problem, residents spotted snakes and fire ants in the 
water and saw more makes hanging from trees. 

Mother Teresa in serious condition 

LA JOLLA, California (R) — Mother Teresa, who inspired the 
world with her work for the homeless of India and won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1979, was in serious condition Monday after heart 
surgery. “Mother Teresa is seriously ill but making progress,” 
said Sue Pondrom, a spokeswoman for Scripps Clinic and 
Research Foundation in La Jolla. Mother Teresa, 81, is also 
suffering from bacterial pneumonia, she added. Her mission in 
'Calcutta said rite was completely out of danger. “She is conscious, 
■resting and talking,” said a spokeswoman for the Missionaries of 
Charity Order that Mother Teresa founded in the city in 1949. 
Mother Teresa was admitted to hospital on Dec. 26 after falling ill 
in Tijuana, Mexico, where she and other members of the 
Missionaries of Chanty were ending a worldwide tour of prayer. 
The Roman Catholic nun set up her mission to help millions of 
poor, unwanted people all over the world with a simple message: 
“The poor must know that we love them.” 

Taiwan’s elderly lawmakers retire 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Eight-two elderly lawmakers who have 
not faced an election since taking office in China 44 years ago 
retired Tuesday, dealing the way for Taiwan's freely elected 
legislature to take office. The gray-haired deputies bad remained 
in parliament to bolster the governing Nationalist Party’s claim to 
be the rightful ruler of a united China after it fled Communist 
forces on the mainland in 1949. The retiring deputies had been 
targets of pro-democracy protests since the Nationalists lifted 38 
years of martial law in 1987. At their last session of the lawmaking 
Legislative Yuan Saturday, they received emotional hugs from 
their younger. Taiwan-elected colleagues. “We have completed 
our historical mission,” parliament Speaker Liang So-Yung said 
in a farewell speech. “Parliamentary reforms were done and a 
new era has arrived.” Hie retiring lawmakers were the last 
Legislative Yuan members who fled to Taiwan with Nationalists 
Party founder Gen. Chiang Kai-Sbek in 1949. The Nationalists 
never returned to die mainland, and the aging legislators stayed 
on until many either died or retired. 

Swedish bomb threats disrupt rail 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish police said Tuesday a wave of 
bomb threats touched off a nationwide search after a bomb was 
found and detonated in Stockholm's Central Railway Station 
Monday. But no other devices were discovered after a mystery 
series of bomb calls raised security fears at major transport 
terminals, disrupting air and rail holiday traffic. A police 
technician was slightly injured in a controlled explosion of the 
station bomb which smashed several windows, in the building 
Monday. Police detonated the bomb after getting a warning from 
an unidentified telephone caller. After the all-clear, the station 
was evacuated late Monday for a second time when police ftxmd 
an abandoned snitcase containing a dummy handgrenade. Several 
airports and railway stations around the country were evacuated 
late Monday as police with dogs searched for bombs after 
receiving op to a dozen separate bomb threats. 

Hong Kong governor to step down 

HONG KONG (AP) — Sr David Wilson, the China scholar ! 
turned bureaucrat who steered Hong Kong through one of the 
most tumultuous periods of its 150-year colonial history, will step 
down from his post as the territory’s governor next year. The 
announcement by the British government Tuesday brought 
criticism from politicians and businessmen became it could make 
Wilson, already criticised as a “lame dude” leader, even less 
powerful in his last months in office. “Now Hoag Kong will be 
like a rudderless ship,” said Emily Lau, a member of the 
Territory’s Legislature. “Britain didn’t take Hong Kong’s in- 
terests to heart.” Sir Javid, whose nose and ostrich plumed pith 
hat made him popular with cartoonists, is not expected to leave 
office until elections are held in Britain — no lata 1 than July. He 
wfl] become a baron and be given a lifetime seat in Britain's 
House of Lords. Sir David's successor is expected to be the 
'territory’s last British governor. , 



| Singapore bans 
j chewing gum 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singapore, 
which prides itself on its dean 
image, has banned chewing gum. 
"Linering by chewing gum has 
been a perennial nuisance which 
causes filthiness to out public 
facilities and estates,” the En- 
vironment Ministry said in a 
statement. “The government has 
therefore decided to ban the im- 
port. sale and manufacture of 
chewing gum from Jan. 3. 1992.** 
It said in some instances chewing 
gum had prevented commute r 
train doors from doting, disrupt- 
ing services and incomenien dS ag 
passengers. 

1st prize in U.K. 
Christmas draw is 
free divorce 

LONDON (R) — British lawyer 
John Mallason offered a free di- 
vorce as first prize in bis rugby 
dub’s Christmas draw. But whi- 
ners Brian and Pamela Davey, 
who have been happily married 
for nearly 30 years, didn’t need it. 
“We’ve sold it to the highest 
bidder.” said Brain Davey, 56, at 
the family home in Cumbria, 
northern England. “There’s quite 
a big market for a prize like this 
at this time of year.” 

Special New Year 
offer a sober 
night at home 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistan’s 
luxury hotels are advertising a 
special offer for would-be party- 
goers on New Year's Eve — a 
silent and sober night at home. 
The hotels placed newspaper 
advertisements Monday saying 
they would host no festivities. 
“Our restaurants are open until 
9:30 p.m. on Dec. 31, 1991,” one 
luxury hotel warned late-night 
revellers. Police said the fun- 
damentalists had been making 
telephone calls to hotels for the 
past three days, threatening vio- 
lent protests against any New 
Year revelry. The fundamental- 
ists say New Year parties encour- 
age Muslims to break their reli- 
gion's ban on drinking liquor. 

Concert hall 
issues free sweets 
to counter coughing 

AMSTERDAM (R) — In a bid 
to cut down audience coughing 
during classical music perform- 
ances, the elegant Amsterdam 
Concert House has decided to 
offer concertgoers free throat 
sweets. The move follows a post- 
er campaign to remind coughexs 
of the disturbance they can cause 
to fellow concertgoers and musi- 
cians, the Dutch News Agency 
(ANP) said. 

Scientists promise 
moth-repeiient wool 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
sheep may soon be growing wool 
that repels insects even before the 
fleece leaves the animal , resear- 
chers said. Laboratory sheep 
have been genetically modified 
by scientists at the Common- 
wealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation (CSIRO) 
to make them produce insect 
repellents in their wool follicles. 
“By using genetic engineering ... 
the animals can be induced to 
secrete a substance repellent to 
insects,” said geneticist Oliver 
Mayo of the CSIRO’s Animal 
Production Division. Biologist 
Terry Lecbe said the process 
would make clothing produced 
from the fleece naturally moth- 
repellent. Australia is the wofkTs 
largest producer of wool and has 
about 165 million sheep. One of 
the most prevalent diseases in 
sheep — “fly-strike” — costs its 
farmers an estimated 200 miTKo n 
dollars ($152 million) a year. Dfi ' 
Mayo said that if trials on the 
experimental sheep succeed, 
wool will become naturally moth- 
proof and fanners will not need 
to use toxic chemicals to protect , 
sheep against insect-borne dfar 
®ases, nor will fleece have to be 
treated against moths after 
shearing. 

Singapore woman . 
fined for scalding 
cat to death 

SINGAPORE CR) — A Singa- 

pore court has fined an office 

rertowl 450 ^gapOTe dollars 
e . J* siding a cat winch 
was a nuisance, court" 
^als said Saturday. Tan Gher . 
pleaded guilty to trap* 

wa? 0,6 . 081 an ^ Pairing hot 
water on the three-year-old amm- 

stop it from : 

® sturb ®g her. The cat, bdra* 
-^neighbour, died from th* 









